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Rights-Based Approaches to Development
Introduction by Sarah Hamilton
Director of the M.A. Program in International Development
Graduate School of International Studies, University of Denver
This digest offers a multidimensional, well-chosen, and timely compilation of resources
analyzing the myriad relationships between fields devoted to the realization of human rights and
human development. I appreciate having the opportunity to introduce the issue for two reasons.
First, the contributors perform a tremendous service to both fields. They have created an accessible
pathway to works that engage: the normative, substantive, and empirical dimensions of the human
rights/development nexus; key debates among theoreticians, policy-makers, and practitioners
concerning this nexus; inclusive analysis of institutional frameworks and actors; and attention to
both opportunities for, and challenges to, the realization of increasingly holistic and converging
visions of human rights and sustainable human development. This contribution is invaluable.
Second, introducing this issue allows me to highlight briefly some of the bases for the mutual
understanding and cooperation needed to realize common human rights and human development
agendas.
On the development side of the movement toward convergence is an increasingly broad
acknowledgement that economic growth does not inevitably lead to gains in human development
(encompassing freedom to promote and maintain human dignity and to realize one’s potential,
material quality of life, non-exploitative employment, productivity, socio-political participation, and
security, among other dimensions) for a majority of the populations in countries experiencing even
relatively long-term growth. Thus, economic growth cannot be viewed as the measure, or even the
linchpin, of sustainable development, which (for at least the past two centuries) has included social
as well as economic ends. At the level of the state, sustainability rests not only on the use of
economic gains for investment in human development, but for a distribution of such investment
that serves to decrease inequality in assets and access to institutions of power. The growing
emphasis on equity and human development (albeit at times using an efficiency-based argument) has
been complemented by a more holistic view of both the ends and means of development that takes
into account environmental sustainability issues; roles for civil society and the private sector;
community-based approaches; and explicit attention to racial, ethnic, social and bio-social (e.g.,
women and children) groups that are most marginalized from the intended benefits of development.
Development is now broadly defined as a field of endeavor that aims to further indivisible human
rights, as codified in international standards.
Growing attention to issues of inequality and discrimination brings development thought and
practice to the shores of human rights discourses, which emphasize not only the ends, but also the
means, of development processes. Human rights also provides a framework for rights-based
development efforts to hold both state and non-state actors accountable for protection of economic,
political, social, and cultural rights of their client populations. Indeed, a human rights focus
encouraged development institutions to greatly increase efforts in the areas of civil and political
rights as integral to the development process. Development has become a field of action
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encompassing not only the capacitation of marginalized groups, but also of those actors engaged in
establishing, monitoring and enforcing rights regimes. In turn, development brings to human rights
perspectives grounded in long-term observations of social, political, economic, and cultural
dynamics that act to support or constrain the realization of rights. At the level of implementation,
the fields offer complementary institutions, tools, and other resources that can produce an effort
greater than the sum of its parts.
As example, the United Nations Development Programme, discussed below, presents a vivid
challenge to proponents of human rights: “The torture of a single individual rightly raises public
outrage. Yet the deaths of more than 30,000 children every day from mainly preventable causes go
unnoticed. Why? Because these children are invisible in poverty. Poverty eradication is a major
human rights challenge of the 21st century” (Human Development Report 2000: 8). Readers of this
issue will be directed to cumulative evidence, critical analysis, and creative proposals aimed at
strengthening human rights through genuinely rights-based development.
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The African Union
by Makaria Green
The African Union (AU) was established on July 8, 2001. Its predecessor was the Organization
for African Unity (OAU)—established in 1963. The charter that created the OAU was the result of
several multinational African conferences held in the 1950s and 1960s aimed at supporting Africans
who were still under colonial rule to incite change through non-violent means. The OAU had just
four organs: the Assembly of Heads of State and Government, the Council of Ministers, the General
Secretariat and the Commission of Mediation, and Conciliation and Arbitration. On September 9,
1999, the Assembly of Heads of State and Government issued a Declaration (the Sirte Declaration)
calling for the establishment of an African Union, with a view, inter alia, toward accelerating the
process of integration in the continent, and also address the social, economic and political problems
that derive from globalization. The main objectives of the OAU were, inter alia: to rid the continent
of the remaining vestiges of colonization and apartheid; to promote unity and solidarity among
African states; to coordinate and intensify cooperation for development; to safeguard the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Member States; and to promote international cooperation
within the framework of the United Nations.
To address issues of development, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD)
was established in 2001 by the AU. According to NEPAD, their mission “is anchored on the
determination of Africans to extricate themselves and the continent from the malaise of
underdevelopment and exclusion in a globalizing world.” The unity provided by the AU, and
African leaders—increasingly being elected by democratic means—will likely provide more stability
to the African continent, thus making it more appealing to foreign investment. According to
NEPAD, Africa’s natural and human resources could lead to equitable and sustainable growth if
harnessed properly, reversing the impoverishment caused by slavery, economic mismanagement, and
corruption. NEPAD is currently focused on the following sectors: agriculture; human development
with a focus on health, education, science and technology and skills development; building and
improving infrastructure, including information and communication technology, energy,
transportation, water and sanitation; promoting diversification of products and exports, particularly
with respect to agro-industries, manufacturing, mining, mineral beneficiation and tourism;
accelerating intra-African trade and improving access to markets of developed countries; and
improving the environment.
One of the key objectives of the AU is to defend the sovereignty, territorial integrity and
independence of its Member States. Yet, the AU is currently having difficulty achieving this
objective. The most pressing need for peacekeeping and security intervention exists in Darfur. More
than two months ago, the AU’s Peace and Security Council decided to send 120 military observers,
and 270 troops to protect them, to Darfur, but the full contingent only arrived the last week of May,
2006. In early May the AU promised to send two thousand more troops to serve as peacekeepers. It
also proposed the mission’s mandate be extended to protect civilians, yet the government of Sudan,
which is an AU member, rejected the proposal except to protect the observers. The Sudanese
government has yet to produce sufficient evidence that it has disarmed the militia in Darfur.
The AU does intend to have an African Standby Force by 2010. In fact, written into the AU
Constitutive Act is a clause granting it the right to impose sanctions on member governments
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should they not comply with the Act, to include infractions of not paying dues, or other actions
deemed as violations. Despite advances and marks of progress, the Organization of African Unity
continues to face difficult obstacles as it strives to provide a better life for all African people.
General Resources
2005. “A Continent Reflects.” Africa Research Bulletin: Political, Social & Cultural Series. 42(6):
16241-16242.
Abstract: Focuses on the current issues highlighted in the African Peer Review Mechanism report involving
Rwanda and Ghana. Firm and concrete actions sought by the very least donor countries to stop fiscal indiscipline
or impropriety and human rights violation; Aim of Ghana President John Kufuor to correct the path in terms of
governance and good leadership for economic development; Optimism of Rwandan President Paul Kagame on
working with others to carry out measures in identifying the country’s weaknesses.
2006. “Human rights leader to address conference audience.” Communication World. 23(2): 5-9.
Abstract: The article reports that Stephen Lewis, one of Canada’s most respected commentators on social issues,
international development and human rights, will deliver the general-session address at IABC’s 2006
International Conference in Vancouver, British Columbia, on 6 June. Lewis, the director of The Stephen Lewis
Foundation, which is dedicated to easing the impact of HIV/AIDS in Africa, has been a special United
Nations envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa since 2001. He is also a commissioner for the World Health
Organization’s Commission on the Social Determinants of Health. Last year, Time named him one of the “100
Most Influential People in the World,”and in 2003 Maclean’s chose him as its inaugural Canadian of the Year.
From 1995 to 1999, Lewis was deputy executive director of UNICEF at its global headquarters in New York
City, acting as a passionate spokesperson for the agency’s advocacy for children, especially in the developing world.
In 1997, he was appointed by the Organization of African Unity to a panel of eminent personalities to
investigate the genocide in Rwanda. Lewis was the Canadian ambassador to the U.N. from 1984 through 1988.
2005. “IN BRIEF.” Africa Research Bulletin: Political, Social & Cultural Series. 42(5): 16234-16234.
Abstract: Reports developments related to human rights issues in Africa. Interrogation on the death of French
judge Bernard Borrel; Hostile demonstrations in Mauritania.
2005. “Putting People First in Development.” U.N. Chronicle. 42(1): 18-21.
Abstract: The article presents information according to which the Third Committee of the United Nations deals
with myriad topics related to social development, advancement of Women, international drug control and human
rights issues. Delegates meet, discuss and debate these issues and work to forge resolutions that enjoy unanimous
support. For if this is not possible can be voted upon. The United Nations Children’s Fund estimates that more
than 200,000 children are enslaved through cross-border smuggling in West and Central Africa. On the
important issue of trafficking, the Assembly adopted by consensus the resolution on “Trafficking in women and
girls.”Since 1995 when the Philippines first led the tabling and negotiations on a draft on trafficking, the text has
enjoyed the broadest support from U.N. Member States.
Barber, James. 2005. “The new South Africa’s foreign policy: principles and practice.” International
Affairs. 81(5): 1079-1096.
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Abstract: This article outlines principles, which, shortly before taking office in 1994, the ANC said would be
the foundation for its future foreign policy. The ANC stated that its core concern was the pursuit of “human
rights,”which were directly related to the promotion of democracy. Other principles included respect for
international law, support for peace and disarmament, and universality. These were to be pursued in four settings.
First, the global division between the First and Third Worlds as the government was concerned about economic
inequality and unjust global trading systems. Second, international organizations such as these were seen as central
to the search for human rights, peace and equality. Third, demilitarization resulting in South Africa’s forces being
used for self-defense and peacemaking/keeping only. The government believed that this would produce savings that
could be redirected into social development. Finally, supporting the rest of Africa, as the ANC believed South
Africa could not flourish if surrounded by poverty. The article examines how far the ANC governments of
Presidents Mandela and Mbeki have succeeded in implementing these principles, and how far they have fallen
short. The article also includes a discussion of Mbeki’s policy towards Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe.
Alex de Waal. 2003. “Human rights organizations and the political imagination: how the West and
Africa have diverged.” Journal of Human Rights. 2(4): 475-494.
Abstract: Focuses on the evolution of human rights as an activity in the West and in Africa. Details on the
ethical standing of a movement for peace, rights or socio-political emancipation; Development of an international
human rights movement; Discussion of the principle and aspects of human rights.
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), US Government. 2006. The world factbook - appendix B:
International organizations. https://cia.gov/cia//publications/factbook/appendix/appendix-b.html
Abstract: Replaces Organization of African Unity (OAU); established - 8 July 2001; aim - to achieve greater
unity among African States; to defend states' integrity and independence; to accelerate political, social, and
economic integration; to encourage international cooperation; to promote democratic principles and institutions;
members - (53) Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central
African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Republic of the Congo, Cote d'Ivoire,
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, GuineaBissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique,
Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (Western Sahara), Sao Tome and
Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo,
Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
Chris Landsberg. 2005. “The U.N. High-Level Reports and Implications for Africa.” Security
Dialogue. 36(3): 388-391.
Abstract: Examines the implications of two United Nations’ (UN) reports on international security for Africa.
“A More Secure World: Our Shared Responsibility,”from the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and
Changes; “In Larger Freedom: Towards Development, Human Rights and Security for All,”by U.N. SecretaryGeneral Kofi Annan; Comments on the reports.
El Hadj Mbodj. 2002. “Prospects for partnership among African cities.” International Social Science
Journal. 54(172): 233.
Abstract: Partnership has become such a hackneyed term that the question may legitimately be asked whether it
is a fruitful concept or a mere slogan. However, the term is of interest not from the semantic but rather from the
developmentalist standpoint, since the second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Istanbul) raised
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it to the rank of a strategy in the context of its world action plan aimed at securing “adequate shelter for all”and
“sustainable human settlements development in an urbanizing world.”In the final analysis, partnership serves to
strengthen the legitimacy of public policy-making through a greater involvement by the agents of development in the
definition and implementation of the policies that concern them. As such, it has undeniable heuristic values in
Third World countries in general, and in Africa in particular, where the existence of economic, cultural, and
social imbalances seriously jeopardizes the development policies being implemented. Only the under-developed states
have in common certain ills, namely, extreme poverty, lack of economic and financial resources, the anarchic
occupation of space and the spread of shantytowns that is blighting the habitat.
John Mubangizi and Betty Mubangizi. 2005. “Poverty, human rights law and socio-economic
realities in South Africa.”Development Southern Africa. 22(2): 277-290.
Abstract: South Africa is a nation of immense variety. It has rich cultural diversity, an enviable climate and an
abundance of natural resources. However, it is also a nation with vast economic disparities and a highly unequal
distribution of income. Hence, in spite of abundant resources and a seemingly vibrant economy, South Africa still
faces an enormous poverty problem that is fundamentally no different from that of other African countries. As in
many other African countries this problem of poverty is compounded by the HIV/AIDS pandemic; by high levels
of unemployment; by low levels of education; and by a number of other factors. Today, South Africa has one of the
best constitutions in the world and a Bill of Rights that contains an array of justifiable socio-economic rights. The
South African government has also attempted to alleviate poverty and mitigate its effects through progressively
developing and expanding a social welfare system and other programs such as the Reconstruction and Development
Program (RDP) and the Growth, Employment and Redistribution (GEAR) strategy. The purpose of this article
is to analyze the role of human rights (specifically the Bill of Rights in the Constitution) and government efforts to
alleviate poverty (through certain program and service delivery) in the face of adverse socio-economic realities in
South Africa.
Murray, R. 2004. Human rights in africa: From the OAU to the african union. United Kingdom:
Cambridge University Press.
Abstract: This work examines the role of the Organization of African Unity, now the African Union, and how
it has dealt with human rights since its inception in 1963. It considers the role of its main institutions both under
the OAU and its transformation recently into the African Union. The book is divided into chapters examining
various themes including the rights of women, the rights of the child, the concept of democracy and the right to
development. Written by a leading human rights scholar, this book is essential reading for lawyers acting for
African states, and for foreign governments and NGOs active in Africa, as well as being of interest to
international and comparative human rights scholars.
Yanshuo Ni. 2006. “Cooperation Without Intervention.” Beijing Review. 49(8): 14-15.
Abstract: This article presents an interview with Christopher Mutsvangwa, ambassador of Zimbabwe to China,
about his views of China’s African Policy. Mutsvangwa answered criticisms of the China-Africa relationship by
Western countries that tie cooperation to democracy and human rights. He expressed his views about the
development of Sino-African cooperation.
Janet Strachan and Maryse Roberts. 2003. “POVERTY, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT.” Round Table. 371(1): 541-559.
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Abstract: The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable
Development, speaks to many elements of the Commonwealth Secretariat’s work, including substantial
programmes on conflict prevention and resolution, governance, human rights, trade, finance for development, gender
mainstreaming, health and education. More deeply integrated approaches addressing all three pillars of sustainable
development are needed and these programmes will be reviewed in the light of priorities identified by the World
Summit on Sustainable Development, and considered within relevant Commonwealth Ministerial fora. This
article focuses on environment-related work that could be implemented by the Secretariat in response to the
Summit, and reviews recent work linked to specific aspects of the Plan of Implementation across all three pillars of
sustainable development.
John P. Tuman and Ayoub S. Ayoub. 2004. “The Determinants of Japanese Official Development
Assistance in Africa: A Pooled Time Series Analysis.” International Interactions. 30(1): 43-57.
Abstract: This study seeks to explain the variation in Japanese official development assistance (ODA) in 35
African countries for the period of 1979 and 1998. It tests for the effects of several new variables not examined
previously in the quantitative aid literature on Africa, including human rights, democracy, and varied U. S.
strategic and economic interests. The findings suggest that humanitarian interests, as measured by poverty, human
rights, democracy, and food insecurity, figure prominently in Japanese aid decisions. In addition, we find that
Japan’s trade with recipient countries and some U. S. security interests have shaped the pattern of Japanese ODA
in Africa, although U. S. economic reform initiatives and oil exports were found to have little effect. While
previous studies have emphasized the importance of Japanese national economic interests as determinants of ODA
disbursements, our results suggest that humanitarian concern and certain U. S. strategic interests are also
important in understanding Japanese aid decisions in Africa.
