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o PrOJect Homeless Conneet
: :Dunng Progeet Homeless Connect I worked from 8: 30am-12 OOpm in the area of CSS
{client support semces) Dunng this time, 1 led one homeless man through the vartous

help stations and listened to his difficult life story. I served.as a guide and a hstener and
I became a learner over the course of my moming thh -

PrOJ ect Homeless Connect isa commumty outreach event de31gned to aid people

- wtth bas1c needs and to further the goal of endmg homelessness . the Denver area m a o

R ten year span What I w1tnessed at the Gate s Fteld House on, the Umversrty of Denver L |

e campns was sometlnng hke I have never seen before Hundreds of Volunteers of all ages o

gathered to aid less fortunate people in obtatmng v1tal services and resources fhat they

E ) would not be able to ﬁnd on the streets orin shelters 1 was amazed by the number of e _.‘ o

- people (both young and eld) who took the tlme to volunteer in thlS event From my own .

o expenence wi '_ _: 4 ,a homeless man of 48 I k:now that a.ll of these volunteers had ,

B an 1mpact on at. least one nerson s life. - |

| I wonld hke to start out with 2 brief surnmary ofw s life as he told it to me.

- & was born mto a farrnly with severe ﬁnanc1a1 and rnora.l 1ssues At h13 tenth
"l-j-bn'thday, hlS parents gave hlm lns ﬁrst shot of metharnphetamme hopmg to get lnm |
hooked SO that he could carry on the family tradmon .a tradltlon of drug—runmng

%soon became a fifth-generation drug-rummer, and he joined the Mexican mafia

for protecnon and a sense of belongmg He told me gruesome stortes of his trade For

exarnple he Was hn‘ed to colleet money from drug addtets Who were in debt he :
- ‘ 3 L
eollected by chaining then' hands to the celllng of a van and beatmg their ribs with a '

4
water hose filled with sand. Jiissmsss has been shot three fimes and stabbed five times.



He haé eign‘n chﬂdren all of whom a:re ﬁov% throﬁén college (ono isa Chnsﬁan _nnnister).
He has been in Jall for nine years and has been homeless for the last fourteen. Heisa

. ;.conwcted drug trafﬁcker and sex offender but I could see 1n& ’s eym that he is o
L Vnow a changed man. Desp1te all of é s wrongs he has tumed lns hfe around and R
18 domg h1s best to stay stralght desplte hls ‘many hardships Now in addltlon to a hfe of |
| 'homelessness and past conv1ct10ns !&15 tennmally il Wlth osteoartlmhs _ L
gy cmphysema, dlabetes and blood clots If anyone needed help on Aprﬂ 20“‘ 2007 at /r W ’
_.-PI’OJCCt Homeless Connect 1t was my ﬁ‘lend& . T

’ ) Dunng the mormng hours of PrOJect Homeless Colnnect. I saw many people‘ s
oooperate to make thmgs Tom smoothly and to help as many neople as possﬂ)le &

was ex’tremely nervous to approach the Iegal heip table as he has an outstandmg warrant

E ;_"’,,.{for h1s atrest As a sex offendcr,kxﬂ' is reqmred to reg13ter w1th the state of

S ::'Colorado Unfortunately, he cannot reglster due to the fact that he has no permanent SR

| T
'-»address and 10 permanent home After gaining
- X AT

a We1ght llﬁed off m S back as four k1n lawyers helped him resolve hlS 51tuat10n

s Boigion 4 S
e couragevto wal up to the table Isaw

.w1th0ut 50 much as a ]udgmental glance I also saw oooperanon and compassmn at the N

. a temporary piacc of rcs1dence These Voluntoers d1d not JllSt handma sheet of

- paper with a few names and phone numbers and then wish him luck. They sat down with
hirn, found him a place of permanent care (complete with in-room emergency buttons},
and then offered to pay the deposit for his stay. Random acts of kindness filled the_ Field
House on Fri(_iay. P&haps the s'ig-li;c._ﬂiat struckme ,‘1-11_0-3'[ nfas the 51 gilt of my friend, - : : /'

Brandon Danko, holding a tiny, sleeping baby to his chest. What started out as a simple '



service _-p.rejeet demgned to helphurtmg ‘pe_ople,- turned inte a tlme Wllen felatilon-sl_libs‘ -7
were buﬂt, and hope was recstablished.
After parttmpatm g in thls amazmg event I leamed a lot about human belnes T
| learned that many tnnes a hurttng man or Woman sunply needs semeeae to open rul-a to.
| Vand feel thexr pam I learned that many people genmnely care about one another( | t/ y’
learned that everyone has a story to tell, and they need to tell it to someone\ leamed that |

" one can fmd happmess ever 1 in the most desperate and xmpovenshed soul Th1s Was an

L expenence Whlch re 1nv1gorated me, espema.lly at a tune when 1t seems as 1f the world 1s B R

o : JUSt an absolutely evﬂ place On a college campus Where students many tnnes make the

pIJI‘Slllt of money then: ult]mate goal it is refceshmg to see cempassmn and k:mdness in

' .actton L1fe 18 not money, pessessmns or staj;us hfe is feund on.ly in falth am:l 111 helplng .

o ‘_"’-others ﬁnd the Same
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