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A Letter from the Director: 

 
We have had (as usual) an active term in which we have supported a 
number of diversity events on campus as well as hosting our own 
events. Dr. Jennifer Reich presented her current research on mothers 
who object to their children being vaccinated, “Vaccine Resistance as 
Good Mothering,” at our quarterly “Work Sharing” event. Thanks to 
generous support from the Center for Teaching and Learning, we have 
spent the past two years devoting our Executive Committee meetings 
and Faculty Workshops to revising the GWST Major to reflect the name 
of our degree, Gender and Women’s Studies, and to incorporating easier 
access to a range of diversity-based courses. We will hope to have the 
new degree in place for the 2010-11 academic year. Other changes we 
have made to the degree structure over this two-year period include 
the creation of an introductory-level course to Gender and Women’s 

Studies and, with the cooperation of chairs in AHSS, we have cross-listed many more gender-
based courses than before—which we hope will make it easier for students to navigate our 
degree. 
  
We held elections for the GWST Executive Committee this term and are happy to welcome back 
Dr. Hava Gordon, and to welcome two new members, Dr. Roberta Waldbaum from Languages 
and Literatures and Dr. Jennifer Novak from the Writing Program [all three of our newly-elected 
members are featured below, in “Executive Committee”]. Our thanks go to those members who 
have served and (some of whom) are now cycling off the committee:  Dr. Lisa Martinez, Dr. 
Hava Gordon (who has been re-elected), and Dr. Sarah Gjertson who is on sabbatical in 2009-
10. 
  
This year the annual Rita Braito Award for outstanding work in GWST was awarded to two 
graduating seniors, Elena Cabodevilla and Kasey Nielsen [both featured below, in “Student 
Perspectives”]. We congratulate them and wish them well in the future.  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful summer break and do all the things you want to do! 
 
Jessica Munns 
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Kasey Nielsen, Rita Braito Award 
Winner 

Elena Cabodevilla, Rita 
Braito Award Winner 
 

Student Perspectives: 
 

This year, the Rita Braito award was presented to two outstanding GWST majors: 
Elena Cabodevilla and Kasey Nielsen. 

 
My name is Elena Cabodevilla and I finished my undergraduate work in 
the winter of ‘09 with Bachelor’s degrees in Gender and Women’s 
Studies, Sociology, and Spanish. My work and time at the University of 
Denver have made me a more critical observer of the world around me 
and more aware of the interconnectedness of gender, sexuality, race, 
class, ideology, and culture.  The interdisciplinary nature of the Gender 
and Women’s Studies program in particular has allowed me to explore 
different social and academic perspectives that I feel have become 
integral to my own world view. Since graduating, I have started work as 
a Health Center Assistant with Planned Parenthood, which is turning 
into a great outside-the-classroom learning experience.       

-Elena Cabodevilla 

 
 
 

I am graduating with GWST and Criminology majors in June. I’m 
also moving back to San Diego to pursue my high school 
teaching credential and start my career teaching theatre in 
public schools. Most would not understand the connection 
between gender studies and theatre but as a director, gender 
relations and the many intricacies involved will be important. I 
find that my work with gender permeates all of my interactions, 
professionally and personally, so spending time with 
adolescents in the process of cementing their gender ideas will 
be interesting. Ultimately, my time in the department has been 
illuminating and I look forward to doing some of the teaching 
myself.          

- Kasey Nielsen 
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Executive Committee: 
 

GWST welcomes three newly-elected Executive Committee members: Hava Gordon from 
Sociology & Criminology, Jennifer Novak from the Writing Program, and Roberta Waldbaum 
from Languages and Literatures.  Hava and Roberta will each be starting a three-year term of 

service, and Jennifer will serve for one year while Sarah Gjertson is on sabbatical. 

 
  

Hava Gordon is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology & 
Criminology, and has for the past two years served on the GWST 
Executive Committee.  She teaches courses on gender, youth cultures, 
social movements, globalization, schooling, and qualitative research 
methods.  Her research focuses on gender, race, class, and age 
intersections in the making of social inequalities and social movements. 

 
 
 

 
  
Jennifer Novak teaches in the University of Denver’s Writing Program.  
Her courses at DU have focused on medical rhetoric and the rhetorics 
of science and religion, often through the lens of gender issues.  Dr. 
Novak’s current research examines how the field of composition and 
rhetoric can make important contributions to the understanding of 
medicine based on the perspective that teaching technologies are 
rhetorical. 