Political Development
2004. “Well, a little.” Economist. 370(8363): 45-45.
Abstract: This article reports on a disappointing effort of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development to
improve African governments. Two years ago, when the African Union launched a plan to promote better
governance in Africa, its centerpiece was a “peer review”mechanism, designed to force corrupt, incompetent, or
authoritarian regimes to shape up. Unlike previous plans, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development
(Nepad), brainchild of South Africa’s president Thabo Mbeki, was to have teeth. Last weekend, at a summit in
Kigali, the Rwandan capital, those teeth were finally bared, and they were less than fearsome. The peer-review
mechanism will consist of “panels”that will help countries conduct “self-assessments”, which their rulers will
“consider.” Reviewers will not examine whether countries are meeting acceptable standards of clean government,
democracy and human rights, but only whether they are moving towards these goals. Final reports will not
necessarily be published.
“'Test of Governance': rights-based struggles and the politics of HIV/AIDS policy in South Africa.”
Political Geography. 24(4): 419-447.
Abstract: Debates concerning democratisation and development increasingly engage with what are termed as
“human rights-based approaches.” As such, whilst critical accounts are correct in cautioning against Rights-Based
Development (RBD) in an era of rampant neo-liberalism and donor-driven agendas, the paper proposes that not
only are more progressive and political readings of RBD necessary, they already exist “on the ground.” The
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dramatic u-turn in the South African government’s policy concerning HIV/AIDS treatment, for example, is,
arguably, situated at the confluence of rights-inspired struggles and the politics of governance. The policy shift
therefore provides an opportunity to assess how rights-based approaches to development (RBD) can, under specific
conditions, widen critical political space and enable more inclusive governance. The key issues posed in the paper
are, first, how the South African government’s HIV/AIDS policy can only be properly understood when placed
in the context of the broader rhythms of post-apartheid transition and discursive fault-lines underpinning
understandings of the epidemic. Second, as embodied through the Treatment Action Campaign “a social
movement in South Africa”the paper seeks to explore how human rights principles deployed in a context of social
mobilisation and people-driven access to institutional channels, have the potential to impact upon policy-making.
Third, setting out the guiding principles of one particular right, the right to health, allows better understanding of
RBD more generally. Finally, and by way of conclusion, RBD’s contribution to widening inclusive political space
does not have to end at policy-making but can also impact upon rights-based approaches to service delivery. Above
all, this case study offers more general theoretical and practical lessons for conceptualizing both RBD and the role
of alternative social actors and movements in this.
Barber, J. 2005. “The new south africa's Foreign Folicy: Principles and practice.” International
Affairs, Vol. 81(5), p. 1079-1096.
Abstract: This article outlines principles which, shortly before taking office in 1994, the ANC said would be the
foundation for its future foreign policy. The ANC stated that their core concern was the pursuit of ‘human rights’,
which were directly related to the promotion of democracy. Other principles included respect for international law,
support for peace and disarmament, and universality. These were to be pursued in four settings. First, the global
division between the First and Third Worlds as the government was concerned about economic inequality and
unjust global trading systems. Second, international organizations as these were seen as central to the search for
human rights, peace and equality. Third, demilitarization resulting in South Africa's forces being used for selfdefence and peacemaking and keeping only. The government believed that this would produce savings which could
be redirected into social development. Finally, supporting the rest of Africa as the ANC believed South Africa
could not flourish if surrounded by poverty. The article examines how far the ANC governments of Presidents
Mandela and Mbeki have succeeded in implementing the principles, and how far they have fallen short. The article
also includes a discussion of Mbeki's policy towards Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe.
Beetham, D. (Ed.). 1995. “Politics and human rights: Political studies special issues series.”
University of Leeds.
This volume of specially commissioned articles is devoted to a consideration of how the subject
of human rights impacts on contemporary politics and on the discipline of political science. It
assesses the role of human rights in political theory, international law and international relations
and in relation to the politics of different regions of the world. An international group of
contributors includes political scientists, political philosophers, academic lawyers and those with
experience of human rights campaigning.
Zein Kebonang. 2005. “African Peer Review Mechanism: An Assessment.” India Quarterly. 61(2):
138-168.
Abstract: The article examines the viability of the African Peer Review Mechanism for the African heads of
state and government, the end product of the 2002 Summit of the African Union in Durban, South Africa.
9

REVIEW DIGEST: RIGHTS-BASED APPROACHES

TO

DEVELOPMENT

African leaders and their government committed to adhere to international standards on democracy, good
governance, peace, the rule of law and respect for human rights. The union agreed to hold each other accountable
for the development of a socio-economic and political environment conducive for economic growth.
Ishmael Lesufi. 2004. “ South Africa and the Rest of the Continent: Towards a Critique of the
Political Economy of NEPAD.” Current Sociology. 52(5): 809-829.
Abstract: The evolution and eventual adoption by African heads of states of the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD) in 2001 in Abuja, Nigeria, marked an important landmark development in the set of
changes in South Africa’s economic relations with the rest of the continent. As a development framework,
NEPAD aims among others to: put Africa on a path of sustainable growth and development and thus halt its
marginalization in the globalization process; eradicate poverty; promote the role of women in all spheres of society;
as well as the promotion of peace, security, good governance, human rights and sound economic management. The
evolution and eventual adoption of NEPAD by African heads of state have generated a lot of debates around its
process, content as well as relevance for Africa’s problems. Numerous reflections have emphasized the neoliberal
character of the economic strategy underpinning NEPAD and its resemblance to the economic structural
adjustment programmes of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.
Mbaku, J. M., & Saxena, S. C. (Eds.). 2004. Africa at the crossroads: Between regionalism and
globalization. London: Praeger Publishers.
Abstract: Mbaku, Saxena, and their contributors examine the problems faced by Africa as it decides what to do
to improve its ability to contribute to and benefit from the new globalization. Today, the continent stands at a
crossroads; it must choose between joining the new global society and pursuing a process of internal self-reliance.
The dilemma the continent faces is how to participate in and benefit from the new global economy as well as retain
and also benefit from its emerging regional economic and political schemes.
Bronwen Manby. 2004. “The African Union, NEPAD, and Human Rights: The Missing Agenda.”
Human Rights Quarterly. 26(4): 983-1027.
Abstract: Can the transformation of the Organization of African Unity into the African Union and the
adoption of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) really make a difference for human rights
on the African continent? This article sets out the commitments of the new African continental instruments in
relation to democracy and the rule of law and concludes that they are useful and important-bus also that
NEPAD in particular has significant deficiencies. The second half of the article sets out five themes that should
receive greater attention if true effort is to be made to address Africa’s problems.
O'Connell, Mary Ellen, 2005. “The United Nations Security Council and the Authorization of Force:
Renewing the Council Through Law Reform.” in THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND THE
USE OF FORCE, THEORY AND REALITY - A NEED FOR CHANGE?, Niels Blokker
and Nico Schrijver, eds.. Martinus Nijhoff.
Abstract: In 1999, NATO members used force in the Kosovo Crisis without Security Council authorization.
In 2003, the United States led a small coalition against Iraq, again, without Security Council authorization.
Some commentators have called these “failures” of the Security Council to act. This article argues they are
examples of Security Council success. Using force against Serbia and Montenegro in the Kosovo Crisis and
against Iraq was inappropriate. The aftermath of force in both cases makes that apparent. The Council's decision
10
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not to authorize force in these cases should lead us to conclude that the Council's design remains sound. If we wish
to improve the Council, it is not the design that should be changed but the level of Council adherence to the law of
the Charter and general international law. Secretary-General Kofi Annan's High-level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change has endorsed a view largely compatible with the one advocated here. The Panel wants no
change in the role of the Security Council as the sole body to authorize the use of force in cases other than selfdefense. The Panel does call for stricter adherence by the Council to such general international law principles as
proportionality.
Economic Development
K. Y. Amoako. 2003. “NEPAD: Making Individual Bests a Continental Norm.”U.N. Chronicle.
40(1): 25.
Abstract: This article focuses on the endorsement of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development program by
the United Nations. The commitment of African leaders to creating an enabling environment for economic
development, their responsibility for promoting and protecting democracy and human rights, and the capacity of
Africa to enforce a legal framework are emphasized.
Thomas James Hammon. 2006. “Status, Plans of Action, Further Developments, and
Recommendations for Power Pools in Africa.” IEEE Transactions on Power Systems. 21(2): 673682.
This paper focuses on power pools in Africa: status, plans of action, further developments, and
recommendations. First, the Southern African Power Pool (SAPP) formation, current status, and
future challenges are addressed. Then the Central Africa Power Pool (CAPP), the economic
community of Central African States (ECCAS), and the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD) is examined. CAPP is a new sub-regional institution, created in
Brazzaville in April 2003, under the auspices of ECCAS that is presently the focal point for
discussions on regional power markets, particularly as the Ingar hydropower complex when
developed could generate close to 40 GW. Security issues of power system interconnections in
Africa are then reviewed. Also discussed is the current status and developments of the West
Africa Power Pool (WAPP) and the East Africa Power Pool (EAPP). Also considered is
Hydropower and African Grid Development in relation to a rights-based perspective. Finally,
the future of SAPP, CAPP, WAPP, and EAPP is examined.
Hussain, M. Nureldin and Bernhard G. Gunter. 2005. “External shocks and the HIPC initiative:
Impacts on growth and poverty in africa.” African Development Review, Vol. 17(3), p 461-492-32
pages.
Abstract: The paper uses a simple macroeconomic model to estimate the impact of debt relief and terms of trade
shocks on growth and poverty in African countries. For the 18 heavily indebted poor countries (HIPCs) that
reached the enhanced HIPC decision point by end-December 2000, the basic quantitative findings are that HIPC
debt relief has boosted economic growth in these countries by an average of 2.9 percent per annum and that the
computed result of this increase in growth is a reduction in poverty by an average of 2.2 percent per annum.
However, the paper shows that recent deteriorations in the terms of trade have counter-balanced these positive
effects by lowering growth by an average of 2.0 percent per annum and by increasing poverty by an average of 1.3
11
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percent per annum. Clearly, much of the positive impact emanating from the HIPC Initiative has been eroded due
to recent deteriorations in the terms of trade. The paper also estimates the net effect on growth and poverty of the
recently agreed 100 percent multilateral debt relief. This is predicted to boost economic growth by an average of 5
percent per annum and reduce poverty by about 5.3 percent per annum for the group of all African HIPCs. The
paper concludes that 100 percent debt relief is crucial for Africa, but that more aid and policies need to be focused
on a long-term development strategy that fosters the necessary structural transformation.
Ishmael Lesufi. 2004. “ South Africa and the Rest of the Continent: Towards a Critique of the
Political Economy of NEPAD.”Current Sociology. 52(5): 809-829.
The evolution and eventual adoption by African heads of states of the New Partnership for
Africa’s Development (NEPAD) in 2001 in Abuja, Nigeria, marked an important landmark
development in the set of changes in South Africa’s economic relations with the rest of the
continent. As a development framework, NEPAD aims to put Africa on a path toward
sustainable growth and development and thus halt its marginalization in the globalization
process, to eradicate poverty, to promote the role of women in all spheres of society, and to
promote peace, security, good governance, human rights, and sound economic management.
The evolution and eventual adoption of NEPAD by African heads of state have generated a lot
of debates around its process, content, and relevance for Africa’s problems. Numerous
reflections have emphasized the neoliberal character of the economic strategy underpinning
NEPAD and its resemblance to the economic structural adjustment programs of the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.
Legal Erik B. Bluemel. 2004. “The Implications of Formulating a Human Right to Water.” Ecology
Law Quarterly. 31(4): 957-1006. http://search. epnet. com/login.
aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=16457489
Abstract: This Comment explores the content, legal forms, and implications of recognizing an international
human right to water. The concept of water as a human right developed from the recognition that treating the right
to water as an economic good may result in an affordability problem for some communities, depriving them of
access to water. To counter these effects, a human right to water is being developed. This human right to water,
though not fully defined by existing international law or practice, has been protected as necessary to secure other
human rights, such as those to health, well being, and life. Given the structure of international law. State
obligations depend upon which human right a right to water is found to support or whether such a human right to
water is ultimately found to be a separate and independent human right from other recognized human rights.
Whether a human right to water is ultimately established as a right subordinate to other human rights or as an
independent human right, recognition of a human right to water will have far-reaching effects. This Comment
analyzes legal developments in South Africa, India, and Argentina to illustrate some of the ways in which States
have implemented a legal right to water. The Comment then identifies some of the key challenges and development
constraints in ensuring a right to safe water within reasonable distance for all persons. These challenges include
modifying riparian and prior-appropriation systems of water rights, defining and limiting impacts upon other legal
doctrines, and making economic adjustments associated with providing water to meet the “basic needs”of all
persons. The Comment concludes that while recognition of a human right to water is necessary, its implementation
is fraught with difficulties.
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Mary Hartnett. 2002. “The Need for International Woman’s Human Rights Lawyers: Now More
than Ever.” Human Rights: Journal of the Section of Individual Rights & Responsibilities. 29(3): 21.
http://search. epnet. com/login. aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=7201255
Abstract: The article focuses on the need for the trained lawyers who can use the women’s human rights
framework to ensure that women’s rights are provided, protected, and promoted in the context of their own culture
and society. International as well as internal pressure and support are making inroads on behalf of these women,
who are slowly reasserting their rights, and are now assuming positions in the interim government. To foster true
democracy and development, women’s human rights lawyers must also play a significant role in the reconstruction
process. It also describes the “Leadership and Advocacy for Women in Africa”(LAWA) program and
recommends such in-depth human rights training programs as a key building block to ensure women’s human
rights. Important component of the program is to ground the training in practical legal approaches and include
exposure to different methods of legal activism, so that fellows are able to use their training to successfully challenge
women’s rights violations.
Mbaku, J. M., & Saxena, S. C. (Eds.). 2004. Africa at the crossroads: Between regionalism and
globalization. London: Praeger Publishers.
Abstract: Mbaku, Saxena, and their contributors examine the problems faced by Africa as it decides what to do
to improve its ability to contribute to and benefit from the new globalization. Today, the continent stands at a
crossroads; it must choose between joining the new global society and pursuing a process of internal self-reliance.
The dilemma the continent faces is how to participate in and benefit from the new global economy as well as retain
and also benefit from its emerging regional economic and political schemes.
Mubangizi, John C. and Betty C. Mubangizi. 2005. “Poverty, human rights law and Socio-economic
realities in south africa.” Development South Africa, Volume 22, 277-290.
South Africa is a nation of immense variety. It has rich cultural diversity, an enviable climate and
an abundance of natural resources. However, it is also a nation with vast economic disparities
and a highly unequal distribution of income. Hence, in spite of abundant resources and a
seemingly vibrant economy, South Africa still faces an enormous poverty problem that is
fundamentally no different from that of other African countries. As in many other African
countries this problem of poverty is compounded by the HIV/AIDS pandemic; by high levels
of unemployment; by low levels of education; and by a number of other factors. Today, South
Africa has one of the best constitutions in the world and a Bill of Rights that contains an array
of justiciable socio-economic rights. The South African government has also attempted to
alleviate poverty and mitigate its effects through progressively developing and expanding a social
welfare system and other programmes such as the Reconstruction and Development Programme
(RDP) and the Growth, Employment and Redistribution (GEAR) strategy. The purpose of this
article is to analyse the role of human rights (specifically the Bill of Rights in the Constitution)
and government efforts to alleviate poverty (through certain programmes and service delivery) in
the face of adverse socio-economic realities in South Africa.
