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      Institute for the Advancement of the American Legal System

      Justice we can believe in.

    

          
            




  
  
    
      
              




      

      
        Trending Topic

        Building a Better Bar: Capturing Minimum Competence


      

    

  
    
            The legal profession has never had a clear, explicit understanding of the minimum competence needed to practice law and how it should be tested on the bar exam (or through other licensing approaches). Through this project, we have defined minimum competence and have new recommendations for how the legal licensing process—including the bar exam—must change to better serve the public.
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        Trending Topic

        Judicial Performance Evaluation 2.0


      

    

  
    
            Current judicial performance evaluation (JPE) processes—which are like job evaluations for judges—no longer fully capture the experience of modern court users, the needs of modern judges, or the expectations of modern voters. Our JPE 2.0 project is helping JPE programs update their approaches to reflect modern realities, while remaining accurate, trusted, and relevant.

      
    Read More

    
  





    




  
  
    
      
              




      

      
        Trending Topic

        Above the Line Network


      

    

  
    
            With the middle class Americans lacking quality and affordable legal services, a more concerted national effort is needed to address this distinct and alarming access gap. The Above the Line Network aims to do just that by expanding successful middle class-focused legal services and building support for larger policy and systemic changes.
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            What We Do

      
            IAALS is changing how our system serves people today, while anticipating and preparing for future needs—delivering justice all of us can believe in.



      
      
                
          
              




      
            For the People

      

            What good is the promise of “justice for all” if costs, complexity, and inaccessibility make it impossible for so many? Our system is designed to serve the people, so IAALS places them at the center of all we do.

      
      



                
          
              




      
            Through the Courts

      

            At IAALS, we’re identifying innovations that make the court system easier to navigate for everyone, while also helping courts increase efficiency, reduce procedural complexity, and make the most of the often limited resources they have.

      
      



                
          
              




      
            With the Profession

      

            The legal profession must evolve to put client and consumer needs first. IAALS is helping do just that—through improved legal education, better lawyer licensing, and re-regulation of legal services to make them more available and responsive to all.

      
      



          

  
  



      
            We work across five broad areas of reform in our legal system:
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      IAALS and LSAC to Develop Updated Model of Lawyer Skills and Competencies


                    
            IAALS and the Law School Admission Council have announced a new joint project designed to provide a comprehensive updated view of the skills and competencies new lawyers need to succeed and serve clients well in the rapidly evolving legal profession. 
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      16th Annual Rebuilding Justice Award Dinner


                    
            IAALS’ 16th Annual Rebuilding Justice Award Dinner will celebrate the 2024 Rebuilding Justice Awardee, the Oregon Alternatives to the Exam (ATE) Task Force, as well as the 2024 Alli Gerkman Legal Visionary Awardee, Eduardo Gonzalez.
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      Texas Proposal to Expand Legal Access Exposes Opponents' Reliance on False Narratives


                    
            Leaders in the regulatory innovation movement encounter two persistent misconceptions: that the access to justice crisis solely impacts low-income individuals and that new legal market models pose risks to consumers. Despite evidence refuting these beliefs, they persist, underscoring the need for clarification and advocacy efforts.
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      Eduardo Gonzalez Named 2024 Recipient of IAALS’ Alli Gerkman Legal Visionary Award


                    
            IAALS is awarding Eduardo Gonzalez, Program Officer for Civil Justice at the American Academy of Arts &amp; Sciences, the fourth annual Alli Gerkman Legal Visionary Award. "Eduardo represents so much of what the Alli Gerkman Legal Visionary Award is about," said Brittany Kauffman. "He is early in his career, but his impacts and passion for innovation have outpaced his short time in the profession."
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        We hope you share our vision of a legal system that works for all people by being accessible, fair, reliable, efficient, and accountable. Please join the effort by making a gift today.
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