PIOJect Homeless Connect

It has alvvays been a harsh reahzatlon in my hfe that 1t is easy to volunteer and to . D -

i to trul ‘love the people you are servmg Last Fnday dnrmg Pro;ect o B

S : Homeless Connect I got a chance to serve and love some really emraordmary'pegple that .

I otherw1se would never have met o

Dunng PIOJGCt Homeless Connect I volunteered for Chent Support Serv1ces for R

the fu]l day (6hours) Tn thls‘role 'I'was pan'ed Wlth a homeless 'person ( Va farmly) in k

areas I Warted in, the hne of the other volunteers as the homeless mleduals came 1n the S PRI

(Y "

: ‘door and were parred up w1th the next volunteer m hne Frem there we would take them e

- would_ gmde them to the appropnate stanons around the room to try and get the

g ‘,"';1nd1v1dnal help In the role of chent support servmes I had the chance to pegen_ﬁf_ ‘_: ";" s e

e imteract w1th the PSOPIe thaz the pmle‘:t 13 helpmg and see ﬁmt hand how the drfferent

n t ben : f'tmg the homeless of Denver

| ._. 1 have to adnnt that Ilwas nervous and I had my reservatmns al)out volunteenng to.,- R
o :', ass1st a homeless md1v1dua_l Before t‘rns prOJect, 1 had never mteracted on a personal |
' basm W1th the horneless of Denver outsrde of a small soup kltchen 1 wasn t sure how
. : :they would respoud to me or how I would respond to them Luckﬂy, I had a, very posmve o

T expenence that enabled me to now have a more eompassronate splrlt for the homeless m :

S ligh ght of thelr srtuatlons and of the1r spmts



Upon entenng the erld House I 1mmed1ate1y hoped in Ime to be matched up Wlth e
an 1nd1v1dua] I was nervous qulckly rev1ew1ng my notes and companng the map to the ,' L

- f,tables around me I was. at the front of the hne when an Afncan—Amerzcan woman about B 3} :;_' . :",- o

o my he1ght approached me and shook my hand. We mtroduced ourselves got breakfast

: :.-'and sat down to go- over the paperwork. Her name was Vm—and she was hvmg w1th

o her mother in Arvada. From the get go she -. | osmve po]lte 311!1 understanmng AS: -

B force due to he:r bt-polar condmon Because she Worked in non-proﬁts for most of her : e B

;-:.-:;-career, she not only had a lovmg sp1r1t he knew half the people m the room. I very

_much en}oyed Wa]long around to the dlfferent tabIes ]ust s0 she could glve out hug an

: ';-:-catch up w1th oid fnends she Was very popular We tajked a lot about her‘ work and the S L
'areas that I wanted to go mto Vﬂﬂ gave me a Iot of helpful and very encouragmg B
'radwce as she opened up to me about her life. |

| Vﬂ v131ted several dlfferent statmns to fmd 1nformat10n We ﬁrst went to

o i-‘?houmng, wlnch I have to say I was dlsappomted in. The woman talked to us for less than .

I."‘ __1'_.-‘4‘_‘#__ O T LU UL S | SR,




T 'rcould get anywhere else The med1ca1 area (where we stopped to fmd mformatmn or -

- :connecﬁons for her mental ﬂlness) was very much the same because they sent her

G L :__ﬂ'lrough lme and hardly addressed her real 1ssues The mam 1ssue that she Wanted to

'—adﬁi!r’é##ﬁas f.iéé @?ﬁlﬁlﬁﬂiﬁéssr?@ ﬂif? dldntevenhavmy ,%isii Ofstatmo -

’: f':-:}professwnals where she could fmd help I found it odd thai there Wasn t more help in th1s R

L -;f.,_-_area because such a large percentage of the homeless is mentally i "?Dd thought that in- _"j {n -

7—'order to dlreetly address the 1ssue of homelessness they sheuld ad _ 7'  tt AU \

:only really helpful stop was' s-" cidl S umy (whlch was 4. httle dlsappomtmg also because




T '-;'talked to the couple about the1r mormng and they began o qmcldy open up about then: PR IR
cmumstances The two were dressed hke typzcal h:lpples and were open about thelr 7

- --hves Rﬂ was recovenng from teshcular cancer thai had spread to hlS hmgs and Was - = . O

; :Stl]l gomr through what they hoped to be lns last roundof K1mo Rhcouldn _ri:‘work :'i;

s because he was s1ck and ]h; hlS W1fe couIdn’tr work because she was taklng care of '5 ek

_""s:her husband twenty—four hours a da.y They wene cur.rently hvmg ina hotel Wlth

:Voiunteer of Amenca aﬂd had to be out by Monday, so housmg was the most 1mportant S

Sheirives, . Once thelf n“mbef was callecL they held their b_‘ aihs 5 1 paticatl

R thc people about thelr hvmg s1tuat10n Wﬂ:hm a matter of_ 'nuets thy were handed a

green paper telhng them that they quahﬁed for thls orgamz _n to pay for the1r dep031t
L for an aparhnent off the hst they were ngen Dhbegan to¢ ey held hands and 3 S

R E'-I couldn’t help but put my arms around them and share t‘tus mo et mth these amazmg :.' o

-'-:i-fz-::people that I had met oniy a few hours 'beforehand I saud good bye 1o Rﬁ and Dh 5




= 'fee]mg ]Jke we were old fnends Rﬁ-gave me a ﬂower Dﬁ gave me a long hug, |

o and I watched them wa]k away praymg that everythmg worked out for them

f ] Parm:ipatmg in PIO]CC'[ Homeless Connect was one : the most meamngful - ,-

opportumt:les Ihave ever had Even though I was dlsappomted mth the 1ack of

L opportumtles to d1rect‘1y solve problems for the homeless I had the opportumty to mvest L L
R m the. 11ves of people that made a huge 1mpact on my 11fe I leamed so much about the ST

:systems m Denver about why people are homeless _what kmd of people are homeless o R