Charles Ngwena. 2004. “An Appraisal of Abortion Laws in Southern Africa from a Reproductive
Health Rights Perspective.” Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics. 32(4): 708-717. http://search.
epnet. com/login. aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=17721421
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Abstract: Focuses on the need for governments to respect, protect, promote and fulfill reproductive and sexual
health rights. Details of the World Conference on Human Rights (the Vienna Conference), the International
Conference on Population and Development (the Cairo Conference) and the Fourth World Conference on Women
(the Beijing Conference), during which reproductive and sexual health rights were discusses; Belief that evaluating
access to safe and legal abortions is a gauge to measure the progress of nation states in securing reproductive and
sexual health.
Nixon Kariithi, Peter Kareithi, and Peter Kareithi (Ed.). 2005. Untold stories: Economics and
business journalism in african media. Witwatersrand University Press.
Abstract: Untold Stories is an attempt by African media scholars to fill the void created by the dearth of research
and publications on emerging areas of African journalism. This scarcity makes it difficult for students of African
media to fully appreciate how African media organisations and journalists have covered the continent’s protracted
economic crises, reform programmes, governance issues, and the current push towards globalization.
Johannes van Aggelen. 2005. “DEVELOPING A UNIVERSAL JURIDICAL CONSCIENCE:
TRINDADE OFFERS A VIABLE AGENDA FOR THE 21ST CENTURY.” Case Western
Reserve Journal of International Law. 37(1): 41-48. http://search. epnet. com/login.
aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=18001446
Abstract: Provides insights into the workings of institutions intended to humanize public international law
through the development of international human rights law. Regional protection in the Inter-American hemisphere;
System of human rights protection in Africa; Important exchange of experiences between the various regional
courts.
Claude E. Welch Jr. 2003. “Human rights NGOs and the rule of law in Africa.” Journal of Human
Rights. 2(3): 315-327. http://search. epnet. com/login.
aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=11622251
Abstract: African NGOs have created an awareness of the rule of law. These NGOs follow the WisebergScoble typology of documenting violent violations. There is a long relationship with European NGOs, as
European NGOs opposed slavery. Yet, suspicion of foreign NGOs in Africa is based partly on the history of
colonialism and slavery, whose legacy continues. This was dramatized initially with the documentation of the
Menguistu regime in Ethiopia’s mass murders. Africa has weaker human rights networks than for Latin
America and Europe. At the end of the Cold War, the deterioration of the postcolonial states dominated by one
or two political forces has left a vacuum of Cold-War-era weapons; the great powers that provided those guns and
polarized political confrontation, and contributed to their ungovernability, have retreated in their preference. More
of the aid to African NGOs has come not from the U. S. government but from the Ford Foundation and the
Scandinavian, Dutch and German governments. The International Commission of Jurists paid attention to
Africa in the 1960s and 1970s when other NGOs were not paying any attention. NGOs have not stopped the
decline in the rule of law in Africa, though they may have reduced the decrease. They do not have the capability to
press for prosecutions in regimes that do not prosecute and where patrimonialism inhibits the development of such
institutions so that rulers exempt themselves through this solvent.
Zedillo, E., Messerlin, P., & Nielson, J. (2005). Trade for development: Achieving the millennium
development goals. Sterling, VA: Earthscan.
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Abstract: The current international trading system is stacked against developing countries, a situation that
severely hampers development and ongoing attempts to eradicate poverty. Trade for Development presents the
framework necessary to correct this imbalance and give developing countries greater economic growth potential and
a more effective capacity to defeat poverty. Action on trade, such as the progressive elimination of remaining trade
barriers in goods and services, with rich countries leading by example, coupled with enough support for poor
countries to bear adjustment costs and build export capacity must be part of the international effort to defeat
poverty. The UN Millennium Development Library: Trade for Development, in conjunction with the flagship
publication Investing in Development, is one of 13 thematic publications that comprise the UN Millennium
Library. This set of reference handbooks charts world progress and presents strategies for dramatically reducing
extreme poverty in its many dimensions - income poverty, hunger, disease, exclusion, lack of infrastructure and
shelter - by 2015, while promoting gender equality, education, health and environmental sustainability. This
Library is the official, comprehensive point of reference and action plan for achieving the fundamental development
objectives embodied in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) adopted by the UN and world leaders in
2000. Readership: Policy makers and aid and development organisations.

Impact of Conflict and War on Human Rights
2001. “Incompatible with Democracy and Transparent Governance.”U.N. Chronicle. 38(4): 55.
Abstract: This article presents some key provisions in the Declaration and Program of Action from the World
Conference Against Racism, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance held in Durban, South Africa. It defines
victims of racism and racial discrimination, and discusses the development of strategies to protect refugee
discrimination. Human rights education is also emphasized.
Aning, E. K. 2005. “The challenge of civil wars to multilateral interventions – UN, ECOWAS, and
complex political emergencies in west africa: A critical analysis.” Africa and Asia Studies, 4(1/2), 120.
Abstract: Politically and economically weak states are often vulnerable to political disasters which pose
considerable challenges to multilateral interveners. During such disasters, the infrastructure of a country can be
paralysed and in the emerging chaos, forces of hostile opposition might mobilise in order to take over the
government, or people might loose faith in government altogether. This article seeks to analyse the dynamics of such
situations by using Liberia and Sierra Leone's complex political emergencies (CPEs) as empirical studies. Here, I
analyse the impact of these two CPEs on the collaborative intervention schemes initiated by the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the UN to prevent basic governmental institutions from
falling apart. Despite the intentions underlying such intervention schemes, efforts at resuscitating governance
structures do not come without difficulties and challenges. In this article, I analyse some of the different discourses
concerning the role of international actors during conflicts and the manner in which such assistance can be
exploited by ruling elites to maintain themselves in power in situations of civil wars.
Blokker, N., & Schijver, N. (Eds.). 2005. The security council and the use of force. theory and reality
- A need for change?. Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers.
Abstract: In 1999, NATO members used force in the Kosovo Crisis without Security Council authorization.
In 2003, the United States led a small coalition against Iraq, again, without Security Council authorization.
Some commentators have called these "failures" of the Security Council to act. This article argues they are
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examples of Security Council success. Using force against Serbia and Montenegro in the Kosovo Crisis and
against Iraq was inappropriate. The aftermath of force in both cases makes that apparent. The Council's decision
not to authorize force in these cases should lead us to conclude that the Council's design remains sound. If we wish
to improve the Council, it is not the design that should be changed but the level of Council adherence to the law of
the Charter and general international law. Secretary-General Kofi Annan's High-level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change has endorsed a view largely compatible with the one advocated here. The Panel wants no
change in the role of the Security Council as the sole body to authorize the use of force in cases other than selfdefense. The Panel does call for stricter adherence by the Council to such general international law principles as
proportionality.
Othman, M. 2002. “The ‘Protection’ of refugee witnesses by the international criminal tribunal for
rwanda.” International Journal of Refugee Law, Volume 14(4). pp. 495-508.
This article analyses the jurisprudence of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR)
with regard to refugee witnesses, and in particular to the claims for witness protection for such
persons before the Tribunal. It also examines whether the Tribunal has the power to order states
or the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to grant or facilitate refugee
status to witnesses as a protective measure so as to ensure their appearance before it. It looks at
refugee protection and witness protection as they relate to the mandates of ICTR and UNHCR.
Marie-Antoinette Sossou. 2006. “Mental-health services for refugee women and children in Africa: A
call for activism and advocacy.” International Social Work. 49(1): 9-17.
Abstract: This article focuses on the lack of proper care in professional mental-health services for refugee children
and women in Africa. The author argues that the assistance given to women and children is based on meeting their
basic survival needs such as food, shelter, and basic medical care, but falls terribly short in terms of professional
and specialist mental-health assessments. Epidemiological studies indicate that mental illnesses are as frequent in
Africa as they are in the developed world. The article informs that the mental-health needs of refugee children and
women in Africa is not the duty or responsibility of only one humanitarian organization, such as the UNHCR
and its implementing non-governmental agencies. The development of mental-health services requires a multidisciplinary and professional approach that involves social workers, primary health-care workers, physicians,
psychologists, psychiatrists, and the active involvement of the refugees and international professional organizations
to engage in social and political advocacy on behalf of these vulnerable groups of people.
Protection of Social, Economic and Cultural Rights
The AU is operating under the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights, which was
adopted by the OAU in 1981, and entered into effect in 1986. The preamble of the Charter
“recogniz[es] on the one hand, that fundamental human rights stem from the attributes of human
beings which justifies their national and international protection and on the other hand that reality
and respect of people’s rights should necessarily guarantee human rights.”In Article 2, the Charter
confirms that “every individual shall be entitled to enjoyment of the rights and freedoms recognized
and guaranteed in the present Charter without distinction of any kind such as race, ethnic group,
color, sex, language, religion, political or any other opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth
or other status.”
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2005. “Africa-Studiecentrum Abstracts.” Journal of Religion in Africa. 35(2): 127-136.
Presents abstracts of various articles and edited works on Africa in the field of the social sciences
and the humanities. “‘Rocking the Boat?’: Church NGOs and Democratization in
Zimbabwe,”by Sara Rich Dorman; “Christians Among Muslims: The Church Missionary Society
in the Northern Sudan,”by Heather J. Sharkey; “Briefing: The September 2001 Events in Jos,
Nigeria,”by Umar Habila Dadem Danfulani; “Human Rights of Women and Islamic Identity in
Africa,”by Buthaina Ahmed Elnaiem; “Performance and the Negotiation of Charismatic
Authority in an African Indigenous Church in Zambia,”by Thomas G. Kirsch.
2001. “‘Incompatible with Democracy and Transparent Governance’.” U.N. Chronicle. 38(4): 55.
This article presents some key provisions in the Declaration and Program of Action resulting
from the ‘World Conference Against Racism, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance’ held in
Durban South Africa. Includes definition of victims of racism and racial discrimination, and
development of strategies to protect refugee discrimination. Human rights education is
emphasized.
Beetham, D. (Ed.). 1995. “Politics and human rights: Political studies special issues series.”
University of Leeds.
This volume of specially commissioned articles is devoted to a consideration of how the subject
of human rights impacts on contemporary politics and on the discipline of political science. It
assesses the role of human rights in political theory, international law and international relations
and in relation to the politics of different regions of the world. An international group of
contributors includes political scientists, political philosophers, academic lawyers and those with
experience of human rights campaigning.
Gilbert Kombe; John Fieno; Paurvi Bhatt and Jessica Smith. 2005. “Highly active anti-retroviral
treatment as a bridge towards education for all in sub-Saharan Africa.” International Social Science
Journal. 57(186): 609-620.
Abstract: The dual campaigns of Education for All (EFA) and the Millennium Development Goals (MDG)
have made universal primary school enrolment for boys and girls a priority for developing countries. The
HIV/AIDS epidemic has affected millions of people in sub-Saharan Africa and has depleted the teaching corps.
As a result, the HIV/AIDS pandemic has pushed the targets of EFA and MDG further out of reach for
many medium and high HIV-prevalence countries. The provision of highly active antiretroviral therapy
(HAART) in developing countries, however, has given hope to thousands who have not had access to treatment.
The Commission on Human Rights in 2001 and again in 2002 confirmed that access to AIDS medication is a
key component of the right to the highest attainable standard of health, enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. This article explores how scaling up of HAART for teachers can make the EFA and
MDG targets attainable. A HAART programme for teachers can produce substantial fiscal savings in sick
leave pay, the cost of training new teachers, and funeral expenses, even under high HIV prevalence situations.
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Manby, B. 2004. “The african union, NEPAD, and human rights: The missing agenda.” Human
Rights Quarterly, Volume 26(4) pp. 983-1027.
Can the transformation of the Organization of African Unity into the African Union and the
adoption of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) really make a difference
for human rights on the African continent? This article sets out the commitments of the new
African continental instruments in relation to democracy and the rule of law and concludes that
they are useful and important—but also that NEPAD in particular has significant deficiencies.
The second half of the article sets out five themes that should receive greater attention if true
effort is to be made to address Africa's problems.
Mubangizi, John C. and Betty C. Mubangizi. 2005. “Poverty, human rights law and Socio-economic
realities in south africa.” Development South Africa, Volume 22, 277-290.
South Africa is a nation of immense variety. It has rich cultural diversity, an enviable climate and
an abundance of natural resources. However, it is also a nation with vast economic disparities
and a highly unequal distribution of income. Hence, in spite of abundant resources and a
seemingly vibrant economy, South Africa still faces an enormous poverty problem that is
fundamentally no different from that of other African countries. As in many other African
countries this problem of poverty is compounded by the HIV/AIDS pandemic; by high levels
of unemployment; by low levels of education; and by a number of other factors. Today, South
Africa has one of the best constitutions in the world and a Bill of Rights that contains an array
of justiciable socio-economic rights. The South African government has also attempted to
alleviate poverty and mitigate its effects through progressively developing and expanding a social
welfare system and other programmes such as the Reconstruction and Development Programme
(RDP) and the Growth, Employment and Redistribution (GEAR) strategy. The purpose of this
article is to analyse the role of human rights (specifically the Bill of Rights in the Constitution)
and government efforts to alleviate poverty (through certain programmes and service delivery) in
the face of adverse socio-economic realities in South Africa.
Othman, M. 2002. “The ‘Protection’ of refugee witnesses by the international criminal tribunal for
rwanda.” International Journal of Refugee Law, Volume 14(4). pp. 495-508.
This article analyses the jurisprudence of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR)
with regard to refugee witnesses, and in particular to the claims for witness protection for such
persons before the Tribunal. It also examines whether the Tribunal has the power to order states
or the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to grant or facilitate refugee
status to witnesses as a protective measure so as to ensure their appearance before it. It looks at
refugee protection and witness protection as they relate to the mandates of ICTR and UNHCR.
Carmen Urdaneta. 2004. “Virtual Pathways in Africa’s Fight Against HIV/AIDS.” Human Rights:
Journal of the Section of Individual Rights & Responsibilities. 31(4): 6-8.
This article focuses on the significance of effective leadership as response to HIV/AIDS
pandemic in Africa. AIDS. Strong leadership at the community level helps families to obtain the
medical and psychosocial support they need. At the national and international levels, leadership
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ensures that institutions can obtain resources, effectively manage them, and respond cohesively
while rapidly scaling up services. Kenerela, a Kenya-wide network of religious leaders from all
faiths living with AIDS, is one such organization. Formed in January 2004 with twenty members,
Kenerela’s membership grew to more than 1,000 in just six months. Despite this success, there
were conflicts, and the network recognized the need to improve its leadership and management
capabilities to create a successful network and to influence stakeholders to better support people
living with AIDS. From March to June 2004, four Kenerela members participated in the firstever Virtual Leadership Development Program for HIV/AIDS organizations in Africa.
Developed by Management Sciences for Health’s Management & Leadership Program (VLDP)
and funded by the USAID Office of Population and Reproductive Health, the VLDP is an
integrated program that provides leadership development opportunities to health managers and
teams in developing countries, many of whom cannot attend offsite training.
van Bogaert, L. 2006. “Rights of and duties to non-consenting patients: Informed refusal in the
developing world.” Developing World Bioethics, Vol. 6(1), p. 13-22,-10 pages.
The principle of informed refusal poses a specific problem when it is invoked by a pregnant
woman who, in spite of having accepted her pregnancy, refuses the diagnostic and/or
therapeutic measures that would ensure the well-being of her endangered fetus. Guidelines
issued by professional bodies in the developed world are conflicting: either they allow autonomy
and informed consent to be overruled to the benefit of the fetus, or they recommend the full
respect of these principles. A number of medical ethicists advocate the overruling of alleged
irrational or unreasonable refusal for the benefit of the fetus. The present essay supports the
view of fetal rights to health and to life based on the principle that an 'accepted' fetus is a 'third
person'. In developing countries, however, the implementation of the latter principle is likely to
be in conflict with a 'communitarian' perception of the individual -- in this case, the pregnant
woman. Within the scope of the limitations to the right to autonomy of J.S. Mill's 'harm
principle', the South African Patients' Charter makes provision for informed refusal. The fact
that, in practice, it is not implemented illustrates the well-known difficulty of applying Western
bioethical principles in real life in the developing world.
