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Jessica Munns,
Program Director

A Letter from the Director:

This has been a busy term in which we have got quite a lot done—
including lining up some very exciting GWST courses for the next
academic year. Above all we have continued to work at revising the
GWST Major, seeking to make the degree more streamlined, more
coherent, and much easier for students to understand and negotiate.
With the great help of the GWST Executive Committee, | am continuing
to work on this project and will be presenting this to the GWST Faculty
at our Workshop in the spring term when your input will be very much
appreciated. Meanwhile, Allison Riola is putting in a lot work on cross-
listing courses for GWST with other departments and this too will make
it easier for GWST Majors and Minors to see what courses they can take
at any given time. As you will see in the newsletter, with Bin Ramke and
Selah Saterstrom, | obtained a Marsico grant for a short conference to

discuss the effects of the Katrina Hurricane on peoples’ lives and on art. This event will take
place from April 23" to 25" and | will be delighted to meet—and | know you will enjoy
meeting—the feminist poet Cynthia Hogue, Marshall Chair in Modern and Contemporary
Poetry, Arizona State University.

The wretched economic times we are all experiencing have affected all AHSS departments and
we, of course, are not exempt. | am very sorry to say that next year’'s GWST budget will not
allow us to have a graduate assistant and | am enormously grateful to Anne Greenfield, our
current graduate assistant, who has done a great deal for us already: we will miss her.
Currently, Anne is creating a new version of our website (which will be complete early next
term), she has already set up a smart GWST Portfolio site, and, as | am sure you can see, she
has designed a lovely GWST newsletter!

Best wishes for a lovely Spring Break,

_jessica Munns




Student Perspectives:
by Kasey Nielsen, GWST Student Liaison

| love the GWST program. There. I've said it. | say it as
often as possible, actually. | love the involvement and
commitment employed by everyone in the program. The
students ask, the program answers. We wanted an Intro
to GWST class so more people could populate our classes,
we got one. We wanted more choice in colloquium
classes, we got it (although I’'m none-too-happy about the
service learning component next quarter). Anytime | go
s ' into the program office, my worries and anxieties are
Kasey Nielsen, GWST Student Liaison taken care of and a general calm overtakes me, often
helped by a cookie. Every professor I've taken a GWST
class with agrees to teach for the program because they are passionate about gender studies.
They love gender studies, | love gender studies. It's a match made in heaven.

I’'m graduating in June with a Criminology degree and a Gender and Women’s Studies
degree. When | tell most people this joyous news, they seem to emphasize my possible
criminological plans and completely ignore the two and half years | spent earning my other
degree. As you might guess, this does not sit well with me. | dislike the illegitimacy of my work
and the illegitimacy of the unique way that | view the world, in the view of misguided
individuals. So that’s my new project. Change the world.

GWST Faculty Workshop, Teaching Difference & Diversity:

Assistant Provost of Student Life, Dr. B. Afeni Cobham joined GWST
faculty at the winter workshop on February 13™ 2009, where she
spoke on teaching difference and diversity. Cobham’s presentation
included an overview of the past five decades of women-centered
curriculums and scholarship, as well as a discussion (and a short
film) on race- and gender-related controversy in the classroom.
Cobham followed up her talk by leading GWST faculty in a lively
discussion, which focused on the importance of embedding
inclusive perspectives and scholarship into the GWST curriculum.

B. Afeni Cobham, Assistant
Provost of Student Life




Winter 2009 Events:

The Women'’s College (TWC) proudly announced their “Sister School” partnership with the Ayak
Anguei Girls Primary Boarding School in Konbek, southern Sudan. TWC celebrated the occasion

with a photographic exhibit titled, GIRLS & WWOMEN OF SUDAN: IN PURSUIT OF EDUCATION, from
January 15 to February 28". Through this partnership, the TWC is bringing awareness and
raising funds for girls’ and women’s education in an area of Africa where 93% of girls and
women are undereducated or illiterate.

