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his is the first histori-

cally comprehensive,

up-to-date analysis of
the causes, content, and
consequences of nationalism
in China, an ancient empire
that has struggled to construct
a nation-state and find its
place in the modern world. It
shows how Chinese political
elites have competed to
promote different types of
nationalism linked to their
political values and interests
and imposed them on the
nation while trying to repress
other types of nationalism. In

particular, the book reveals

how leaders of the PRC have
adopted a pragmatic strategy
to use nationalism while
struggling to prevent it from
turning into a menace rather

than a prop.

Suisheng Zhao is Associate
Professor at the University of
Denver’s Graduate School of
International Studies, and
Executive Director of its Center
for China-U.S. Cooperation. He
is the founder and editor of the
Journal of Contemporary
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“Professor Zhao’s analysis, rich in historical data and comprehensive
coverage, will become the standard comprehensive work on this piv-
otal subject. . .. Whether or not the the ‘pragmatic nationalism’
described by Zhao succeeds is of great moment to China’s people and
the world.”
—David M. Lampton,
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies
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“In this volume Suisheng
Zhao brilliantly decon-
structs the term national-
ism and explains how it
has been variously used
by Chinese leaders and
elites in modern times.
Zhao's remarkable
understanding of histori-
cal events and personali-
ties enables him to illus-
trate how multiple forms
of nationalism produced
an eclectic affinity of
ideas for political and
social change that swept
the Chinese nation and its
people from one revolu-
tion to another. A stellar
achievement!”
—Ramon H. Myers,
Hoover Institution on
War, Revolution,
and Peace
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