Vincent, R. J. 1987. Human Rights and International Relations. New York: Cambridge University.
An analysis of the impact of human rights on relations among states concludes that provision
for subsistence rights has significant priority over other human rights.
Welch Jr., Claude E. 2003. “Human rights NGOs and the rule of law in africa.” Journal of Human
Rights, Volume 2(3).
Africans have typically been distrustful of external NGOs due to remnants of colonialism and
slavery. Also, unequitable Cold War policies and post-Cold War abondonment created further
integrity loss of infrustructure leading to accelerated declines in the rule of law. NGOs have
helped to minimize the damage. However, NGOs are not impowered enough to initiate
prosecutions and do not have an official role in maintaining rule of law.
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Health Implications
Addressing the dire health crises of Africa, in 2000 the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
brought together the Assembly of the Heads of State and Government, for the African
Development Forum II on “AIDS: the Greatest Leadership Challenge.”For the following two years
the OAU/AU met in Abuja, Nigeria and committed to numerable, yet attainable, targets in fighting
against AIDS and other deadly diseases. The AU collaborated with the ECA, the Joint United
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), and the World Health Organization (WHO), to put
together the comprehensive report, “Scoring African Leadership for Better Health,”in 2004. The
Abujas Declaration on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Other Related Infectious Diseases tasked AU,
ECA, WHO, and UNAIDS to track progress made in the implementation of the targets previously
set.
Theses organizations’ collaborative efforts exposed that in 2003, an estimated 2. 3 million people
died of AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa. Malaria caused 300 different illnesses, resulting in one million
deaths, 70 percent being children under five years of age. Tuberculosis caused another two million
deaths that year. Improvement is difficult, yet overall improvements are being made in the following
areas: scaling–up interventions for HIV/AIDS, TB, and Malaria; reinforcing existing health systems;
shifting government strategies; strengthening partnerships between states; making health part of
development policy; mobilizing financial resources; increasing access to biomedical research and
development.
2003. “Organisations.” Gender & Development. 11(2): 100-101.
Abstract: This article provides information about different organizations that are working for human rights.
“Raising Voices”is a community-based organization, which works to create and promote community-based
approaches to prevent violence against women and children predominantly in East and Southern Africa. The
organization also aims to influence practice by engaging policy-makers, organizations, and stakeholders in dialogue
on how they conceptualize violence programming. “Women’s Caucus for Gender Justice”is a network of
individuals and groups, which aims to develop greater capacity among women in the use of International Criminal
Court and other mechanisms to provide women with access to different systems of justice. Another organization,
“International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission,”works to secure the full enjoyment of the human
rights of all people and communities subject to discrimination or abuses on the basis of sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, and HIV Status.
“The unkindest cut for a woman.” 2004. Economist, Vol. 372(8391), p. 75-75-1 page.
The article reports on genital mutilation. In Sudan, they call it tahoor or “purification”. In Sierra
Leone, it is known as bondo or “initiation”. But English has a grislier term for it: female genital
mutilation. In its mildest form, a girl has the skin covering her clitoris nicked or excised. In the
severest variety, called infibulation, her external genitalia are cut away and her vagina is sewn up.
Female mutilation is not a rare practice. Although numbers are hard to come by, an estimated
130m girls and women now alive are thought to have undergone the procedure in more than
two dozen African countries, as well as in parts of Asia, the Middle East and some immigrant
communities in the West. There are certainly sound medical reasons for eliminating the practice.
Immediate complications include heavy bleeding, infections--such as AIDS--transmitted by
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unsterile knives, and a nasty condition known as urinary retention. And, not only does mutilation
turn sexual intercourse into a numb or painful experience for women, but the more radical
forms can lead to prolonged labour and potentially lethal complications during childbirth. The
International Conference on Population and Development, held in Cairo ten years ago, launched
a big push against mutilation. Since then, 13 African countries have passed legislation banning the
practice. As Nahid Toubia, the head of Rainbo, a charity working against the practice, observes,
stamping mutilation out is a slow process.
African Union, Economic Commission for Africa, UNAIDS, & World Health Organization. 2004.
Scoring african leadership for better health. Kenya: The Economic Commission for Africa.
In response to the growing trend of millions dying in sub-Saharan Africa from fatal diseases
such as Malaria, HIV/AIDS, and Tuberculosis, The Abuja Declaration on HIV/AIDS.
Tuberculosis, and Other Related Infectious Diseases, in 2001, tasked the AU, the Economic
Commission of Africa, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), and
the WHO, with tracking progress of implementation of Abuja pledges. This book provides
statistics, outlines the problematic issues and barriers, and details progress or regression.
Emma Bell. 2005. “Advocacy training by the International Community of women living with
HIV/AIDS.” Gender & Development. 13(3): 70-79.
Abstract: The International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS joined forces with the POLICY
project with the aim of developing an advocacy agenda on sexual and reproductive health rights, and access to care,
treatment, and support for women living with HIV/AIDS in South Africa and Swaziland. The process began
with an assessment of the concerns and experiences of HIV-positive women, and the policy and institutional
environment. A workshop was subsequently held in Durban, involving 45 HIV-positive women from Swaziland
and South Africa, to discuss the assessment and identify priority issues for advocacy. The same group of women
met two months later and produced a plan which directly addresses the reality of HIV-positive women’s lives.
Erik B. Bluemel. 2004. “The Implications of Formulating a Human Right to Water.” Ecology Law
Quarterly. 31(4): 957-1006.
Abstract: This article explores the content, legal forms, and implications of recognizing an international human
right to water. The concept of water as a human right developed from the recognition that treating the right to
water as an economic good may result in an affordability problem for some communities, depriving them of access
to water. To counter these effects, a human right to water is being developed. This human right to water, though
not fully defined by existing international law or practice, has been protected as necessary to secure other human
rights, such as those to health, well being, and life, given the structure of international law. State obligations
depend upon which human right a right to water is found to support and whether such a human right to water is
ultimately found to be a separate and independent human right from other recognized rights. Whether a right to
water is ultimately established as a right subordinate to other human rights or as an independent human right,
recognition of a human right to water will have far-reaching effects. This article analyzes legal developments in
South Africa, India, and Argentina to illustrate some of the ways in which States have implemented a legal right
to water. It then identifies some of the key challenges and development constraints in ensuring a right to safe water
within reasonable distance for all persons. These challenges include modifying riparian and prior-appropriation
systems of water rights, defining and limiting impacts upon other legal doctrines, and making economic
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adjustments associated with providing water to meet the “basic needs”of all persons. It concludes that while
recognition of a human right to water is necessary, its implementation is fraught with difficulties.
Peter Easton; Karen Monkman and Rebecca Miles. 2003. “Social policy from the bottom up:
abandoning FGC in sub-Saharan Africa.” Development in Practice. 13(5): 445-458.
Abstract: The authors analyse the experience of Tostan, a Senegalese NGO, with the abandonment of female
genital cutting (FGC) in Senegal, the Sudan, and Mali. Tostan uses non-formal, participatory methodologies to
support village-based social change, especially in the areas of human rights and women’s health. Following
Tostan’s educational programme, some communities have declared a moratorium on the practice of FGC and have
mobilised their families and villages to discontinue its use. This article describes the process used, considers issues
that have arisen as the concept is marketed and disseminated beyond Senegal, and reviews implications for
grassroots policy initiatives.
Kristin Endresen. 2005. “‘Positive’ learning.” Adults Learning. 16(10): 22-24.
Abstract: Focuses on the results of a study on the lessons learned by activists in the Treatment Action
Campaign, an organization that aimed to address the treatment of HIV/AIDS in South Africa. Challenges
facing Treatment Action Campaign activists in the region; Benefits of participating in the campaign; Relationship
between HIV/AIDS and human rights according to activists.
William Foege. 2002. “Keynote Address: Issues in Overcoming Iron Defiency1,2.” Journal of
Nutrition. 132(790s-793s.
Abstract: The article presents information on several issues related to overcoming iron deficiency. In 1985 the
World Health Organization (WHO) conducted 523 studies and concluded that overall 30% of the global
population had anemia, and that rates were as high as 50% in children in Africa and South Asia. WHO
updated the figures in 1998 and found that the prevalence was not getting better. The current public health
structure is comfortable with chronic diseases, injuries, violence, micronutrients of all kinds, and even issues of war,
human rights, and poverty. A major development in public health is the way it has co-opted others in forming
solutions. It has co-opted with the Women, Infant and Children program to deliver immunizations, with the law
enforcement for injury and violence programs, and with unions and management for occupational health and
injuries. Several new vaccines has been developed, including and anti-cancer vaccine against hepatitis B. There has
been major programs to try to improve drugs to treat tuberculosis and for lymphatic filariasis control.
Neil Ford; Dan Odallo and Rozanne Chorlton. 2003. “Communication from a Human Rights
Perspective: Responding to the HIV/AIDS Pandemic in Eastern and Southern Africa A
Working Paper for use in HIV and AIDS Programmes.” Journal of health communication. 8(6): 599612.
Abstract: In sub-Saharan Africa, HIV/AIDS has proven to be the most challenging health and development
issue of modern times. Its spread is related to poverty, power relationships between men and women, the
availability and accessibility of basic services, sexual customs, and the evolution of traditional practices in modern
society. Currently, most HIV/AIDS communication strategies are based on health education or behavior change
models such as those designed to improve immunization coverage or eradicate polio. In UNICEF’s human rights
approach to programming, communication is explicitly recognized as both a right and a means to claiming other
rights. UNICEF is developing the concept and practice of communication from a human rights perspective as it
responds to the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Eastern and Southern Africa. As it does so, it is refining its
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experience from other program areas, so that currently it is using a range of communication techniques. Hence,
communication from a human rights perspective examines the context in which change occurs, broadening the
responsibility for creating change from the individual to the community.
Neil Ford; Abimbola Williams; Melanie Renshaw and John Nkum. 2005. “Communication Strategy
for Implementing Community IMCI.” Journal of health communication. 10(5): 379-401.
Abstract: In resource-poor developing countries, significant improvements in child survival, growth, and
development can be made by: (a) shifting from sectoral programmes (for example, in nutrition or immunization) to
holistic strategies such as the Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses (IMCI) and (b) improving household
and community care and health-seeking practices as a priority, while concurrently strengthening health systems and
the skills of health professionals. This article focuses on household and community learning, and proposes a
communication strategy for implementing community IMCI (c-IMCI) that is based on human rights principles
such as inclusion, participation, and self-determination. Rather than attempt to change the care practices and
health-seeking behaviour of individuals through the design and delivery of messages alone, it proposes an approach
that is based on community engagement and discussion to create the social conditions in which individual change is
possible. The strategy advocates for the integration of sectoral programmes rather than the development of new
holistic programmes, so that integrated programmes are created from multiple entry points. As integration occurs,
the participatory communication processes that are used in sectoral programmes can be enriched and combined,
improving the capacity of governments and agencies to engage community members effectively in a process of
learning and action related to child health and development.
Geoff Foster. 2006. “Children who live in communities affected by AIDS.” Lancet. 367(9511): 700701.
Abstract: The author of this article argues that more attention must be paid to the children of parents dying of
AIDS in Africa. AIDS orphans as a group have received a good deal of international attention, but services for
children whose parents have the disease are few. Living with a sick parent can negatively impact a child’s physical,
emotional and mental development. Communities have drawn together to support these children while their parents
are ill and after they die, but their efforts are mostly self-funded by the very people who can least afford it. The
article calls for more governmental and organizational support for all children living in communities affected by
AIDS.
Regina Jere-Malanda. 2003. “THE HUMAN RIGHT FOR HEALTH & LIFE.” New African. 419):
58.
Abstract: The article focuses on health care facilities in Africa as of June 2003. Fifty-five years after the
constitution of the World Health Organization (WHO) was written, and amid worldwide concern about human
rights abuses in Africa, most Africans are still being denied the fundamental right of health. Yet it is well known
that a population ravaged by disease retards economic development and makes it very difficult for any government
to preserve domestic tranquility. The burden of disease and rates of death from a wide range of infectious,
communicable and some treatable diseases in Africa cannot be overemphasized. Health problems such as HIV,
Aids, tuberculosis and malaria dominate the health agenda of Africa. Yet at the same time, there is an everwidening gap of access to health facilities and medicine between the rich Northern countries and Africa. The
WHO estimates that 29 million Africans are infected with HIV, yet only 5% of them get the chance to be
treated. Often entire populations have no means and access to essential drugs. Even when available, the drugs are
too expensive. Health systems needed to deliver them are inadequate or non-existent.
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Peris S. Jones. 2005. ““A Test of Governance”: rights-based struggles and the politics of HIV/AIDS
policy in South Africa.” Political Geography. 24(4): 419-447.
Abstract: Debates concerning democratisation and development increasingly engage with what are termed as
“human rights-based approaches.” As such, whilst critical accounts are correct in cautioning against Rights-Based
Development (RBD) in an era of rampant neo-liberalism and donor-driven agendas, the paper proposes that not
only are more progressive and political readings of RBD necessary, they already exist “on the ground.” The
dramatic u-turn in the South African government’s policy concerning HIV/AIDS treatment, for example, is,
arguably, situated at the confluence of rights-inspired struggles and the politics of governance. The policy shift
therefore provides an opportunity to assess how rights-based approaches to development (RBD) can, under specific
conditions, widen critical “political space”and enable more inclusive governance. The key issues posed in the paper
are, first, how the South African government’s HIV/AIDS policy can only be properly understood when placed
in the context of the broader rhythms of post-apartheid transition and discursive fault-lines underpinning
understandings of the epidemic. Second, as embodied through the Treatment Action Campaign--a social movement
in South Africa--the paper seeks to explore how human rights principles deployed in a context of social
mobilisation and people-driven access to institutional channels, have the potential to impact upon policy-making.
Third, setting out the guiding principles of one particular right, the right to health, allows better understanding of
RBD more generally. Finally, and by way of conclusion, RBD’s contribution to widening inclusive political space
does not have to end at policy-making but can also impact upon rights-based approaches to service delivery. Above
all, this case study offers more general theoretical and practical lessons for conceptualizing both RBD and the role
of alternative social actors and movements in this.
Gilbert Kombe; John Fieno; Paurvi Bhatt and Jessica Smith. 2005. “Highly active anti-retroviral
treatment as a bridge towards education for all in sub-Saharan Africa.” International Social Science
Journal. 57(186): 609-620.
Abstract: The dual campaigns of Education for All (EFA) and the Millennium Development Goals (MDG)
have made universal primary school enrolment for boys and girls a priority for developing countries. The
HIV/AIDS epidemic has affected millions of people in sub-Saharan Africa and has depleted the teaching corps.
As a result, the HIV/AIDS pandemic has pushed the targets of EFA and MDG further out of reach for
many medium and high HIV-prevalence countries. The provision of highly active antiretroviral therapy
(HAART) in developing countries, however, has given hope to thousands who have not had access to treatment.
The Commission on Human Rights in 2001 and again in 2002 confirmed that access to AIDS medication is a
key component of the right to the highest attainable standard of health, enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. This article explores how scaling up of HAART for teachers can make the EFA and
MDG targets attainable. A HAART programme for teachers can produce substantial fiscal savings in sick
leave pay, the cost of training new teachers, and funeral expenses, even under high HIV prevalence situations.
Kanika Lang. 2006. “Resources section.” Gender & Development. 14(1): 127-142.
Abstract: The article lists publications related to HIV infections. The publications include “Women and
HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis,”“Triple Jeopardy: Women and AIDS,”“Facing the Future Together:
Report of the Secretary-General’s Task Force on Women, Girls,”“HIV/AIDS in Southern Africa”and
“Intimate Partner Violence and HIV/AIDS,”“Sexual Violence in Conflict Settings and the Risk of
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HIV,”“Women’s Human Rights Related to Health-Care Services in the Context of HIV/AIDS”and
“HIV/AIDS, Gender Inequality and the Agricultural Sector.”