GEOFFREY BATEMAN delivered a presentation titled, “The Queer Frontier: Mexican-American
Women and the California West” on January 22™. U.S. queer cultural history has often
privileged urban spaces, taking same-sex desire
between men (who have been usually white) as
its primary category of inquiry. However, in the
nineteenth century, within the nation’s ever
expanding borders, sexuality’s history unfolded in
other—non-urban, non-white, non-male—spaces
as well. One chapter of this alternative history is
the queering of Mexican-American women in the
discourse of the American frontier. Using the
fiction of two California writers—Frank Norris and
Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton—this talk explored
how they figure the Mexican-American woman
and her desires as queer, unsettling our
assumptions about what counts as the proper subject within queer culture and history.
Untangling the connections between the sexualizing of her race and the racializing of her
sexuality, this discussion sought to open up a new sexual understanding of the American West
and the role of queer counter publics in this region’s history.

Geof frey Bateman (cente

AMmY L. BEST guest-lectured at DU on February 11™ on fast food, consumption, and
embodiment in children, delivering a talk titled, “Fast-food Kids: Space, Bodies, and the Micro-
Practices of a Consuming Culture.” Dr. Best is author of Prom Night Youth, Schools and Popular
Culture (2000 Routledge), which was selected for the 2002 American Educational Studies
Association Critics’ Choice Award and Fast Cars: Cool Rides: The Accelerating World of Youth
and Their Cars (2005 NYU Press), in addition to several articles and book chapters. She is also
editor of Representing Youth: Methodological Issues in Critical Youth Studies (2007 NYU Press).

ROSEMARIE GARLAND-THOMSON gave a lecture titled, “Representing Human Inferiority:
Medical Genocide as Policy and Ideology” at DU on February 16", This presentation laid out
the logic of medical genocide, which represents people with disabilities as “life unworthy of
life” in order to justify eugenic euthanasia. Garland-Thomson is a Professor of Women's Studies
at Emory University and has published widely in disability studies, feminism, and literature.




Winter 2009 Events (Continued):

LGBTIQ AND ALLIES hosted their 4™ Annual Celebration Gala on February 19™. This free event
celebrated individual and collective achievements in making DU a more inclusive and excellent
place for LGBTIQ, allies and, in fact, people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and
expressions. The gala looked back at the past four years, recognized particular successes of the
past year, and got fired up for four (more) years of making positive difference!

On February 24™, the University Writing Program sponsored OPEN Mic: A FORUM ON

DIVERSITY. Students shared insights on diversity, delivering impromptu remarks, rehearsed
speeches, poetry, creative works, stand-up routines, songs, and more.

' & 4 % % THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES, was performed at DU on
N |\ February 26" 27" and 28", in the Lindsay Auditorium of
& -3 Sturm Hall. This VDAY benefit performance was produced

i 1 2009 ¥ » by The Undergraduate Women’s Council.

The FOURTEENTH ANNUAL DU WOMEN'S CONFERENCE was held on Friday, March 6. Her Story,
Our Story brought the voices of women to the center of a collective history, recognizing spaces
of convergence and diversity among women. Gender and Women’s Studies was proud to co-
sponsor the event this year, along with the Office of the Provost, the Center for Multicultural
Excellence, Public Service Credit Union, and The Women’s College. Often, storytelling or the
sharing of experience as a form of knowledge has been discounted. This goal of the conference
was to affirm that women’s lives, experiences, and stories are a valid site of learning and
knowledge and are deeply valuable. As the 2009 keynote speaker Opalanga Pugh has
commented, “storytelling is the primary condition for human learning and it is the shortest
distance between two people.”

GWST’s own Allison Riola was a member of the conference planning committee, and the
conference was very well attended by staff, students, and faculty. The day started out at 11am
with a gallery walk, where members of the DU community were able to share personal stories
and experiences. Lunch was held from 12-1pm, and Opalanga Pugh was a powerful speaker
and storyteller who did a beautiful job of sharing stories and firing up the crowd. From 1:15-
3:45pm, the conference held breakout workshops facilitated by members of the DU
Community. Thank you to everyone who attended for making this year’s Women’s Conference
the most successful one yet!




