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Research:
My research has largely been related to trade, foreign (direct) investment, and development. It has a history of
analysis aspect, in that I have re-examined the works of the classical economists and have advanced an alternative
approach to integrate their trade and foreign investment analyses. I have also been re-examining the works of certain
‘protectionists’ and early generation development economists. My aim is to clarify the framework of their development
analyses, reassert these frameworks’ prominence in shaping their studies, and then elucidate the role that policy
interventions – including trade and non-trade instruments, investment measures, and attempts to enhance indigenous
technological capabilities – play within those frameworks. This proves to be a useful contrast to the mainstream
approach that exaggerates the role played by trade interventions and then dismisses it as nothing but ‘protectionism’,
thereby trivializing an otherwise complex process of development. Based on this history of analysis aspect, I have
extended my research into an area that is more institutional, viz. assessing the changing environment for development
that is defined by various multilateral trade agreements negotiated under the auspices of GATT/WTO. The hope is that
my non-mainstream approach to development and trade analysis could enable one to sensibly caution against the
implications of such agreements for Third World development. These different dimensions of my research are quite
neatly represented in Ho (2010). In preliminary manners I am planning my second book. It re-examines the so-called
‘infant-industry argument’ for promoting industrial development, but again with the hope that that exercise can shed
light on today’s policy debates.
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Teaching:
My teaching interests are in the areas of Economic Development and International Economics. In recent years I
have taught: “International Economics”, “International Trade: Theories and Policies”, “Economic Development” (at
both intermediate and seniors’ level), and introductory Economics.