 
 
 

 
Roberta Waldbaum is Assistant Professor of Italian in the Department 
of Languages and Literatures and has recently been named the Anna 
Maglione-Sie Endowed Professor in Italian Culture. She teaches courses 
in Italian language, literature, culture, and cinema and has been a 
recipient of the Driscoll Master Teacher Award and the University’s 
Distinguished Teaching Award. She is also the Co-Director of the 
University of Denver/University of Bologna International Center for 
Civic Engagement in Bologna, Italy. 
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GWST Faculty Announcements: 
 
Geoffrey Bateman, Writing Program: 

 Geoffrey Bateman received the “Service-Learning Professor of the Year” award from the Center 
for Community Engagement and Service Learning. 

 

Annabeth Headrick, School of Art and Art History: 
 At the recent College Art Association annual meetings, Annabeth Headrick’s book, The 

Teotihuacan Trinity: The Sociopolitical Structure of an Ancient Mesoamerican City (Univ. of Texas 
Press) won the 2009 Association for Latin American Art Book Award. 

 

Anne Mahoney, Department of Sociology & Criminology:  
 Anne Mahoney displayed her book Couples, Gender, and Power: Creating  Change in Intimate 

Relationships at the annual conference of the Council on Contemporary Families (CCF) in April. 
CCF is a feminist organization whose central purpose is to get out the word to the media, in 
clear English, about current research findings from family scholars and practitioners.  Couples, 
Gender, and Power: Creating  Change in Intimate Relationships was coauthored by Anne 
Mahoney and her colleague Carmen Knudson-Martin, who directs a doctoral program in 
marriage and family therapy in California. The book came out in February 2009. 

 

Margaret Thompson, Mass Communications & Journalism: 
 Margaret Thompson recently traveled to Guatemala for an international conference and 

feminist observatory on violence against women.  She describes her experience as follows:   
 
I spent a week in Guatemala and became even more aware of the critical importance of 
including a gender- and racially/ethnically-sensitive perspective from the voices of women 
themselves in media coverage and research.  I attended an international conference held by the 
Nobel Women’s Initiative (six Nobel women Laureates) in Antigua Guatemala, May 10th-12th, 
2009, entitled, “Women Redefining Democracy for Peace, Justice & Equality.”  I covered the 
conference for FIRE—Feminist International Radio Endeavour—a women’s internet radio run by 
Latin American & Caribbean women out of Costa Rica (www.radiofeminista.net) where I have 
volunteered in the summers for twelve years as a producer and photographer.  From May 13th-
15th, I participated in a feminist observatory by a Central American feminist group called 
Petateras, focusing on the epidemic of violence against women in Guatemala, with three times 
the number of femicides (murder of women for being women) compared with Juarez, Mexico.  
We heard testimonies from women about being targeted with systematic physical and sexual 
violence as a tool of terror by political forces, narco-traffickers, and organized crime, and also 
stories of women activists’ children being kidnapped and killed.  A woman activist from the 
Survivors’ Movement gave a presentation on femicide at our forum, and received two death 
threats that afternoon.  On March 20th, the Human Rights Ombudsman of Guatemala Sergio 
Morales released a large number of military and police files from the internal armed conflict 
during the 1970’s-90’s, and two days later his wife, Gladys Monterroso, was kidnapped, 
tortured, raped, and released thirteen hours later.  It is another blatant example of rape as a 
tool of terror. For more information about these events, see FIRE’s webpage 
(www.radiofeminista.net–Spanish; www.fire.or.cr–English), also the Nobel Women’s Iniative 
(http://www. nobelwomensinitiative.org/). 

 

http://www.radiofeminista.net/
http://www.radiofeminista.net/
http://www.fire.or.cr/
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Spring 2009 Events: 
 
Jennifer Reich from Sociology and Criminology presented at GWST’s quarterly research-sharing 

event.  Dr. Reich’s presentation, “Vaccine-Resistance as Good Mothering: Parents’ 
Strategic Choices about Compulsory Childhood Vaccinations” was delivered on April 

16th, 2009. 
  

The “After the Storm, No Calm” Conference 

took place on April 24th and 25th.  This event 
featured poets, journalists, visual artists, curators, 
and scholars who had some personal connection 
to the catastrophic events invoked by the name 
“Katrina.”  Working with documentary as well as 
creative materials, participants in this conference 
investigated and performed literary and visual 
responses to hurricanes Katrina and Rita, events 
both natural and unnatural which occurred 
months apart and which reshaped both local 

landscapes and a national conscience and consciousness.  “After the Storm, No Calm” was 
sponsored by a Marsico Grant, obtained by the GWST Program, Bin Ramke, and Selah 
Saterstrom.   
 