Upcoming Events:

From March 3™ to April 30", THE LAUGHING BEAR PRINT PORTFOLIO

EXCHANGE will be on display in the Hirschfeld Gallery of the Chambers
Center at the Women'’s College. This series of original prints based on
Katherine Tilton’s 1992 “The Laughing Bear” poem is a story of
transformation and claiming personal power that draws its authority
from this present moment of awareness and choice. The intention
behind this event is to provide non-profit organizations with artwork
that supports women in their decision to leave abusive relationships
and create a healthy life. In addition to donations to women’s shelters
and support organizations, plans are underway to exhibit the portfolio
and copies will be donated or sold to museums, arts organizations, libraries or printmaking
archives.

The GWST Program, along with Bin Ramke and Selah Saterstrom, has obtained a Marsico Grant
to conduct a conference on Katrina from April 23™ to 25™. The “AFTER THE STORM, NO CALM”

CONFERENCE will feature poets, journalists, visual artists, curators, and scholars who have some
personal connection to the catastrophic events invoked by the name “Katrina.” Working with
documentary as well as creative materials, participants in this conference investigate and
perform literary and visual responses to hurricanes Katrina and Rita, events both natural and
unnatural which occurred months apart and which reshaped both local landscapes and a
national conscience and consciousness.

The GWST SPRING FACULTY WORKSHOP will take place on Friday, May 15™, in the Garden Room
in the Chambers Center of the Women’s College. All GWST faculty are welcome to attend this
event.

GWST Issues in the News:

“Partnered Lesbian to be Ordained Episcopal Priest by Colorado Bishop.” On Saturday, January
10" at 10 a.m., in Saint John’s Episcopal Cathedral (14th Avenue between Washington and
Clarkson Streets), the Right Reverend Robert J. O’Neill, Bishop of the (Episcopal) Diocese of
Colorado, ordained M. Catherine Volland to the priesthood in the Episcopal Church. Catherine
received her Master of Divinity degree from the Iliff School of Theology, a seminary that shares
a Joint Doctoral Program with the University of Denver. This ordination of a partnered lesbian,
who has been entirely open throughout a process that has taken nearly seven years, is an
historic one for a Diocese. Nationally and in Colorado, the ordination of homosexuals and the
blessing of same-sex unions have been extraordinarily divisive issues. Bishop O’Neill’s decision
to ordain Volland will doubtless receive considerable attention locally and nationally. As a
priest, Catherine will serve as an associate at Saint Thomas Episcopal Church in Denver (Park
Hill neighborhood).




GWST Issues in the News (Continued):

From Jewish Week, February 25" Caryn Aviv, the Posen lecturer in secular Jewish culture for
the Center for Judaic Studies at the University of Denver, is the co-author of a newly released
synagogue survey on “Diversity and LGBT Inclusion,” which she presented at a meeting of more
than 50 Jewish community leaders, professors, and congregants—many of them clad in
rainbow-patterned yarmulkes—at The JCC in Manhattan last weekend. While large numbers of
North American Jewish congregations say they want to include lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender Jews in their communities, this verbal support largely fails to translate into active
welcome, Aviv and her team reported.

From Jewish Review, Feb. 27™: Few synagogues actively welcome gay and lesbian Jews, a new
survey finds. The new transdenominational synagogue survey on lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transexual inclusion and diversity, which questioned 1,221 North American rabbis, synagogue
directors and board presidents, found that 73 percent of respondents believe their
congregations do a good or excellent job of welcoming gay and lesbian Jews. Nearly a quarter,
mostly Orthodox, said they were minimally welcoming. By contrast, only 33 percent of rabbis
said their congregations held programs or events related to gay people. The most popular
“program” was marriage equality, eclipsing events like gay pride Shabbat and gay and lesbian
havurah groups. “There's a lot of goodwill in the American Jewish community, but there’s not a
lot of action,” said Caryn Aviv, a Jewish studies scholar at the University of Denver and co-
author of the study with Dr. Steven Cohen, a research professor of Jewish social policy at
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion.

