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Belay Mission Statement and Objectives



Mission Statement

Belay is a student organization at the University of Denver that is comprised of students who have a variety of learning disabilities and/or AD/HD.  Members of Belay believe that all students have strengths, learn differently, and should have the opportunity to live up to their academic potential. We believe that self-advocacy is important to succeed in academic endeavors and strive to share that message with others.
Belay is committed to reaching out to communities both on the DU campus and in the Denver metro area. Connection is the on-campus portion of Belay that provides an opportunity for LEP students to come together through social events to develop friendships. Though social gatherings, students are able to offer support and encouragement to one another. Members of the Outreach division of Belay have the opportunity to reach out to the Denver community by giving presentations to younger students who have learning disabilities. Sharing their own journeys from junior high into college, students seek to inspire younger students to continue to believe in their dreams. Outreach also attempts to educate parents and teachers about ways to provide assistance to their students through interactive presentations. 

Objectives

Connection

1. To provide students with an environment that allows LEP participants to develop friendships with other students in the program. 

2. To educate members of the DU faculty about obstacles students with learning disabilities encounter in the classroom. 

3. To provide literary resources for LEP students to improve knowledge about their disabilities. 

Outreach

1. To inform high school students about important skills needed to transition successfully into college. 

2. To teach junior high students about self-advocacy.

3. To educate parents and teachers in ways to help support their children and students who have learning disabilities. 

Belay Organizational Chart
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Belay Leadership Descriptions



Advisor: LEP counselor who supports Belay Co-Presidents and acts as treasurer

Co-Presidents: oversee communications director, connection presidents, and outreach presidents; oversee spending of money with supervision of advisor; meet with advisor weekly; organize and plan weekly meetings for members; serve as a liaison between Belay and LEP counselors

Communications Director: weekly news letter, record minutes during weekly member meetings; update website; provide communication between Connection and Outreach presidents; create and dispense monthly event calendars

Connection Co-Presidents: administer campaign projects targeting students in the LEP community; Manage marketing director; attend events or make arrangements for another facilitator to be present; make connections and communicate with potential speakers

Connection Marketing Director: promoting events to LEP students; oversee faculty correspondence; creating and distributing information about upcoming events

Outreach Co-Presidents: oversee projects targeting high school and junior high students, parents, educators, and DU faculty; contact possible schools/organizations for future presentation; supervise Outreach marketing director

Outreach Marketing Director: organize promotion of guest speakers in the community; research possible conferences/workshops for Belay to attend; create and distribute fliers for upcoming events
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