Dual Undergraduate/Graduate Degree with BA/MA in Art History 
 Qualified art history majors may complete an accelerated undergraduate/graduate degree program in art history, with the option of a museum studies concentration at the graduate level.  Usually one or two students are invited by the faculty to apply for the accelerated program in their junior year. To qualify, the student must be able to complete two years of a foreign language by the end of the senior year, have taken at least five art history classes and have a major GPA of at least 3.5 at the time of application.  The application process includes submitting DU’s on-line application for graduate study, a letter of intent, two letters of recommendation from DU art history faculty, a strong research paper, and passing the qualifying exam before the senior year.  Using these application materials and their knowledge of the candidate, the graduate art history committee will make a final determination about admission early in the applicant’s senior year, before any graduate-level course is taken.  

Admission standards are very high.  Students admitted to the program will take both undergraduate and graduate classes in their fourth year and graduate classes in their fifth, when they also take their comprehensive exam and write their master’s research paper.  The normal MA program is a two-year program, so this five-year option requires intensive work and reduces the total time and tuition by one year.  

Note that there are two methods of completing the degrees.  In the first method the student graduates at the end of the fourth year and thereby qualifies for graduate financial aid in the fifth year.  In this case, the BA is earned in the fourth year and the MA in the fifth.  In the second method, the student does not apply for graduation until the fifth year, thereby qualifying for continued undergraduate financial aid through the fifth year.  In this second case, both BA and MA are earned at the end of the fifth year.  Undergraduate and graduate financial aid may not be combined in the fifth year, so students will need to work closely with their advisor to determine which method is most advantageous to them.

 For more information about the application process, contact Dr. Annabeth Headrick (annabeth.headrick@du.edu) or Dr. Scott Montgomery (smontgo4@du.edu) at 303-871-2846.  See degree requirements for detailed information.

