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A fourth member should be added to our three-elected Mississippi Transportation
Commission. The new member would not be elected, but would be appointed by the
governor and would also serve as the chief executive of the Department of
Transportation.
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I appreciate the opportunity to appear before this committee. Time does not
permit a lengthy discussion of transportation trends, issues, and needs. Allow me to
make three points that underscore the need for fresh thinking about how Mississippi state
government organizes and executes its important transportation functions.

During the past 25 years, a revolution has occurred in transportation. A global
intermodal freight network has evolved. It is now the global standard for moving freight.
This intermodal network is sharply focused on speed, safety, reliable scheduling, and
economic efficiency. It builds on the strengths of each mode, who have become partners
in offering service. It makes use of the cargo container. Cargo ships and airplanes span
the oceans. The freight railroad is the high-speed, long-distance land transport artery.
The truck provides local feeder service at origins and destinations. This intermodal
system works. It continues to grow. Its future success will hinge partly upon our ability
to further improve the routes and terminals which make it work. Yes, a revolution in
freight transportation has occurred. But the general public certainly is not aware of it.
Most public officials and opinion leaders don’t even know of its existence.

My second example is an outgrowth of the first one, and is taking place right here
in Mississippi. It’s the Meridian Speedway. It isn’t a racetrack. It’s a rail corridor jointly
developed by Kansas City Southern and Norfolk Southern. This is a high-speed, high
capacity rail freight route between Meridian and Shreveport. The Meridian Speedway is
emerging as the most important east-west rail corridor across the Deep South.

This project will surely be the most important transportation improvement in our state for
at least the next decade. It offers impressive economic development potential. Elsewhere
in North America several regional intermodal terminals are being built to combine the
traditional notion of transferring freight between rail and truck, but also to place freight
customers’ regional distribution centers at these transfer points. The community
leadership of Meridian is considering such a facility. Again, here we have a project of
vital importance to our state’s future, and most people don’t know about it.

My final example is a report commissioned by the National Center for Intermodal
Transportation after the September 11, 2001, tragedy. It represents a consensus of
transportation experts who concluded that the nation needs a new transportation agenda.
The disruption caused by the events of September 11 disclosed serious flaws in our
transportation systems. But the terrorist attacks only magnified problems and defects
which have existed for years. This report is brief and easy to read. It should prompt fresh
thinking about how we face today’s needs and tomorrow’s challenges.






