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Remarks by the University Architect

Mark Rodgers, University Architect

Th e garden planted as part of the recently completed Carnegie Green bloomed this summer. It seemed that along with 

the arrival of the fl owers and the departure of construction equipment in the center of campus came the fi rst cohesive 

resolution of how much the work here at the University continues to reinforce the principles set forth in the 2002 Land 

Use Plan. Since 1994 the University has invested roughly $500 million into buildings and the green spaces between 

that make this a campus. As with a puzzle, this summer seems to have been that sudden point where enough pieces 

have been placed that the work over the last decade fi nally has begun to form into a discernable whole.

Th e Land Use Plan has served remarkably well. One of the most notable aspects is how few changes have been 

necessary in this update. Th e Plan continues to be a trusted guide to how the University will base and forecast its 

planning intentions. Internally, many extensive and signifi cant projects have been completed in the last fi ve years: Th e 

Ricketson Law Building; the Newman Center for the Performing Arts; Nelson Hall; Craig Hall; the School of Hotel, 

Restaurant, Tourism and Management (HRTM); Campus Green; and the aforementioned Carnegie Green. Along our 

edges: over 400 units of private housing are under construction, the widening and interchange redesign of the I-25 

corridor has been completed, and RTD’s University of Denver Light Rail station has opened. Th at so much work has 

been successfully managed in a spirit of cooperation and trust between the University, the city, and our neighbors is 

remarkable.  Th e University continues to embrace the precepts of the Land Use Plan, most notably the defi nition of our 

perimeter and the adherence to a carefully considered growth of enrollment that may eventually reach 10,600 students.

Recognizing that the Plan also provides a critical role in fostering improvements in how the University moves forward 

with its stewardship of its campus, one of the most signifi cant inclusions in this update to the Plan is a Sustainability 

Statement. Th e Plan Update also emphasizes that while construction activity will lessen, critical pieces such as Ruff atto 

Hall, the renovation of Penrose Library, and the School of Engineering & Computer Science are actively being 

planned. Th ese projects provide critical opportunities to further accentuate the vision of a great University. As each 

piece placed is more closely edged by prior projects, they require greater precision to fi t well while celebrating their 

own notable and unique characteristics. 

Th e puzzle is not complete, nor could we hope to ever fi nish it. As relayed in my comments fi ve years ago, we continue 

to work within a continuum.
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