McCoy, D. C. 2006. “Translating words into actions: Are governments acting on the advice of the
world health report?” Bulletin of the World Health Organization, Vol. 84 (4) p.327-332.
Every year, WHO produces the World Health Report: the 2005 report concentrated on maternal,
neonatal and child health. But what is the value of these reports? Are they ritualistic publications
designed to promote WHO, or are they worthy of proper discussion and debate? One would
think that given the current crises in global health, the annual report of the UN's primary agency
for health would be important. However, unless there is evidence that these reports are taken
seriously, discussed and debated, and shown to have an effect, a conclusion might be drawn that
they are largely insignificant. And that would consign WHO to a level of insignificance that it
does not warrant. In this discussion of the 2005 report, I aim to provoke a response from both
WHO and the international health community to demonstrate that the annual World health reports
are meaningful. Furthermore, I suggest here that WHO shows its commitment to the
recommendations of the 2005 report by monitoring how well recommendations have been taken
forward.
Mohga Kamal Smith, Fenella Porter, and Caroline Sweetman. 2006. “Gender, development, and
HIV/AIDS.” Gender and Development, 14(No. 1).
In this collection of articles focusing on gender, development and HIV/AIDS, writers consider
the role of evelopment policy makers, practitioners, and researchers in addressing the pandemic.
This ranges from work to prevent further infections, to giving support to those infected and
affected by HIV.
Charles Ngwena. 2004. “An Appraisal of Abortion Laws in Southern Africa from a Reproductive
Health Rights Perspective.” Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics. 32(4): 708-717.
Abstract: Focuses on the need for governments to respect, protect, promote and fulfill reproductive and sexual
health rights. Details of the World Conference on Human Rights (the Vienna Conference), the International
Conference on Population and Development (the Cairo Conference) and the Fourth World Conference on Women
(the Beijing Conference), during which reproductive and sexual health rights were discusses; Belief that evaluating
access to safe and legal abortions is a gauge to measure the progress of nation states in securing reproductive and
sexual health.
Marie-Antoinette Sossou. 2006. “Mental-health services for refugee women and children in Africa:
A call for activism and advocacy.” International Social Work. 49(1): 9-17.
Abstract: This article focuses on the lack of proper care in professional mental-health services for refugee children
and women in Africa. The author argues that the assistance given to women and children, is based on meeting
their basic survival needs such as food, shelter and basic medical care, but falls terribly short in terms of
professional and specialist mental-health assessments. Epidemiological studies indicate that mental illnesses are as
frequent in Africa as in the developed world. The article informs that the mental-health needs of refugee children
and women in Africa is not the duty or responsibility of only one humanitarian organization, the UNHCR and
its implementing non-governmental agencies. The development of mental-health services requires a multi25
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disciplinary and professional approach that involves social workers, primary health-care workers, physicians,
psychologists, psychiatrists and the active involvement of the refugees and the international professional
organizations to engage in social and political advocacy on behalf of this vulnerable group of people.
Carmen Urdaneta. 2004. “Virtual Pathways in Africa’s Fight Against HIV/AIDS.” Human Rights:
Journal of the Section of Individual Rights & Responsibilities. 31(4): 6-8.
Abstract: This article focuses on the significance of effective leadership as response to HIV/AIDS pandemic in
Africa. AIDS. Strong leadership at the community level helps families to obtain the medical and psychosocial
support they need. At the national and international levels, leadership ensures that institutions can obtain
resources, effectively manage them, and respond cohesively while rapidly scaling up services. Kenerela, a Kenya-wide
network of religious leaders from all faiths living with AIDS, is one such organization. Formed in January 2004
with twenty members, Kenerela’s membership grew to more than 1,000 in just six months. Despite this success,
there were conflicts, and the network recognized the need to improve its leadership and management capabilities to
create a successful network and to influence stakeholders to better support people living with AIDS. From March
to June 2004, four Kenerela members participated in the first-ever Virtual Leadership Development Program for
HIV/AIDS organizations in Africa. Developed by Management Sciences for Health’s Management &
Leadership Program (VLDP) and funded by the USAID Office of Population and Reproductive Health, the
VLDP is an integrated program that provides leadership development opportunities to health managers and
teams in developing countries, many of whom cannot attend offsite training.
van Bogaert, L. 2006. “Rights of and duties to non-consenting patients: Informed refusal in the
developing world.” Developing World Bioethics, Vol. 6(1), p. 13-22,-10 pages.
The principle of informed refusal poses a specific problem when it is invoked by a pregnant
woman who, in spite of having accepted her pregnancy, refuses the diagnostic and/or
therapeutic measures that would ensure the well-being of her endangered fetus. Guidelines
issued by professional bodies in the developed world are conflicting: either they allow autonomy
and informed consent to be overruled to the benefit of the fetus, or they recommend the full
respect of these principles. A number of medical ethicists advocate the overruling of alleged
irrational or unreasonable refusal for the benefit of the fetus. The present essay supports the
view of fetal rights to health and to life based on the principle that an 'accepted' fetus is a 'third
person'. In developing countries, however, the implementation of the latter principle is likely to
be in conflict with a 'communitarian' perception of the individual -- in this case, the pregnant
woman. Within the scope of the limitations to the right to autonomy of J.S. Mill's 'harm
principle', the South African Patients' Charter makes provision for informed refusal. The fact
that, in practice, it is not implemented illustrates the well-known difficulty of applying Western
bioethical principles in real life in the developing world.

Women’s Rights
2003. “Organisations.” Gender & Development. 11(2): 100-101.
Abstract: The article provides information about different organizations that are working for human rights.
“Raising Voices”is a community-based organization, which works to create and promote community-based
approaches to prevent violence against women and children predominantly in East and Southern Africa. The
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organization also aims to influence practice by engaging policy-makers, organizations, and stakeholders in dialogue
on how they conceptualize violence programming. “Women’s Caucus for Gender Justice”is a network of
individuals and groups and it aims to develop greater capacity among women in the use of International Criminal
Court and other mechanics which provide women with access to different systems of justice. Another organization,
“International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission,”works to secure the full enjoyment of the human
rights of all people and communities subject to discrimination or abuses on the basis of sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, and HIV Status.
2003. “Training manuals and tool kits.” Gender & Development. 11(2): 99-100.
Abstract: The article provides information about several training manuals and tool kits for different purposes as
for promoting equal rights, for working of community based organizations and for preventing family violence. The
first manual, “A Handbook to CEDAW,”aims to familiarize international development cooperation personnel
with the human rights obligations of individual states with regard to women. CEDAW (Convention on
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women), was created as a powerful tool for promoting
equal rights between women and men, through recognizing and addressing gender discrimination and securing
national governments’ commitments on equality. “Local Action/Global Change, Learning About the Human
Rights of Women and Girls,”provides tools for women and men to critically examine the framework of human
rights. Another resource guide “Mobilizing Communities to Prevent Domestic Violence: A Resource Guide for
Organizations in East and Southern Africa,”is a tool for community based organizations working to prevent
domestic violence.
“The unkindest cut for a woman.” 2004. Economist, Vol. 372(8391), p. 75-75-1 page.
The article reports on genital mutilation. In Sudan, they call it tahoor or “purification”. In Sierra
Leone, it is known as bondo or “initiation”. But English has a grislier term for it: female genital
mutilation. In its mildest form, a girl has the skin covering her clitoris nicked or excised. In the
severest variety, called infibulation, her external genitalia are cut away and her vagina is sewn up.
Female mutilation is not a rare practice. Although numbers are hard to come by, an estimated
130m girls and women now alive are thought to have undergone the procedure in more than
two dozen African countries, as well as in parts of Asia, the Middle East and some immigrant
communities in the West. There are certainly sound medical reasons for eliminating the practice.
Immediate complications include heavy bleeding, infections--such as AIDS--transmitted by
unsterile knives, and a nasty condition known as urinary retention. And, not only does mutilation
turn sexual intercourse into a numb or painful experience for women, but the more radical
forms can lead to prolonged labour and potentially lethal complications during childbirth. The
International Conference on Population and Development, held in Cairo ten years ago, launched
a big push against mutilation. Since then, 13 African countries have passed legislation banning the
practice. As Nahid Toubia, the head of Rainbo, a charity working against the practice, observes,
stamping mutilation out is a slow process.
Emma Bell. 2005. “Advocacy training by the International Community of women living with
HIV/AIDS.” Gender & Development. 13(3): 70-79.
Abstract: The International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS joined forces with the POLICY
project with the aim of developing an advocacy agenda on sexual and reproductive health rights, and access to care,
treatment, and support for women living with HIV/AIDS in South Africa and Swaziland. The process began
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with an assessment of the concerns and experiences of HIV-positive women, and the policy and institutional
environment. A workshop was subsequently held in Durban, involving 45 HIV-positive women from Swaziland
and South Africa, to discuss the assessment and identify priority issues for advocacy. The same group of women
met two months later and produced a plan which directly addresses the reality of HIV-positive women’s lives.
Peter Easton; Karen Monkman and Rebecca Miles. 2003. “Social policy from the bottom up:
abandoning FGC in sub-Saharan Africa.” Development in Practice. 13(5): 445-458.
Abstract: The authors analyse the experience of Tostan, a Senegalese NGO, with the abandonment of female
genital cutting (FGC) in Senegal, the Sudan, and Mali. Tostan uses non-formal, participatory methodologies to
support village-based social change, especially in the areas of human rights and women’s health. Following
Tostan’s educational programme, some communities have declared a moratorium on the practice of FGC and have
mobilised their families and villages to discontinue its use. This article describes the process used, considers issues
that have arisen as the concept is marketed and disseminated beyond Senegal, and reviews implications for
grassroots policy initiatives.
Neil Ford. 2005. “Communication for Abandonment of Female Genital Cutting: An Approach
Based on Human Rights Principles.” International Journal of Children ’s Rights. 13(1/2): 183-199.
Abstract: The article examines an approach to communication that is based on community dialogue and the
development of shared understanding, rather than on the dominant model of health communication regarding
female genital cutting (FGC). In the dialogue approach, the role of the communication professional is to find ways
to include all community groups in the discussion, especially the women and girls who are directly affected by FGC,
facilitate discussion within and between the groups in a community so that all perspectives are heard and
considered and introduce new information into the discussion so that action can be informed by knowledge as well
as cultural preference. Respect for culture, however, is an important aspect of the communication strategy.
Discussion that is based on an appreciation of local language and respect for a community’s traditions creates trust
between insiders and outsiders, making it easier for outsiders to introduce new ideas into the conversation and to
build energy for changes in practice. Effective communication for FGC abandonment must therefore go further
than explaining why the practice is harmful and then persuading individuals to stop it. It must help them discover
how they can stop, by facilitating a non-directive communication process to help them take collective action.
Rose Gawaya and Rosemary Mukasa. 2005. “The African women’s protocol: a new dimension for
women’s rights in Africa.” Gender & Development. 13(3): 42-50.
Abstract: This article discusses the development and agreement of the African Women’s Protocol, adopted by
African Heads of State in 2003. The authors consider the experience of Oxfam GB in supporting the
development and ratification of the Protocol. They make particular reference to the southern African countries of
Mozambique, South Africa, and Zambia.
Mary Hartnett. 2002. “The Need for International Woman’s Human Rights Lawyers: Now More
than Ever.” Human Rights: Journal of the Section of Individual Rights & Responsibilities. 29(3): 21.
Abstract: The article focuses on the need for the trained lawyers who can use the women’s human rights
framework to ensure that women’s rights are provided, protected, and promoted in the context of their own culture
and society. International as well as internal pressure and support are making inroads on behalf of these women,
who are slowly reasserting their rights, and are now assuming positions in the interim government. To foster true
democracy and development, women’s human rights lawyers must also play a significant role in the reconstruction
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process. It also describes the “Leadership and Advocacy for Women in Africa”(LAWA) program and
recommends such in-depth human rights training programs as a key building block to ensure women’s human
rights. Important component of the program is to ground the training in practical legal approaches and include
exposure to different methods of legal activism, so that fellows are able to use their training to successfully challenge
women’s rights violations.
Kanika Lang. 2006. “Resources section.” Gender & Development. 14(1): 127-142.
Abstract: The article lists publications related to HIV infections. The publications include “Women and
HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis,”“Triple Jeopardy: Women and AIDS,”“Facing the Future Together:
Report of the Secretary-General’s Task Force on Women, Girls,”“HIV/AIDS in Southern Africa”and
“Intimate Partner Violence and HIV/AIDS,”“Sexual Violence in Conflict Settings and the Risk of
HIV,”“Women’s Human Rights Related to Health-Care Services in the Context of HIV/AIDS”and
“HIV/AIDS, Gender Inequality and the Agricultural Sector.
Mohga Kamal Smith, Fenella Porter, and Caroline Sweetman. 2006. “Gender, development, and
HIV/AIDS.” Gender and Development, 14(No. 1).
In this collection of articles focusing on gender, development and HIV/AIDS, writers consider
the role of evelopment policy makers, practitioners, and researchers in addressing the pandemic.
This ranges from work to prevent further infections, to giving support to those infected and
affected by HIV.
Charles Ngwena. 2004. “An Appraisal of Abortion Laws in Southern Africa from a Reproductive
Health Rights Perspective.” Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics. 32(4): 708-717.
Abstract: Focuses on the need for governments to respect, protect, promote and fulfill reproductive and sexual
health rights. Details of the World Conference on Human Rights (the Vienna Conference), the International
Conference on Population and Development (the Cairo Conference) and the Fourth World Conference on Women
(the Beijing Conference), during which reproductive and sexual health rights were discusses; Belief that evaluating
access to safe and legal abortions is a gauge to measure the progress of nation states in securing reproductive and
sexual health.
Marie-Antoinette Sossou. 2006. “Mental-health services for refugee women and children in Africa: A
call for activism and advocacy.” International Social Work. 49(1): 9-17.
Abstract: This article focuses on the lack of proper care in professional mental-health services for refugee children
and women in Africa. The author argues that the assistance given to women and children, is based on meeting
their basic survival needs such as food, shelter and basic medical care, but falls terribly short in terms of
professional and specialist mental-health assessments. Epidemiological studies indicate that mental illnesses are as
frequent in Africa as in the developed world. The article informs that the mental-health needs of refugee children
and women in Africa is not the duty or responsibility of only one humanitarian organization, the UNHCR and
its implementing non-governmental agencies. The development of mental-health services requires a multidisciplinary and professional approach that involves social workers, primary health-care workers, physicians,
psychologists, psychiatrists and the active involvement of the refugees and the international professional
organizations to engage in social and political advocacy on behalf of this vulnerable group of people.
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International Organizations
2005. “Get Involved.” National Geographic. 208(3): 144-144.
Abstract: Presents a list of organizations that are respected for their humanitarian work in Africa. Description
of Africare, an organization that works on projects including emergency aid and community development; Work of
the Carter Center in Africa, including the repatriation of refugees and the eradication of infectious disease;
Description of the Global Rights organization, which advocates for human rights; Report that the United
Nations World Food Program feeds an average of 90 million people in more than 80 countries; Others.
Alex de Waal. 2003. “Human rights organizations and the political imagination: how the West and
Africa have diverged.” Journal of Human Rights. 2(4): 475-494.
Abstract: Focuses on the evolution of human rights as an activity in the West and in Africa. Details on the
ethical standing of a movement for peace, rights or socio-political emancipation; Development of an international
human rights movement; Discussion of the principle and aspects of human rights.
Dijkzeul, D., & Beigbeder, Y. (Eds.). 2003. Rethinking international organizations: Pathology &
promise. Oxford: Berghahn Books.