The International Visitor Leadership Program hosted an event from May 4th-22nd on “The Role 
of NGOs in Promoting Global Women’s Issues.”  This multi-regional project sought 1) 

to examine the impact of the non-profit sector in promoting women’s political participation, 
economic opportunities, and access to education and health care, 2) to examine the 
partnerships between government and non-governmental organizations in addressing global 
women’s issues, and 3) to examine methodologies used by NGOs for strengthening 
organizational leadership, developing volunteerism, fundraising, and advancing their missions 
to benefit women.  The GWST Program was represented at this event by Jessica Munns, who 
delivered a brief address. 
 

National Women’s Health Week was celebrated on May 12th at Auraria Campus with a 

screening of the documentary film Searching for Angela Shelton and a keynote address by 

filmmaker Angela Shelton.  Shelton, in a quest to film a documentary about others sharing her 
name, found herself to be one among many—a 
survivor of violence. Now an advocate against 
violence against women and girls, Angela shares her 
story, her work, and her journey towards healing in 
an effort to bring light to the issue.   
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Spring 2009 Events (Continued): 
 
 

Meghan K. Winchell, Assistant Professor of History at Nebraska Wesleyan 

University, delivered a lecture titled, “Good Girls and Good Fun: USO 
Hostesses and World War II.”  This Marsico Visiting Scholar Lecture 

took place on May 13th. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The GWST Spring Faculty Workshop was held on Friday, May 15th in the Garden Room of 

the Chambers Center at the Women’s College.  This final workshop of the year brought to a 
close two years of CTL-sponsored work on teaching difference and diversity, featuring 
presentations and discussion on the Program’s accomplishments over the last two years, the 
new Course Matrix (for GWST majors), GWST’s new website, and plans for the future of the 
Program.   

 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
In the summer of 2009, Professor Vi Narapareddy will teach “Global Social 
Entrepreneurship,” an intellectually stimulating and emotionally inspiring course.  The world 

has seen an explosive growth in social entrepreneurship, driving grass roots change and 
sustainable economic development in many countries around the world. This comes at a time 
when the private and public sectors are experiencing turbulent times and cutbacks. This course 
focuses on how leading local and international social entrepreneurs have made an indelible 
difference through the power of their visionary ideas and tenacity. Through guest speakers, 
company visits, and case discussions, this course will examine issues of leadership, strategy, and 
management of world-class social entrepreneurs, who have used unique sustainable business 
models of value creation. Cross-cultural issues that emerge in managing social enterprises are a 
distinctive feature of this course.  Contact Professor Vi Narapareddy at vnarapar@du.edu for 
more information. 
 

mailto:vnarapar@du.edu
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In Memoriam 
Joy Lynn (Jodi) Wetzel, 1943-2009 

 
By Frédérique Chevillot (Languages and Literatures)  
and Margo Espenlaub (The Women’s College) 

Joy Lynn (Jodi) Wetzel, college administrator, educator, and scholar, passed away on 
Wednesday, May 13th, 2009 at the Denver Hospice Inpatient Care Center. She served as 
Director of the Institute for Women’s Studies and Services at Metropolitan State College 
(MSCD) for nearly twenty years. 

During the 1970s, Jodi Wetzel worked on behalf of women’s education and social justice issues 
at DU and was the “founding mother” of what is today the Gender and Women’s Studies 
Program. Jodi formed the first Women’s Center at DU, later dismantled when the university 
went through a budget crisis. She went on to join the faculty at the University of Maine at 
Orono and then returned to Denver when she was appointed Professor of History and Director 
of the Institute for Women’s Studies at MSCD in 1986.  

In honor of Jodi's contribution to women’s studies and women’s education, please click on the 
following link http://www.du.edu/gwst/History%20of%20the%20Women%20Studies.pdf. 
An excerpt follows below: 

 
Founding Mother: Jodi Wetzel  
 
In the early 1970s, women faculty at DU united to protest salary inequities, to help 
students with sexual harassment cases, and to provide support in correcting difficult 
working conditions for the largely female staff. The group became the Committee for 
Women on Campus (CFWC). DU women managed to make small gains, but the 
administration of that era was not very receptive to many of the issues raised by the 
Committee for Women on Campus. After quite a bit of tense negotiation, a Women‘s 
Resource Center was created, and Jodi Wetzel became its full-time Director. 
 
