Internships & Service Learning Opportunities

The Italian program offers opportunities for students to participate in service internship sites in Denver-Metro community schools, in Bologna and in Mola di Bari, Italy.

Winter Interterm Internship in 
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Mola di Bari, Italy

Lavorare e Vivere in Italia

This faculty led, total immersion program allows intermediate and advanced students of Italian to work and live in Italy for four weeks during winter break. During this time, students work in various businesses (schools, daycare centers, homes for the elderly, human rights centers, social service agencies, etc.), where they actively participate in local community efforts. Students must work at least 20 hours per week and may earn 2-6 hours of credit. In addition to the work experience, students participate in weekly cultural events (operas, films, plays and cooking demonstrations) and excursions that acquaint them with the beautiful region of Puglia. 

The ITAL Internship

Teaching in Denver Schools
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The ITAL Internship places DU students majoring and minoring in Italian into schools throughout the Greater-Denver area to teach Italian language and culture courses. The program lasts anywhere from eight-twelve weeks to the entire academic year. Participating students can either receive credit or a stipend. 

Please contact Angela Polidori for more internship information at apolidor@du.edu

Faculty

Roberta K. Waldbaum, PhD 

Anna Maglione-Sie Endowed Professor in Italian Culture

PhD in Higher Education, University of Denver

Director of the DU Bologna Center for Civic Engagement

Interest: 19th- and 20th-Century Literature; Italian Cinema; Second Language Acquisition

Sturm Hall 331    tel. 303-871-2186   rwaldbau@du.edu
Rachel A. Walsh, PhD

Assistant Professor of Italian

PhD in Romance Languages and Literatures,

University of Chicago

Interests: 18th- and 19th-Century Italian Literature, Canon Formation & Literary Histories, Autobiography, Italian Periodical Culture, Language Curriculum Development

Sturm Hall 341    303-871-3492    rachel.walsh@du.edu
Angela Scordo-Polidori

Senior Lecturer in Italian

PhD Candidate in Comparative Literature, University of Colorado, Boulder

Director of Italian Internships

Interests: 19th- and 20th-Century Comparative Literature, Translation

Sturm Hall 340    303-871-2421     apolidor@du.edu 

Eleonora Zilio-Grandi Miller

Adjunct Instructor

Dottore in Lingue e Letterature Straniere, University of Venice, Italy

Interests: Medieval Italian Literature, Italian poetry

Sturm Hall 204     303-871-2185     ezilio@du.edu
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Italian Studies at DU consists of the study of the Italian language, culture, literature and film.
 At DU, the Italian experience extends beyond the classroom. Students attend plays, movies and the opera. In addition, we facilitate opportunities for student civic engagement in both the local and Italian communities, by providing opportunities for community service, teaching, internships and learning projects. 
Students enjoy cappuccino during weekly casual Italian conversation hours with instructors, returned study abroad students and Italian exchange students studying at DU. 
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Our Program
The Italian program at The University of Denver aims to develop our students’ Italian language proficiency, across the four skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking), as well as a literary and cultural awareness in the Italian context. 

Students engage in the spoken and written forms of Italian communication via direct interaction on-site with native speakers (study-abroad) and with authentic materials in the classroom and on the Web. 
With students’ study of Italian language, culture, literature and film, they gain the necessary skills to pursue graduate school in Italian Studies, pursue professional goals in the world of business/commerce, international relations and education, and to live/work abroad.
Courses 

· ITAL 1001, 1002, 1003 
         Elementary Italian

· ITAL 2001, 2002

        Intermediate Italian

· ITAL 2005
           Reading and Conversation

· ITAL 2201, 2202

 20th-Century Language, 





             History, Culture

· ITAL 3000 
            Corso di perfezionamento

· ITAL 3010
    Composition and Conversation

· ITAL 3201, 3202

 19th-Century Language, 





             History, Culture

· ITAL 3701, 3702 
Topics in Italian Studies

Selection of recent Topics courses include:

Viaggi in Italia

Italian City in Literature and Film

Italian Contemporary Novel

Libretti d’Opera

Teatro del ‘700

Love and War in the Renaissance

Performance of Italian Theater

Boccaccio e la novella

Poeti del romanticismo

Requirements

Italian Minor

· Twenty-four credit hours after the elementary level

· ITAL 2001, 2002, 2005

· Either ITAL 3000 or 3100

· At least one 3700 course

Students who minor in Italian are encouraged to study abroad in Italy. We accept up to 12 quarter hours from an accredited study abroad program towards the Italian minor. Minor students who choose to study abroad in Italy are required to enroll in an Italian course upon their return.

Students may count one course taught in English on Italian culture, history or literature towards their Italian minor.

Italian Major
The major in Italian is an interdisciplinary program focusing on the study of the Italian language, its manifestations in history, and its usage in the current cultural and social context; the literary and artistic aspects of Italian culture in the past and the present; the major historical events and developments in Italy; and the current political institutions and dynamics in Italy within the broader European framework.
· Forty-four credit hours after the elementary level

· ITAL 2001, 2002, 2005

· Either ITAL 3000 or 3010

· At least two 3700 courses

Students who major in Italian are encouraged to study abroad in Italy. We accept from12-20 quarter hours from an accredited study abroad program towards the Italian major. Major students who choose to study abroad in Italy are required to enroll in an Italian course upon their return. 

Students may count one course taught in English on Italian culture, history or literature towards their Italian major.          
          University of Denver students and faculty in Bologna
Cherrington Global Scholars
We believe so strongly in study abroad that the University has created a unique program – Cherrington Global Scholars (CGS) – to ensure that every eligible junior and senior has the chance to participate.

“Studying abroad gives you the opportunity both to experience another culture first hand and to enrich your life. By broadening your horizons beyond the U.S., you become and international ambassador of a future world of culture and education without borders. There is no better place to do this than in bella Italia!”         
 -Roberta Waldbaum, Faculty Advisor

Did you know that Italy is the country most often chosen by DU Cherrington Global Scholars?

Study Abroad in Italy

Italian majors and minors, or other students interested in Italian language and culture, may study at several universities or programs in Italy. There are programs specifically designed for students interested in Business, Art History, Italian Literature, HRTM, political science and more. Visit the Study Abroad website at http://www.du.edu/intl/abroad/index.html to find out more about these programs.

Bologna

The University of Denver has its very own center in Bologna, Italy. There are two options for study:

· The faculty-led fall or spring term in Bologna. This program is co-led by University of Bologna and DU faculty working in tandem to provide students comprehensive academic and community experiences alongside Italian and other international students. 

· Direct enrollment at the University of Bologna (Europe’s oldest university) as an exchange student for either two quarters or an entire academic year – earning DU credit.

For more information on study at the DU Bologna Center, visit:
http://www.du.edu/bolognacenter/studyabroad.html
Scholarships


   Competative scholarships for students in the Italian   


   Program are provided by the following organizations:


The Taglialavore Italian Scholarship for 


Italian Majors


AMICI of DU


Il Circolo Italiano


The Dante Alighieri Society


LIER Scholarships
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