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What are your goals?

1 Address or limit the amount of money In politics?
1 Even out electoral playing fields?
} Constrain independent  spending ?

1 Expose secretive groups (501(c)(4)s and out - of - state
organizations)?

} Limit coordination between independent groups &
candidates?

} Encourage consistency or fill in the holes in campaign
finance rules ?




Campaign finance objectives

} Ensure legitimacy of election process and legitimacy
In governing process (anti - corruption).

} Maximize political debate.

1 Provide full disclosure of contributions and
expenditures by campaigns, political parties, and
Independent groups.

} Foster voter understanding of the identities of
political speakers.




The First Amendment

aCongress shall make no law  respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,

or of the press ; or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances . 0




Colo. Const., art. Il, §10

oNo law shall be passed impairing the freedom of
speech; every person shall be free to speak, write or

publish whatever he will on any subject , being

responsible for all abuse of that liberty; and in all
suits and prosecutions for libel the truth thereof
maybe given in evidence, and the jury, under the
direction of the court, shall determine the law and the
fact . o




Independent side key terms

1 Electioneering communication
} Express advocacy
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} 501(c)(4)

1 Political organization
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Recent State Campaign Finance Law

} 1996 6 Amendment 15 (Campaign finance reform:
statutory)

1 2002 0 Amendment 27 (Campaign finance reform:
constitutional)

1 2008 6 Amendment 54 (Prohibit campaign $$ by
unions: oO0sole source govt.

1 2012 6 Amendment 65 (Seek constitutional
amendment to address  Citizens United )




Amendment 27’°s goals

[T]he interests of the public are best served by

- limiting campaign contributions
- encouraging (ESTABLISHING)voluntary campaign
spending limits

- providing for full and timely disclosure of campaign
contributions, independent expenditures , and funding of
electioneering communications, and

- strong enforcement of campaign finance requirements.

Colo. Const., art. XXVIIl, § 1.




What campaigns say:

Get
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Out of politics




The 2012 twist:




What voters hear...
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Contributions? Expenditures?




Chief Justice John Roberts:

oOoWhere the First Amendme.]
ti e goes to the speaker,

Wisconsin Right to Life v. FEC , 551 U.S. 449,
474 (2007).







