Specialized

SFS Panama
Tropical Island Biodiversity &
Conservation Studies

Eligibility Requirements:
 3.3 GPA
 Applicable Natural Sciences
preferred

www.fieldstudies.org/
Chance of Placement: Limited

Panama

Deadline for Nomination Requirements:
January 30th

Academics
The School for Field Studies (SFS) was established in 1980 as an environmental study
abroad program that focuses on hands-on, experiential, and interdisciplinary learning; SFS
emphasizes working with community partners to examine environmental issues and
identify conservation solutions. The SFS Tropical Island Biodiversity and Conservation

This program includes
opportunities for:
 Community/Field Study
 Research

Studies program explores the delicate ecosystem of the Bocas del Toro archipelago.
Students engage in curriculum and research that focuses on defining key island systems,
both natural and human, and how they interface; the ultimate goal being to help islanders maintain balance and harmony
between the needs of the local people and nature. This is a highly structured, intensive program with six days per week
spent in academic activities. The set curriculum includes: Tropical Coastal Ecology; Principles of Resource Management;
Environmental Policy & Socioeconomic Values; Language, Culture and Society of Panama; and Directed Research. Previous
ecology, biology, or environmental studies coursework is required.

Location & Culture
Bocas del Toro, or “mouth of the bull” in Spanish, is located off the eastern coast of Panama, along the beautiful Caribbean
waters of Almirante Bay. The archipelago harbors massive stands of old growth rainforests and is host to more marine and
terrestrial species than almost anywhere else on Earth. Presently, however, this great biodiversity is under threat from a
variety of both human and natural pressures. In addition to a wealth of ecological treasures, Bocas del Toro is also home
to rich cultural diversity, with various groups calling the archipelago home, including Latinos, Afro-Antilleans, indigenous
people, and expatriates. Students have the opportunity to engage in the local community through participation with local
conservation groups, tutoring school children, meeting with indigenous leaders and elders of the Ngobe, participating in
short home stays and attending community festivals and sporting competitions.

Housing & Meals
Students live in the SFS field station, a beautiful two-story wooden building with a classroom, porch, dining room and
dorm rooms. Facilities include a spacious classroom, six student dorm rooms
with ceiling fans, air conditioning, and private bathrooms, and a covered deck
with a view of the water. The station is located on Isla Solarte, a small tropical
island paradise only three miles long and less than half a mile wide, situated
The following will be billed by DU:
 DU Tuition
just a short boat ride away from Bocas del Toro town. Meals are provided.






DU Tech Fee
Program Fee (non-CGS only; check
with your OIE advisor for amount)
DU Study Abroad Housing
DU Study Abroad Meals
Application Fee (non-CGS only)

Amounts billed will reflect DU’s 2014-15 prices.

Additional Information
 Calendar
 Semester system
 Post Nomination Application Requirements
 SFS Essay questions as well as Academic and Character Reference on SFS
forms are required.