The management of international organizations is attracting growing attention. Most of this
attention is highly critical of both the UN system and International NGOs. Sometimes, this
criticism lacks depth or reflects insufficient understanding of these organizations, or is based on
narrow, and sometimes biased, internal political concerns of a particular country. International
relations theory has insufficiently studied the type of linkages that these organizations provide
between international decision-making and Northern fundraising on the one hand, and practical
action in the South on the other. As a result, current theory too rarely focuses on the inner
functioning of these organizations and is unable to explain the deficiencies and negative
outcomes of their work. While the authors identify and describe the pathologies of international
organizations in, for example, international diplomacy, fundraising, and implementation, they
also stress positive elements, such as their intermediary role. The latter form the basis for more
efficient and effective policies and action that, in addition to some recent political trends also
described in this volume, hold hope for a stronger functioning of these organizations in the
future. This book presents a long overdue empirical and theoretical overview of criticism on and
cures for these organizations. It provides a fundamental rethinking of current approaches to the
management of international organizations.
Peter Easton; Karen Monkman and Rebecca Miles. 2003. “Social policy from the bottom up:
abandoning FGC in sub-Saharan Africa.” Development in Practice. 13(5): 445-458.
Abstract: The authors analyse the experience of Tostan, a Senegalese NGO, with the abandonment of female
genital cutting (FGC) in Senegal, the Sudan, and Mali. Tostan uses non-formal, participatory methodologies to
support village-based social change, especially in the areas of human rights and women’s health. Following
Tostan’s educational programme, some communities have declared a moratorium on the practice of FGC and have
mobilised their families and villages to discontinue its use. This article describes the process used, considers issues
that have arisen as the concept is marketed and disseminated beyond Senegal, and reviews implications for
grassroots policy initiatives.
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Bronwen Manby. 2004. “The African Union, NEPAD, and Human Rights: The Missing Agenda.”
Human Rights Quarterly. 26(4): 983-1027.
Abstract: Can the transformation of the Organization of African Unity into the African Union and the
adoption of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) really make a difference for human rights
on the African continent? This article sets out the commitments of the new African continental instruments in
relation to democracy and the rule of law and concludes that they are useful and important-bus also that
NEPAD in particular has significant deficiencies. The second half of the article sets out five themes that should
receive greater attention if true effort is to be made to address Africa’s problems.
O'Connell, Mary Ellen, 2005. “The United Nations Security Council and the Authorization of Force:
Renewing the Council Through Law Reform.” in THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND THE
USE OF FORCE, THEORY AND REALITY - A NEED FOR CHANGE?, Niels Blokker
and Nico Schrijver, eds.. Martinus Nijhoff.
Abstract: In 1999, NATO members used force in the Kosovo Crisis without Security Council authorization.
In 2003, the United States led a small coalition against Iraq, again, without Security Council authorization.
Some commentators have called these “failures” of the Security Council to act. This article argues they are
examples of Security Council success. Using force against Serbia and Montenegro in the Kosovo Crisis and
against Iraq was inappropriate. The aftermath of force in both cases makes that apparent. The Council's decision
not to authorize force in these cases should lead us to conclude that the Council's design remains sound. If we wish
to improve the Council, it is not the design that should be changed but the level of Council adherence to the law of
the Charter and general international law. Secretary-General Kofi Annan's High-level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change has endorsed a view largely compatible with the one advocated here. The Panel wants no
change in the role of the Security Council as the sole body to authorize the use of force in cases other than selfdefense. The Panel does call for stricter adherence by the Council to such general international law principles as
proportionality.
Wafula Okumu. 2003. “Humanitarian International NGOs and African Conflicts.” International
Peacekeeping (Frank Cass). 10(1): 120-137.
Abstract: The article focuses on humanitarian nongovernmental organizations (HINGO) and African conflicts.
As the number of collapsing African states increases, HINGO, alongside the United Nations agencies and subregional organizations are increasingly being called upon to play more and significant roles in complex emergencies.
Besides mitigating the social and economic consequences of collapsing states, HINGO are also implementing peace
accords, promoting democratic and economic reforms, protecting human rights and encouraging the settlement of
conflicts. Although scrutiny of humanitarian assistance was mainly focused on criticism of its delivery, analysis of
its guiding principles and the evaluation of its position in the humanitarian-development continuum, there is now
increasing concern over its adverse effects on its beneficiaries and on its role in prolonging or solving conflicts that
produced them. There are now widespread indications that humanitarian assistance that is being delivered through
HINGO may actually be prolonging conflicts. A humanitarian international NGO is a private, not-for-profit
organization that engages in transnational activities to relieve human suffering wrought by human activities such
as wars and by natural disasters, such as floods and earthquakes.
Claude E. Welch Jr. 2003. “Human rights NGOs and the rule of law in Africa.” Journal of Human
Rights. 2(3): 315-327.
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Abstract: African NGOs have created an awareness of the rule of law. These NGOs follow the WisebergScoble typology of documenting violent violations. There is a long relationship with European NGOs, as
European NGOs opposed slavery. Yet suspicion of foreign NGOs in Africa is based partly on the history of
colonialism and slavery, the legacy of which. This was dramatized initially with the documentation of the
Menguistu regime in Ethiopia’s mass murders. Africa has weaker human rights networks than for Latin
America and Europe. At the end of the Cold War, the deterioration of the postcolonial states dominated by one
or two political forces has left a vacuum of Cold-War-era weapons; the great powers that provided guns, polarized
political confrontation, and contributed to their ungovernability, have retreated in their preference. More of the aid
to African NGOs has come not from the U. S. government but from the Ford Foundation and the
Scandinavian, Dutch and German governments. The International Commission of Jurists paid attention to
Africa in the 1960s and 1970s when other NGOs were not paying any attention. NGOs have not stopped the
decline in the rule of law in Africa, though they may have reduced the decrease. They do not have the capability to
press for prosecutions in regimes that do not prosecute and where patrimonialism inhibits the development of such
institutions so that rulers exempt themselves through this solvent.
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International Monetary Fund
by Kris Kirby
Just as the United Nations (U.N.) was created in direct response to the human atrocities and
international conflict of World War II, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) was created to help
repair the decimation that was experienced by the developed nations that became involved in the
war. While both organizations have seemingly similar objectives (i. e. , post-war reconstruction and
creation of an environment for lasting peace), the Articles of Agreement of the IMF, however,
contains no explicit mention of human rights.
After the reparation of the former Axis powers was accomplished, the IMF was left somewhat
without purpose. Subsequently, the institution became involved in the financial matters of the
developing nations as a regulator of fiscal policy, as well as delving into other domestic matters.
Thus, one might say, the IMF became a sort of development agency.
The IMF is a U.N. specialized agency. As a result, Sigurn Skogly has argued that the IMF would
be obligated to act in accordance with the U.N. Charter. More specifically, it might be suggested that
the IMF should adhere to human rights standards of protection and promotion of such rights in
keeping with the purpose of the international organization.
Looking to the literature, we find a number of pieces that discuss a human rights-based
approach to development. Assuming that the IMF serves a developmental function, one might
expect to find a portion of the literature treating the institution’s role and participation in such a
rights-based ideal. In fact, a number of authors deal with the subject, but only a few are built around
an in-depth discussion of the IMF’s human rights obligations, and others merely gloss over the topic
in short.
As might be expected, the institution itself most often claims that human rights concerns are
outside its scope. Some analyses focus on the IMF’s reaction to human rights prescriptions; others
go to lengths to outline the IMF’s legal personality and legal obligations to uphold the ideals of the
U.N. Charter. The IMF itself largely ignores the topic, while a number of NGOs repeatedly mention
the human rights obligations and effects of the organization. Academics largely take a critical role in
the discussion of the IMF and human rights-based approaches, suggesting that the organization is
falling short of the mark.
General Resources
Philip Alston. 1995. The United Nations and Human Rights. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
This volume reports that the IMF has been criticized by the U.N. General Assembly for having
continued its lending relationship with South Africa in the atmosphere of sanctions. It also
reports that IMF conditions are adversly affecting the poor and are violating ILO standards and
human rights.
Project Bretton Woods. 2005. UN says World Bank and IMF “bound by international law.
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This piece cites areas where SAPs and IMF projects have violated human rights. Because the
IMF is a U.N. agency, it is bound by international law. Thus, at minimum, the institution should
refrain from having a negative human rights impact through its programs. The IMF response: it
denies human rights responsibility based on its Articles of Agreement.
Gilles de Wildt; Mike Rowson; Marjan Stoffers and Meri Koivusalo. 2001. “Which comes first-health or wealth?”Lancet. 357(9262): 1123.
Abstract: Focuses on the alleged lack of protection of basic human rights, particularly the right to health, by
international organizations such as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World
Trade Organization (WTO). Effect of policies instituted by these organizations on health care in less-developed
nations; Criticism voiced by branches of the United Nations; Mention of a meeting which will challenge the notion
that international financial institutions are above international human rights.
L. and Hargrove J. L. Henkin. 1994. Human Rights: An Agenda for the Next Century. Washington,
D. C.: The American Society of International Law.
“Development and Human Rights” by Danilo Turk relates that the IMFs SAPs affect human
rights. It is suggested that states need to regulate human rights and the IMF must assure that
there is no negative impact of its programs. The author also suggests that there needs to be a
strengthening of cooperation among U.N. human rights organs to assure that development
programs avoid human rights violations.
Watch Human Rights. 1999. HRW World Report 1999: Asia.
Reports that human rights activists felt that transparency was essential in monitoring human
rights.
Human Rights Watch. The Oil Diagnostic in Angola: An Update.
This source states that the IMF required transparency aids in human rights protection.
Human Rights Watch. 1995. RUSSIA.
This source reports that the IMF conditions loans on economic terms but refuses to consider
human rights.
Human Rights Watch. 1997. ZAMBIA.
Here it is reported that the IMF funding is claimed to be based on economic reform and not
human rights abuse.
International Monetary Fund; Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development; United
Nations; World Bank and Paris. 2000. 2000: a Better World for all: Progress Towards the
International Development Goals. Washington: International Monetary Fund.
This source, compiled by the IMF, argues that local governments are responsible for respecting
human rights as a prerequisite to sustainable development.
Ank Linden. “Communicating the Right to Development: Towards Human Rights-Based
Communication Policies in Third World Countries.” Gazette. 61(411.
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Suggests that human rights will not be implemented until the IMF stops implementing SAPs.
R. and Fairbrother R. McCorquodale. 1999. “Globalization and Human Rights.” Human Rights
Quarterly. 21(3): 735.
In this article, the IMF is cited as violating human rights through its practices. The authors
suggest that the IMF might consider human rights within its “good governance”policies.
Mahmood Monshipouri and Claude E. Welch. 2001. “The Search for International Human Rights
and Justice: Coming to Terms with the New Global Realities”. Human Rights Quarterly. 23(2):
370-401.
Abstract: The article focuses on the evolution of international human rights in the post-Cold War era. The end
of the Cold War has presented both opportunities for and obstacles to the protection and promotion of human
rights. The global resurgence of democratic forces has, in a context devoid of the bipolar balance of the Cold War
rivalry, given rise to new international moral standards and rules. National and international politics show a shift
towards globalization and the liberalization of access to knowledge. State sovereignty has invited the fiercest
criticism from Western human rights scholars. States now face a complex array of choices, ranging from economic
adjustments to political-legal maneuverings and ethical policy decisions. Globalization has also created new
tensions over environmental responsibility. Economic intervention referred to as the International Monetary Fund
and World Bank’s interventions into the economies of other countries have been justified on the ideological grounds
of economic neoliberalism. Legal enforcement of human rights must begin with the core human rights. Insistence
and universal agreement on the core rights avoids the risk of undermining the legitimate, culturally based
arguments.
Ann Pettifor. 2001. “Global Economic Justice: human rights for debtor nations”. Journal of Human
Development. 2(1): 47-51.
Abstract: Focuses on the call of Jubilee 2000 campaign to cancel the unpayable debts of the poorest countries.
Goals of Jubilee 2000; Status of human rights in indebted countries; Role of World Bank and International
Monetary Fund in reckless lending and borrowing; Role of Jubilee 2000 in altering the balance of power between
rich and poor nations.
K. Tomasevski. 1993. Development Aid and Human Rights Revisited. New York: St. Martin’s
Press.
The author relates that the IMF has been called upon by the U.N. to consider human rights. It is
suggested that the IMF SAPs and conditionalities violate human rights. The IMF is said to have
“total disregard”for human rights.
K. Tomasevski. 1989. Development Aid and Human Rights: A Study for the Danish Center of
Human Rights. New York: St. Martin’s Press.
The author relates that the IMF has been criticised within the U.N. for ignoring human rights. It
is suggested that the IMF conditionalities violate human rights. The IMF is said to have “total
disregard”for human rights.
P. Uvin. 2004. Human Rights and Development. Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press.
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Argues that IMF conditionality policies do not work to promote human rights. It suggests
that NGOs, in addition to the IMF, must begin to think in terms of laws and policies. The
author maintains that a rights-based approach will require development agencies to engage in
political dynamics with the IMF.
Responsibility of IMF to Protect Human Rights
Daniel D. Bradlow. 1996. “The World Bank, the IMF, and Human Rights.” Transnational Law and
Contemporary Problems. 6(47).
This article relates how the IMF lacks a human rights policy. While the author states that the
organization does have some responsibility in the arena of human rights protection, the article
maintains that the IMF often ignores human rights issues. This ignorance is often cited as
prudent based on the IMF’s interpretation of its Articles of Agreement, whereby the Fund
assumes a prohibition against political involvement in receiving states. The author argues that
this ‘prohibition’ is a mandate to include the receiving state’s perception of political issues as a
strong consideration. The author suggests that the IMF is, in fact, a subject of international law
and thus is responsible for human rights protection. The authors suggests that the organization
might engage in human rights.
D. D. and Grossman C. Bradlow. 1995. “Limited mandates and intertwined problems: a new
challenge for the World Bank and the IMF.” Human Rights Quarterly. 17.
The authors suggest that the IFIs must consider human rights issues. It is held that the IFIs are
responsible, under international law, for ensuring that recipient populations are granted
participation in the design and implementation of programs. Because the IFIs regularly cite that
their mandates command them to avoid political involvement, the authors suggest that it might
be prudent to redefine the meaning of ‘political. ’ Perhaps, in this sense, human rights are not
necessarily political? The authors suggest that there is a necessity to implement a mechanism of
human rights reporting in conjunction with IFI aid.
Andrew Clapham. 2006. Human rights obligations of non-state actors. Oxford ; New York: Oxford
University Press.
This book contends that the IMF preaches “good governance”but does not practice, at least
when considering human rights issues. The IMF response is that human rights are outside its
scope of functioning because they are not included in the Articles of Agreement of the
organization. As the U.N. has required that no loans be granted to human rights violators, and
because the U.N. policies are agreed upon by members of the Fund, the author argues that it is
essential that IMF use human rights obligations as a normative framework.
M. and Davidson D. Conklin. 1986. “The IMF and Economic and Social Human Rights: A Case
Study of Argentina, 1958-1985.” Human Rights Quarterly. 8(227.
Here, the IMF, as a U.N. organ, is said to have responsibility for human rights because the U.N.
is bound to promote and uphold human rights. The IMF response is that it may not become
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involved in political issues per its Articles of Agreement. The article cites that some IMF policies
in Argentina violated the right to basic needs.
Mac Darrow. 2003. Between light and shadow: the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund
and international human rights law. Oxford ; Portland, Or.: Hart Publishing.
This piece discusses the IMF as a component of the U.N. system, thereby committing it to the
UN’s purpose of upholding human rights. It analyzes a rights-based approach to development
and suggests that such an approach would certainly include both participation and the
consideration of civil and political rights. The author reports that the IMF officially addresses
human rights indirectly.
Koen De Feyter. 2004. “The International Financial Institutions and Human Rights: Law and
Practice.” Human Rights Review. 6(1): 56-90.