GWST Faculty Announcements:

Caryn Aviv, Center for Judaic Studies:
e See “GWST Issues in the News” section above for press releases on the study Aviv
wrote as Director of Research with Jewish Mosaic: The National Center for Sexual and
Gender Diversity.

Anne Greenfield, English Department:

e Journal Article: “Letting Only a Few Flowers Fall upon Her Tomb: Virginia Woolf and
Aphra Behn.” Virginia Woolf Bulletin of the Virginia Woolf Society of Great Britain 30
(January 2009): 20-32.

e Book review: Richard Kroll’s Restoration Drama and dThe Circle of Commerce€:
Tragicomedy, Politics, and Trade in the Seventeenth Century. In Restoration and
Eighteenth-Century Theatre Research 23.1: 88-90.




GWST Faculty Announcements (Continued):

Scott Howard, English Department:

e Peer-Reviewed Journals (designed, edited, managed, published):

0 Appositions: Studies in Renaissance / Early Modern Literature and Culture. ISSN:
1946-1992. Volume One: Genres & Cultures (2008):
http://appositions.blogspot.com/.

0 Reconfigurations: A Journal for Poetics and Poetry / Literature and Culture. ISSN:
1938-3592. Volume Two: Process (2008): http://reconfigurations.blogspot.com/.

e Journal Article: “Anglo-American Metaphysical Poetics: Reflections on the Analytic Lyric
from John Donne to Susan Howe.” The McNeese Review 45 (2008): 36-53.

e Book Chapter: ““That Noble Flame’: Literary History & Regenerative Time in Katherine
Philips’ Elegies and Society of Friendship.” Dialogism and Lyric Self-Fashioning. Ed.
Jacob Blevins. Cranbury, NJ: Associated University Presses (Susquehanna University
Press), 2008. 136-62.

e Book Review: The Glass Age, by Cole Swensen. Word for Word 14 (2008):
http://www.wordforword.info/vol14/Howard.htm.

Anne Mahoney, Department of Sociology & Criminology:
e Published (with co-author Dr. Carmen Knudson-Martin) Couples, Gender, and Power:
Creating Change in Intimate Relationships with Springer Publishing.
e Mahoney and Knudson-Martin have also published three articles in the most recent
issue of Family Issues (Spring 09).

Eleanor McNees, English Department:

e Editing together with Ph.D. candidate Sara Veglahn, Selected Papers from the 18"
Annual Virginia Woolf Conference (held June 2008 at the University of Denver). This will
be available both in print and digital form, and will be published June 2009 by Clemson
University Digital Press.

e PROF grant to work on a book on the literary influence of James Fitzjames and Leslie
Stephen on Virginia Woolf’s journalism.

Jessica Munns, Gender and Women'’s Studies, and English Department:

e The collection of essays (Patronnes et Mécenes en France a la Renaissance, pub. 2007)
containing her article (co-authored with Penny Richards) on Antoinette de Bourbon,
premiére duchesse de Guise et Rémy Belleau, has been well reviewed in French and
English journals and the entire book is being reprinted.




GWST Faculty Announcements (Continued):

Elizabeth A. Suter, Human Communication Studies:

Chapter in a textbook: Suter, E. A. (2009). “Why are there so many girls”?: Talking
gender and adoption in a lesbian family. In E. Kirby & M. C. McBride (Eds.), Gender
actualized: Cases in communicatively constructing realities (pp. 61-66). Kendall/Hunt
Publishing.

*Note from Elizabeth Suter: this newly-edited textbook (Gender Actualized) is available for
course adoption, containing many other essays—all of which are fantastic!

