English ’

An Overview...

English is a major branch of the language arts and its main focus is on the written word.
However, a broader, more commonly accepted definition would include the study of literature,
speech, poetry, drama, and writing. The study of English orients students to the discipline of
thinking and communicating.

Skills:
Background of general knowledge
High proficiency in reading, writing &

Ability to read analytically
Ability to read for styles/ideas

speaking
Comprehensive command of
grammar/vocabulary

Ability to conduct/explain research
Good listening, clarifying, questioning &

responding skills

Capacity to work well under pressure

Some Professional Careers:

Ability to make critical observations/decisions
Ability to concentrate for long periods of time

Actor/Actress Freelance Writer Publicity Coordinator
Advertising Consultant Humorist Publisher

Archivist Interpreter Receptionist

Art Critic/Food Critic Journalist Reporter

Author Lawyer Researcher
Bibliographer Lexicographer Secretary

Biographer Librarian Software Documenter
Book Critic Library Technical Assistant ~ Speech Pathologist
Bookstore Manager Lobbyist Speech Writer
Columnist Media Specialist Technical Writer
Commentator Narrator Textbook Writer
Copy Writer Paralegal Assistant Travel Agent

Court Reporter Playwright TV/Radio Announcer
Editor Proofreader University Administrator
Editor Public Relations Director
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Hiring Organizations:
Advertising agencies
Bookstores
Communication firms
Department stores
Educational institutions
Film companies

Fund raising firms
Government agencies
Insurance companies

Professional Organizations:
American Society of Magazine Editors
810 Seventh Avenue, 24th Floor

New York, NY 10019

(212) 872-3700

fax: (212) 906-0128
http://asme.magazine.org/

email: asme@magazine.org

National Council of Teachers of English
1111 West Kenyon Road

Urbana, IL 61801-1096

(800) 369-6283 fax: (217) 328-9645

www.ncte.org
email: public info@ncte.org

Society for Technical Communication
901 N. Stuart St., Ste. 904

Arlington VA 22203-1822

phone: (703) 522-4114

fax: (703) 522-2075

www.stc.org
email: stc@stc.org
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Magazines

Newspapers

Personnel departments
Professional journals

Public relation firms
Publishing firms

Radio/TV industry
Research/Development firms
Travel agencies

The Dow Jones Newspaper Fund
P.O. Box 300

Princeton, N.J. 08543-0300
(609) 452-2820

fax: (609) 520-5804
www.newspaperfund.org

National Writers Association
10940 S. Parker Road, #508,
Parker, CO 80134

(303) 841-0246

fax: (303) 751-8593
www.nationalwriters.com
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