When DU acquired the Colorado Women’s College campus in the early 80s, Chancellor 
Pritchard asked Jodi Wetzel to review the curriculum and decide what was to remain 
and what was to go. Her report indicated that the Weekend College was the important 
thing to keep—it was later to become The Women's College. The agreement with 
Colorado Women‘s College trustees included a commitment to women‘s education, as 
well as the establishment of a second Women’s Resource Center, both of which were 
now run by Jodi Wetzel. Jodi initiated two independent women’s programs on the 
Colorado Women’s College campus: Passages, a now-defunct program for what was 
then termed “displaced homemakers,” and HERS Mid-Atlantic, later re-named HERS 
Mid-America, a self-funded program which sponsors professional development activities 
designed to improve the status of women in higher education. HERS Mid-America is still  
 

http://www.du.edu/gwst/History%20of%20the%20Women%20Studies.pdf
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In Memoriam (Continued) 
 
thriving today. [HERS Mid-America is housed today in the Chambers Center for the 
Advancement of Women, also home to The Women’s College of the University of 
Denver.] 
 
However, due to the financial difficulties confronting DU soon thereafter, a number of 
drastic measures were taken, and both Women’s Resource Centers were closed. 
Women faculty were particularly affected by budget cuts, as departments largely staffed 
by and serving women were closed, including the Departments of Nursing and Speech 
Pathology, and the Graduate School of Librarianship. Another program was to end at 
that time, the American Studies Program; but [upon Jodi's initiative] the American 
Studies Program actually gave rise to a Women‘s Studies program at the University of 
Denver. [ . . . ] 
 

More recently, Jodi Wetzel was invited to participate as a guest speaker in the Opening Panel 
Discussion of the DU Women’s Studies 20th Anniversary Conference. “What’s Right and What’s 
Left to Do?” was the general theme of the conference held on November 7th, 2003. Jodi assured 
us that there were still many right things left to do. 
 
A memorial service is planned to honor Jodi on Sunday, June 7th at 3 pm, at St. Cajetan’s on the 
Auraria Campus. Jodi’s students, faculty, and many acquaintances will be present to honor her 
memory. Jodi Wetzel’s work as a college administrator, scholar, and feminist educator is 
legendary.  She will be remembered as being tough but fair, and efficient and practical in her 
feminist work, always with a generous heart. 
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Fall 2009 Courses: 
 

SOCS 1112 
CRN 3171 

Foundations in Gender and Women’s Studies 
10:00 -11:50 a.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, 4 credits, Jessica Munns 
 
This course offers a broad and theoretically engaged introduction to the field(s) of Gender and 
Women’s Studies. Feminist theory will serve as a framework for exploring how women’s and 
men’s identities, opportunities, and experiences are informed not only by our cultural 
assumptions about gender, but also by other interrelated factors such as race, ability, ethnicity, 
class, and sexuality. Topics we will interrogate include: the social construction of masculinity and 
femininity; the politics of bodies; communication and gender; sexuality; families; violence; and 
the media. The course will be run as a seminar in which all students will write regularly and 
participate often. 

GWST 2981 
CRN 2101 

Latina Feminisms 
4:00 - 5:50 p.m., Wednesdays, 2 credits, Lisa Martinez 
 
This course will draw upon work by sociologists, Latina feminists, and gender and women’s 
studies scholars to explore Latinas’ varied experiences in the context of the U.S.  Topics include 
migration; sexuality; racial/ethnic identity formation; and political empowerment.  By 
understanding the multiple and often intersecting meanings of “Latina-ness,” students will 
critically apply and synthesize course material to discuss the major social, economic, and 
political institutions that define and are being defined by the dynamic presence of Latinas in 
local and transnational contexts.  
 
Note:  In addition to course readings and discussions, students are required to attend a series of 
guest lectures during the regular class meeting time beginning in late September/early October.   

 
 Also-listed Courses: 

PLSC 2700 
CRN 3998 

Topics in Political Science: Law, Sex, and Marriage 
8:00 - 9:50 a.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5 credits, Susan M. Sterett 

GWST 2210 
/ SOCI 2210 
CRN 3046 

The Family 
4:00 - 5:50 p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, 5 credits, Christine S. Sheikh 

GWST 2420 
/ SOCI 2420 
CRN 2593 

Social Inequality 
12:00 - 1:50 p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, 5 credits, Lisa  Martinez 

 
 Other Courses of Interest: 

CORE 2553 
CRN 4049 

Women Write in the West 
12:00 - 1:50 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 credits, Stacy G. Coyle 

CORE 2585 
CRN 3919 

Israel, Gender, and Culture 
10:00 - 11:50 a.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, 4 credits, Caryn S. Aviv 

 