Linda Tate, Writing Program Lecturer:

Linda Tate has just published her third book, Power in the Blood: A Family Narrative
(Ohio University Press). The book traces Linda Tate’s journey to rediscover the
Cherokee-Appalachian branch of her family and provides an unflinching examination of
the poverty, discrimination, and family violence that marked their lives. Power in the
Blood is a dramatic family history that reads like a novel, with three women—Tate’s
great-great-grandmother, Tate’s grandmother, and Tate herself—telling portions of the
tale. Innovative and groundbreaking in its approach to research and storytelling, Power
in the Blood shows that exploring a family story can enhance understanding of history,
life, and culture and that honest examination of the past can lead to healing and
liberation in the present. Tate is the author of two previous women's studies books—A
Southern Weave of Women: Fiction of the Contemporary South (U of Georgia P 1994)
and Conversations with Lee Smith (U P of Mississippi 2001).

Jennifer Thompson, Morgridge College of Education:

On Feb. 5™, Jennifer Thompson gave a presentation at Dr. Edith King's Qualitative
Research Methods course (CUI 4951). Her talk was titled “A Qualitative Approach to
Educational Research Using the Historical Method.” Thompson also discussed the
progress on her dissertation research “A History of the Curriculum and Student Life at
Colorado Women’s College: 1909 - 1966.” Edith King is chair of the dissertation
committee and Dr. Margo Espenlaub also serves on the committee.
Inquiries can be sent to jethomps@du.edu about this exciting and unique investigation
into the history of Colorado Women's College.

N. Eugene Walls, Graduate School of Social Work:

Walls, N. E. (2008). “Modern heterosexism and social dominance orientation: Do
subdomains of heterosexism function as hierarchy-enhancing legitimizing myths?” In T.
G. Morrison & M. A. Morrison, The Psychology of Modern Prejudice (p. 225-259).
Hauppauge, NY: Nova Science Publishers.




Spring 2009 Courses:

GWST 2700
CRN 1872

Topics in GWST: Geography of the Queer Body

4:00-5:50 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 credits, Luc Beaudoin

This course examines the creation of an identifiable queer body (as in queer
representations of femininity and masculinity in popular culture, high art, literature, and
film) in countries which are struggling to incorporate non-normative representations of
sexuality in a nationalist framework: the Russian Federation and Brazil. The course will
deconstruct the creation of such a queer body and its presence in such national discourses
and will place it in some theoretical frameworks so that its fabrication can be better
understood. Ultimately, students in this course will leave with a greater understanding of
the manufacturing of gender, and the role that such manufacturing of gender plays in the
creation of national cultures, including how non-normative sexualities are ultimately
integrated.

GWST 2983
CRN 1874

Colloquium in GWST: Women and Work

12:00-1:50 p.m., Thursdays, 2 credits, Nancy Reichman

This class will explore how work and family life interconnect. We will explore how
government policies and the media define gendered workers and the integration of work
and family. We will examine how gender, social class, family structure and race and
ethnicity define what work-life “balance” means and the ability to manage work and family
in different ways. Students can expect to be involved in a small service-learning project.

Also-listed Courses:

MCOM 3900 Topics in Mass Communications: Culture, Gender, and Global Communication
6:00-7:50 p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, 4 credits, Margaret E. Thompson
HCOM 3700 Performing Personal Narratives on Identities and AIDS
10:00-11:50 a.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, 5 credits, Richard G. Jones, Jr.
ANTH 3060 Cultural Narratives
2:00-3:50 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 credits, Bonnie Clark
SOCI 2785 Family and the Law

12:00-1:50 p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, 5 credits, Jennifer Reich

Other Courses of Interest:

CORE 2553 Women Write in the West

8:00-9:50 a.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 credits, Stacy G. Coyle
CORE 2585 Israel, Gender, and Culture (2 section choices)

10:00-11:50 a.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, 4 credits, Caryn S. Aviv

2:00-3:50 p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, 4 credits, Caryn S. Aviv
CORE 2580 Celtic Identities and Nationalisms (2 section choices)

10:00-11:00 a.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 credits, Jodie A. Kreider

2:00-3:50 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 credits, Jodie A. Kreider
CORE 2514 Money, Sex and Power

10:00-11:50 a.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 credits, Roscoe E. Hill
CORE 2478 Voices from the Margins

12:00-1:50 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 credits, Stacy G. Coyle