The broader issue dealt with in the paper is to what extent multi-party development efforts are
accountable to their intended beneficiaries. One mechanism for ensuring accountability is
human rights. Traditionally, only states bear human rights obligations. International law has
evolved, however, and now recognizes that human rights law also binds intergovernmental
organizations, including the international financial institutions. To some extent, the World
Bank’s creation of the Inspection Panel was a response to this shift. Beneficiaries can use the
Inspection Panel to query compliance by the Bank with its own operational policies, some of
which reflect human rights concerns.
Verloren van Themaat. 1988. “Some Notes on IMF Conditionality with a Human Face”in P. Peters
P. and Denters E. de Waart, eds. International Law and Development. Dordrecht: Martinus
Nijhoff Publishers.
This article presents common IMF responses to criticisms that the organization does not
consider human rights. For example, it should not consider human rights because it is not a
development institution, it cannot due to its Articles of Agreement, it does not need to because
it is only concerned with long-term effects (whereby human rights will be attained through the
programs), and it already considers human rights. The author maintains that the IMF should not
support human rights violators in its policy decisions and calls on the IMF to implement a
mechanism that guarantees human rights equality and fairness.
Erik M. G. Denters. 1988. “IMF Conditionality: Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the
Evolving Principle of Solidarity”in . Peters P. and Denters E. de Waart, eds. International Law
and Development. Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers.
This article states that the IMF has little consideration for human rights. The article outlines the
IMF response that consideration of such issues interferes with the guarantee of sovereignty. The
author argues that the IMF is bound by the U.N. Charter and reminds the reader that the
member states of the IMF are also parties to this agreement. It is suggested that the IMF include
a minimum standard of human rights recognition in its programs.
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Gerald K. Helleiner and Twenty-four Group of. 1996. The international monetary and financial
system: developing-country perspectives. Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire; New York:
Macmillan Press; St. Martin’s Press.
This source cites that the formal agreements with international financial institutions do not
necessarily include human rights.
H. Morais. 1996. “The Bretton Woods Institutions: Coping with Crisis.” American Society of
International Law Proceedings. 90(433.
The author argues that the IMF claims that it does not have the mandate to deal with human
rights issues. Rather, the organization holds that the promotion of sound economic and social
conditions through macroeconomic policies will lead to full realization of human rights.
M. J. Myers. 1987. The Political Morality of the International Monetary Fund. New Brunswick:
Transaction Books.
This volume includes the statement that the IMF does not first consider human rights issues
when granting a loan. It goes on to report that the member states of the IMF do not expect the
organization to uphold human rights functions as they are outside the scope of the Fund. The
author suggests that the member states of the Fund, as parties to international human rights
treaties, are obliged to refuse aid to human rights violators parties, though it is not the
responsibility of the IMF to act accordingly.
Helen Quane. 2005. “The Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Development Process.” Human
Rights Quarterly. 27(2): 652-682.
The need for a human rights dimension within the development process is recognized by a
growing number of states and international organizations. The tendency so far has been to focus
on rights in a general sense, although there is some recognition of the need to consider the rights
of indigenous peoples in a development context. The integration of these rights into
development programs can encounter difficulties partly because of the uncertainty surrounding
the scope of some of the more important rights claimed by indigenous peoples. The article
examines the scope of these rights under international law and explores some of their potential
implications on the development process. It argues that while some of these human rights claims
are not yet recognized under international law, the position is continually evolving. It also argues
that the increasing recognition of several rights, especially the right to effective participation,
may help to address the sense of marginalization traditionally experienced by indigenous peoples
from the development process. This source also explains that the IMF sees human rights as
outside its frame of reference due to the political neutrality clause in its Articles of Agreement. It
suggests that the IMF refuses to address human rights issues.
Bharati Sadasivam. 1997. “The Impact of Structural Adjustment on Women: A Governance and
Human Rights Agenda”. Human Rights Quarterly. 19(3): 630-665.
This article identifies the effects of structural adjustment and stabilization policies (SAPs) on
women, while focusing on poverty in several countries. It is now well-established that the
structural adjustment and stabilization policies (SAPs) that developing countries undertake in
38

HUMAN RIGHTS & HUMAN WELFARE

order to receive loans from the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have
exacerbated conditions of poverty and deprivation for large sections of the population. Several
commentators have also shown that these macroeconomic policies are neither class-neutral nor
gender-neutral. This article reports that the IMF needs to take responsibility for human rights of
groups, such as women, who might be affected by SAPs. It suggests that the IMF claims its
practices are non-political. The article holds that the IMF is responsibly for human rights
protection as a U.N. agency that is bound by the U.N. Charter.
Sigrun Skogly. 2001. The human rights obligations of the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund. London: Cavendish Pub.
This source, which is cited frequently in the literature, outlines the legal personality of the IMF.
It suggests that the IMF is an agent of the U.N. and is bound by the U.N. Charter to uphold
human rights.
S. I. Skogly. 1993. “Structural Adjustment and development: human rights- an agenda for
change?”Human Rights Quarterly. 15
Skogly outlines the legal responsibility of the IMF to consider human rights. The author reports
that the IMF most often responds that the organization is not permitted to address human rights
issues, as they are political in nature. The IMF maintains that it is not to become involved in
political arenas within recipient states. The author suggests that the IMF should, at least,
consider the human rights effects of SAPs.
R. Swaminathan. 1998. “Regulating Development: Structural Adjustment and The Case for National
Enforcement of Economic and Social Rights.” Columbia Journal of International Law. 37(1): 161.
The author treats the claim that the IMF impinges on human rights such as basic subsistence
rights, the right to work and the right to education. It is maintained that there is trouble in
defining human rights laws, and the reader is reminded that the UDHR is not an obligatory
agreement but more of a wish list of sorts. Because there is trouble in defining human rights
laws, it is suggested that the IMF is not clearly in violation of human rights. It is also suggested
that states are responsible for the maintenance of human rights.
K. Tomasevski. 2000. Minority Rights in Development Aid Policies: An Issues Paper.
Here the author reports that the IMF has not adopted human rights rhetoric. It failed to follow
suit in the withdrawal of South African aid in response to apartheid. The IMF holds that human
rights concerns are beyond its scope.
Country Specific Reports
Human Rights Watch. 2000. Africa 5.
This report argues that IMF efforts to combat human rights abuses in Kenya by not renewing
aid fell short of their objective.
Human Rights Watch. 2001. DRC: Reluctant Recruits- International Response.
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Here HRW suggests that the IMF has done little to discourage human rights abuses in DRC by
continuing to offer support to Rwanda.
Human Rights Watch. 2002. Human Rights Watch Angola Briefing Under the Arria Formula to the
United Nations Security Council.
In this piece, HRW supports the IMF’s “Oil Diagnostic,”citing that it will help to monitor
human rights in Angola.
Human Rights Watch. 1999. Human Rights Watch Deplores World Bank Decision on Russia Funds.
This report argues that the IMF refused to link the suspension of Russian aid to the human
rights abuses in Chechnya.
Human Rights Watch. 2000. The IMF and Angola: Oil and Human Rights.
Here HRW suggests that IMF monitoring of oil revenue in Angola is the first step toward
transparency. Monitoring aid dispersal might help to decrease human rights violations that may
be connected to such money.
Human Rights Watch. 1997. Rwanda.
This report claims that giving Kenya a loan signaled an end to human rights conditions placed
on governments.
Human Rights Watch. 2004. Some Transparency, No Accountability: The Use of Oil Revenue in
Angola and Its Impact on Human Rights.
This source holds that IMF monitoring of oil revenue in Angola is the first step toward
transparency that could help decrease human rights violations, which might be funded by such
money. It cites that the IMF wants transparency for economic reasons.
Human Rights Watch. 2001. Uganda in Eastern DRC: Fueling Political and Ethnic Strife.
HRW suggests in this piece that the IMF has continued to support Uganda in spite of human
rights abuses in DRC.
Human Rights Watch. 2002. United Nations: Protect the Displaced in Angola.
Here it is reported that the IMF tried to address human rights problems through transparency
policies in Angola.
Michael J. Watts. 2005. “RIGHTEOUS OIL? HUMAN RIGHTS, THE OIL COMPLEX, AND
CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY”. Annual Review of Environment & Resources. 30(1):
373-407.
Abstract: One of the most important aspects of the rise of post-1945 global capitalism has been the call for
transnational corporations to conform to basic human rights principles. This chapter reviews the efforts within the
oil industry (with a particular focus on their operations in the less-developed countries) to develop corporate social
responsibility and the related development of voluntary, legal, and statutory programs by governments,
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), civic groups, and multilateral agencies to ensure that the oil industry is
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compliant with important human, social, political, and environmental rights. In reviewing these developments, I
outline the current political economy of the oil industry, new bodies of research on the relations between oil, violence,
and human rights violations, which include case studies of the human rights records of transnational and jointventure oil operations.
Miscellaneous
Philip Alston. 2005. “Ships Passing in the Night: The Current State of the Human Rights and
Development Debate Seen Through the Lens of the Millennium Development Goals”. Human
Rights Quarterly. 27(3): 755-829.
Abstract: The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are the most prominent initiative on the global
development agenda and have a great deal in common with human rights commitments. But neither the human
rights nor development communities has embraced this linkage with enthusiasm or conviction. This article explores
the reasons why the two agendas resemble ships passing in the night, even though they are both headed for very
similar destinations. The empirical evidence examined includes analyses prepared by a range of human rights
NGOs, the MDG National Plans adopted by many developing countries, and the relevant analyses undertaken
by U.N. human rights treaty bodies and special rapporteurs. The author calls upon the human rights community
to engage more effectively with the development agenda, to prioritize its concerns rather than assuming that every
issue needs to be tackled simultaneously, and to avoid being overly prescriptive.
Philip Alston; Mary Robinson and Justice New York University. Center for Human Rights and
Global. 2005. Human rights and development: towards mutual reinforcement. Oxford ; New
York: Oxford University Press.
This volume holds that a rights-based approach should be the foundation of development
efforts on the part of the IMF. The IMF needs to include participation in its PRSs and uphold
the tenets of the MDGs. The suggestion is also made that the organization needs to make
informed goals, which rules out some degree of participation as the participants might not
always be well-informed.
International Amnesty. 1998. Amnesty International Report 1998.
Amnesty International suggests that the IMF should ensure the protection of human rights. The
IMF is also urged to consider the human rights impacts of it investments.
International Amnesty. 2002. Burundi: Rape- the hidden human rights abuse.
This source calls on the IMF to account for human rights abuses in recipient states.
Cameron W. Barr. 1998. “Big loan, big leverage: Will West push Indonesia to let freedom
ring?”Christian Science Monitor. 90(95): 7.
Abstract: States that Western governments appear unwilling to use financial leverage to deal with human rights
abuses in Indonesia. The position that the International Monetary Fund is in to push for democracy; The
worsening situation for human rights in Indonesia in the late 1990s; The history of abuses by President Suharto
in the name of stability and cohesion; Why Indonesia has been reluctant to heed advice from international groups.
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Project Bretton Woods. 1999. UK committee criticises Bank and Fund over conflict roles.
Reports that a British committee critizcized IMF for ignoring human rights abuses in Rwanda.
The committee calls on the IMF to begin consideration of such issues.
Development Catholic Agency for Overseas. CAFOD: Policy and analysis: Rouch
Guides:Transparency.
This piece reports the need for trancparency regarding IMF funds. This is a necessity to avoid
the funds being used for activities that might result in human rights violations.
J. Wysham D. and Arruda M. Cavanaugh. 1994. Beyond Bretton Woods: Alternatives to the Global
Economic Order. London: Pluto Press.
“A Creative Approach to Structural Adjustment: Towards a People-centered Development” by
Marcos Arruda suggests that human rights be an integral component of macroeconomic policy
in a people-centered approach to development. Such an approach focuses on empowerment and
participation.
Christian Aid. 2001. Schorched Earth: Oil and War in Sudan.
Christian Aid urges the IMF to audit the Sudanese government to assure that funds are not
being used for activities that might violate human rights.
M. Elahi. 1986. “The Impact of Financial Institutions on the Realization of Human Rights: Case
Study of the International Monetary Fund in Chile.” Boston College Third World Law Journal. 6(143.
This article calls for the IMF to consider human rights, especially basic needs. The IMF
maintains that this is outside its scope as the organization is obligated to refrain from political
involvement. The author suggests that the United States, as a large stake-holder in the Fund, can
help to guide the consideration of human rights.
Bahram Ghazi Shariat Panahi. 2005. The IMF, the World Bank group, and the question of human
rights. Ardsley, N. Y.: Transnational Publishers.
The author of this book maintains that it is the responsibility of the IMF to respect, protect,
fulfill, and promote/uphold human rights. This responsibility comes to the IMF as a subject of
international law. The book relates that SAPs can violate human rights and cites the case of
India to illustrate this. The source examines the legal personality of the IMF and the sources of
its human rights obligations.
Brigitte I. Hamm. 2001. “A Human Rights Approach to Development.” Human Rights Quarterly.
23(1005.
This article briefly suggests that a human rights approach to development would include a
paradigm shift in IMF policies.
John W. Head. 2005. The future of the global economic organizations: an evaluation of criticisms
leveled at the IMF, the multilateral development banks, and the WTO. Ardsley, NY:
Transnational Publishers.
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This book suggests that the IMF should impose minimum human rights standards on its
members. These standards should be designed to compliment and uphold the U.N. human
rights treaties.
Human Rights Watch. 2003. HRW World Report 2003: Business, Trade, and Development.
Report discusses IMF’s Code of Good Practices on Fiscal Transparency. The IMF worked with
NGOs in Indonesia to be sure that ExxonMobil money was not being spent in ways that led to
human rights violations.
Human Rights Watch. 2002. Human Rights in Security and Development: Recommendations for
the G8 Summit, June 2002.
This piece suggests that the IMF could make use of human rights benchmarks to measure
progress. It cites Angola as a possible example.
Human Rights Watch. 2001. Human Rights Watch World Report 2001: Introduction.
This source suggests that the IMF should promote human rights by integrating human rights
protection into its loan packages but that the organization has failed to do this thus far. The
piece relays that the IMF has begun to promote human rights in the case of Angola. The
response of the IMF has been that their focus is economic and that political issues are outside its
scope. This claim, when considering Angola, is a source of inconsistency.
Human Rights Watch. 2002. Human Rights Watch World Report 2002: Special Issues and
Campaigns: Business and Campaigns.
It is cited here that the IMF claimed human rights to be a critical component of its activities.
Human Rights Watch. 2004. Human Rights Watch World Report 2004: Engine of War: Resources,
Greed, and the Predatory State.
This source suggests that there is inconsistency in IMF policies regarding transparency for
human rights abusers. Cites cases of Angola, Liberia, DRC, Sudan, and Kazahkstan.
Roy Mungoven. 1998. Time for a Human Rights Rescue Package. Amnesty, International.
States that IMF aid is likely to violate human rights in India. Suggests that IMF needs to include
human rights in aid reform.
C. I. Nyamu. 2004. What is the “rights-based approach”all about? Perspectives from international
development agencies. Brighton, Sussex, England: Institute of Development Studies.
The authors suggest that the IMF should follow the U.N. promise to address human rights. It
cites an instance when UNICEF criticises the IMF.
Arjun Sengupta; Archna Negi and Moushumi Basu. 2005. Reflections on the right to development.
London: Sage Publications.
“The Human Rights Framework for Development”suggests that the IMF plans development
without attention to human rights but that the IMF has expressed some interest in a “right to
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development”approach. “The Right to Development and International Economic
Regimes”suggests that the IMF is better suited to enforce human rights protections than are
local governments.
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
by Robin Richardson
A rights-based approach to development is a conceptual framework for the process of human
development that is normatively based on international human rights standards and operationally
directed to promoting and protecting human rights. Essentially, a rights-based approach integrates
the norms, standards and principles of the international human rights system into the plans, policies
and processes of development (The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights).
The mission of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is to
“protect and promote all human rights for all and to prevent the occurrence or continuation of
human rights abuses throughout the world.”The OHCHR works with governments, national
institutions, civil society, and regional and international organizations in order to strengthen the
United Nations human rights program. As a department of the United Nations, the OHCHR is
mandated to promote and protect all rights established in the Charter of the United Nations and in
international human rights laws and treaties. This includes preventing human rights violations,
promoting international cooperation to protect human rights, and attempting to integrate a human
rights approach within all work carried out by United Nations agencies.
In particular, the OHCHR promotes the use of a rights-based approach to development not
only because it supports human rights, but is also seen as more effective, sustainable, rational and
genuine than other development processes. Although there is not one well-defined, universal rightsbased approach, the OHCHR says this type of approach to development must include linkage to
rights, accountability, empowerment, participation, and non-discrimination and attention to
vulnerable groups. The documents found under the following four categories reflect the efforts the
OHCHR has taken in promoting a rights-based approach to development.
Background Resources
Jose Ayala Lasso. 1996. “Making Human Rights a Reality in the Twenty-First Century.” Emory
International Law Review. 10(497): 497-508.
In this article the author discusses the former High Comissioner for Human Rights’s view on
the role of that office in promoting human rights both within the U.N. and worldwide. It
provides historical background and practical prescriptions.
Christof Heyns and Frans Viljoen. 2001. “The Impact of the United Nations Human Rights Treaties
on the Domestic Level.” Human Rights Quarterly. 23(3): 483.
Abstract: The article focuses on the influence of the international human rights treaties of the United Nations
(UN) on countries. The success or failure of any international human rights system should be evaluated in
accordance with its impact on human rights practices on the domestic level. At the beginning of the new
millennium, it is clear that the concept of human rights is widely. The conceptual battle is over, and the focus has
shifted to the implementation of human rights. Universal ratification of the main U.N. human rights treaties
might be appearing on the horizon, but ratification in itself is largely a formal, and in some cases an empty,
gesture. The challenge now is to ensure that the promises contained in the treaties and affirmed through ratification
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are realized in the lives of ordinary people around the world. A paradigm shift to the true customers of the system
is necessary. In 1999, a study was initiated in collaboration with the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights to investigate the impact of the U.N. human rights treaty system worldwide and to make
recommendations for their reform. The impact of the treaties on human rights practices in twenty different countries
was studied by the present authors.
Rights Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human and Project United Nations.
Staff College. 1997. Manual on human rights reporting: under six major international human
rights instruments. United Nations. 9211007526.
This article reviews the literature on state reporting of human rights performance to all major
instruments. It covers the purpose, structure and process of this reporting in detail.
John P. Pace. 1998. “The development of human rights law in the United Nations, its control and
monitoring machinery.” International Social Science Journal. 50(158): 499.
Abstract: This article attempts to demonstrate that the successive development of other tools, such as awarenessbuilding approaches launched at the end of the 1980s and the face of advisory services and technical cooperation
that followed, lead to a focus on the right to development and the role of the United Nations (UN) system in
supporting governments to create conditions that would enable them to fulfill their international legal obligations.
The adoption of the Declaration on the Right to Development by the General Assembly of the U.N. on December
4, 1986 constitutes a milestone in the evolution of the promotion and protection of human rights by the UN. The
process of formulation and implementation of human rights law has the Charter and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights as its foundation. This article highlights the fact that the working methods of the treaty bodies are
indeed the core mechanism in the control and monitoring machinery of the U.N. system of human rights law and
that they have also developed in response to challenges arising from the overall evolution of human rights
implementation. In spite of the acknowledged desire for a homogeneous approach, it is a historical fact that
substantive human rights law developed in separate sectors, principally civil and political rights on one hand and
economic, social and cultural rights on the other.
B. G. Ramcharan. 2005. “The Future of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights.” Round
Table. 94(378): 97.
Abstract: Human rights will remain central to the future world order and to the well-being of countries across the
globe. For a little more than a decade the U.N. Commissioner for Human Rights has been charged with leading
the promotion and protection of human rights world-wide. The author, who was recently Acting High
Commissioner after the assassination of the third holder of the office, assesses the progress made in that first 10
years and sets an agenda for future developments.
Rights United Nations Centre for Human and Rights United Nations. Office of the High
Commissioner for Human. 2000. Human rights training: a manual on human rights training
methodology. New York; Geneva: United Nations.
Abstract: Includes an introduction to the meaning of human rights, the United Nations human rights program,
and the text of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Presents human rights training methodology
developed on the basis of the experience gained by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR).
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Rights United Nations. Office of the High Commissioner for Human. 2005. Economic, social and
cultural rights: handbook for national human rights institutions. New York: United Nations.
http://www. ohchr. org/english/about/publications/docs/train12_e. pdf.
Abstract: This handbooks aim is to assist national human rights institutions in the development of policies,
processes and skills to integrate economic, social and cultural rights further into their work. It examines ways in
which national institutions legal mandates can be interpreted to these rights within their jurisdictions and how
their functions and powers can be exercised more appropriately in their regard.
Rights United Nations. Office of the High Commissioner for Human. 2001. Training manual on
human rights monitoring. United Nations. 9211541379.
[This article] Describes methods and techniques for monitoring human rights performance. The
[t]Target audience[s] [are]is both members of U.N. field operations and others.
Rights-Based Approaches Used by OHCHR
Andrea Cornwall and Celestine Nyamu-Musembi. 2004. “Putting the ‘rights-based approach’ to
development into perspective.” Third World Quarterly. 25(8): 1415.
Abstract: This paper seeks to unravel some of the tangled threads of contemporary rights talk. For some, the
grounding of rights-based approaches in human rights legislation makes them distinctively different to others,
lending the promise of re-politicising areas of development work--particularly, perhaps, efforts to enhance
participation in development, that have become domesticated as they have been ‘mainstreamed’ by powerful
institutions like the World Bank. Others complain that like other fashions, the label ‘rights-based approach’ has
become the latest designer item to be seen to be wearing, and has been used to dress up the same old development.
We pose a series of questions about why rights have come to be of interest to international development actors, and
explore the implications of different versions and emphases, looking at what their strengths and shortcomings may
come to mean for the politics and practice of development.
Department for International Development. 2005. How to Reduce Maternal Deaths: Rights and
Responsibilities.
This is a report intended for practitioners in the health and human rights fields. It presents
starting points for the implementation both principles into programs.
Lisa VeneKlasen and Studies University of Sussex. Institute of Development. 2004. Rights-based
approaches and beyond: challenges of linking rights and participation. Institute of Development
Studies. 1858648548.
The authors relate their experience as development and human rights practitioners to the recent
trend towards rights-based development. They clarify the conceptual and practical bases of the
ideas that are crucial to the convergence of human rights and development.
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Human Rights v. Development Needs
Dan Bockington; Jim Igoe and Kai Schmidt-Soltau. 2006. “Conservation, Human Rights, and
Poverty Reduction.” Conservation Biology. 20(1): 250.
Abstract: The article discusses the discomfort about the relationships between conservation, human rights, and
development needs. Because of it disconnection this discomfort is unproductive. In order to have a productive
discussion, the authors of this article make three observations. First is the dearth of good information regarding the
social impacts of protected areas. Second is the need of a conservationist to be suspicious of an exclusive focus on
indigenous peoples. Lastly is the importance of understanding the ecologies of coexistence.
Andrea Cornwall and Celestine Nyamu-Musembi. 2004. “Putting the ‘rights-based approach’ to
development into perspective.” Third World Quarterly. 25(8): 1415.
Abstract: This paper seeks to unravel some of the tangled threads of contemporary rights talk. For some, the
grounding of rights-based approaches in human rights legislation makes them distinctively different to others,
lending the promise of re-politicising areas of development work--particularly, perhaps, efforts to enhance
participation in development, that have become domesticated as they have been ‘mainstreamed’ by powerful
institutions like the World Bank. Others complain that like other fashions, the label ‘rights-based approach’ has
become the latest designer item to be seen to be wearing, and has been used to dress up the same old development.
We pose a series of questions about why rights have come to be of interest to international development actors, and
explore the implications of different versions and emphases, looking at what their strengths and shortcomings may
come to mean for the politics and practice of development.
Mac Darrow and Amparo Tomas. 2005. “Power, Capture, and Conflict: A Call for Human Rights
Accountability in Development Cooperation.” Human Rights Quarterly. 27(2): 471.
Abstract: Ushered in during the 1990s in response to development failures of the structural adjustment era,
human rights-based approaches to development have proliferated in recent years. Nonetheless, the rhetoric has so
far not been matched by conceptual rigor, systematization of practice, or lessons-learning-shortcomings that may
undermine continuing support for such approaches. This Article seeks to contribute conceptual clarity to the
frequently muddy waters of rights-based approaches, addressing in particular the conceptual and practical relevance
of the international human rights normative framework to development cooperation within the U.N. system. The
analysis focuses upon particular niches in which a normatively rigorous model for rights-based programming seems
uniquely adapted, that is to say, in addressing asymmetries of power, the phenomenon known as “elite
capture,”and the transformation of violent conflict. The Article concludes with a reminder of the challenges and
prerequisites for the wider implementation of rights-based approaches, and of the urgency of the need for a
strengthened conceptual framework for empowerment and account- ability.
United Nations. Division for Social Policy and Development. 1999. Participatory approaches to
poverty alleviation in rural community development. United Nations. 9211301947.
This paper on poverty reduction in rural areas aims to identify the most effective policies and
methods for increasing the incomes, opportunities and influence of the poor. The author also
discusses reasons for emphasizing participatory approaches to rural development. The following
components of successful integrated rural development strategies are described, as follows:
specifically targeting the poorest groups, including women, soil conservation and land reform,
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providing equitable access to basic education and health services, markets, roads and agricultural
extension. The paper offers considerable evidence that participatory strategies of poverty
reduction are more effective than those imposed from above.
John O’Manique. 1992. “Development, Human Rights and Law.” Human Rights Quarterly. 14(3): 383.
Abstract: The article explores the foundations of positive law within the context of human rights and
development. The author’s conception of rights and law is very different from those of the positivist or realist who
see law as a coercive order created by human communities to protect people from one another, and rights as
entitlements granted by law. The author claims that there are some world order views which are reminiscent of the
optimistic and holistic character of the earlier natural law theories. According to the author, they integrate
morality, human rights and law more intimately, and provides with a universal foundation. The hypothesis that
emerge from author’s study is that human rights are universal and are the bases for positive law, and that rights
and law are human manifestations of the propensity to develop found in all living organisms. The article examines
two major approaches in understanding of rights and law--natural law theory and legal positivism--through the
eyes of some of their major proponents.
Siddiqur Rahman Osmani. 2005. “Poverty and Human Rights: Building on the Capability
Approach.” Journal of Human Development. 6(2): 205.
Abstract: This paper explores the conceptual connections between poverty and human rights through the lens of
the capability approach. The concept of capability can be seen as the bridge that links poverty with human rights
because it plays a foundational role in the characterisation of both poverty and human rights. Once this common
foundation is noted, poverty can be defined as denial of human rights. Furthermore, the capability approach also
helps us to address the question of whether just any denial of human right should count as poverty or whether there
should be some restriction in this regard admitting only certain cases of denial of human of rights into the domain
but not others. The capability perspective suggests that the domain should indeed be restricted in some well-defined
ways. Finally, the paper argues that such restriction of domain need not be inconsistent with the principle of
indivisibility of human rights.
John P. Pace. 1998. “The development of human rights law in the United Nations, its control and
monitoring machinery.” International Social Science Journal. 50(158): 499.
Abstract: This article attempts to demonstrate that the successive development of other tools, such as awarenessbuilding approaches launched at the end of the 1980s and the face of advisory services and technical cooperation
that followed, lead to a focus on the right to development and the role of the United Nations (UN) system in
supporting governments to create conditions that would enable them to fulfill their international legal obligations.
The adoption of the Declaration on the Right to Development by the General Assembly of the U.N. on December
4, 1986 constitutes a milestone in the evolution of the promotion and protection of human rights by the UN. The
process of formulation and implementation of human rights law has the Charter and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights as its foundation. This article highlights the fact that the working methods of the treaty bodies are
indeed the core mechanism in the control and monitoring machinery of the U.N. system of human rights law and
that they have also developed in response to challenges arising from the overall evolution of human rights
implementation. In spite of the acknowledged desire for a homogeneous approach, it is a historical fact that
substantive human rights law developed in separate sectors, principally civil and political rights on one hand and
economic, social and cultural rights on the other.
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Amartya Sen. 2005. “Human Rights and Capabilities.” Journal of Human Development. 6(2): 151.
Abstract: The two concepts--human rights and capabilities--go well with each other, so long as we do not try to
subsume either concept entirely within the territory of the other. There are many human rights that can be seen as
rights to particular capabilities. However, human rights to important process freedoms cannot be adequately
analysed within the capability framework. Furthermore, both human rights and capabilities have to depend on the
process of public reasoning. The methodology of public scrutiny draws on Rawlsian understanding of
“objectivity”in ethics, but the impartiality that is needed cannot be confined within the borders of a nation. Public
reasoning without territorial confinement is important for both.
Sigrun I. Skogly. 1993. “Structural Adjustment and Development: Human Rights--An Agenda for
Change.” Human Rights Quarterly. 15(4): 751.
Abstract: This article contends that there is a relationship between development, structural adjustment, and
human rights. While the international financial institutions have not yet recognized this relationship, such
recognition would create potential for sustainable development which current development and financial strategies to
a large extent lack. This article begins by presenting the current approaches to structural adjustment, some of the
criticisms that have been raised to these approaches, and how this relates to human rights. It then discusses the
legal, political, and economic reasons for including human rights in structural adjustment policies, and why the
discourse of rights provides a different--and more fruitful--approach to the questions of development and structural
adjustment. According to the author, to link the effects of structural adjustment to so-called non-economic factors
such as social dimensions has gained recognition in the last few years. The relative failure of structural adjustment
to achieve the stipulated goals has also largely been recognized, and new ways to improve efficiency are being sought.
However, to link these issues to a consideration of human rights, to determine damage, but also as a way to seek
improvement, is fairly new.
Emma Tomalin. 2006. “Religion and a rights-based approach to development.” Progress in
Development Studies. 6(2): 93.
Abstract: This paper is concerned with the observation that rights-based approaches to development have tended
to ignore the ways in which religion and culture shape understandings of human rights. Although religious
traditions often act against the pursuit of human rights, there are also areas of overlap and consensus. The first
part of the paper suggests that the absence of a research agenda within development studies on ‘religion and
development’ has meant that a significant indigenous mechanism for pursuing rights has been overlooked. Drawing
upon examples from India, the second part of my discussion then asks whether a language of social justice based
upon the concept of duty is more appropriate than one based upon rights.
Stephen Tully. 2006. “The Human Right to Access Electricity.” Electricity Journal. 19(3): 30.
Abstract: Electricity access is already well established within the framework of human rights, either as an
implicit attribute of a pre-existing right (such as non-discrimination or sustainable development) or explicitly in
the context of eliminating discrimination against women. There is also broad acknowledgement by states of the
desirability of eliminating energy poverty for all, but particularly for the rural poor, and women.
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Poverty and Human Rights
Dan Bockington; Jim Igoe and Kai Schmidt-Soltau. 2006. “Conservation, Human Rights, and
Poverty Reduction.” Conservation Biology. 20(1): 250.
Abstract: The article discusses the discomfort about the relationships between conservation, human rights, and
development needs. Because of it disconnection this discomfort is unproductive. In order to have a productive
discussion, the authors of this article make three observations. First is the dearth of good information regarding the
social impacts of protected areas. Second is the need of a conservationist to be suspicious of an exclusive focus on
indigenous peoples. Lastly is the importance of understanding the ecologies of coexistence.
Ohchr. 2002. Draft Guidelines: A Human Rights Approach to Poverty Reduction Strategies.
http://www. unhchr. ch/development/povertyfinal. html.
Abstract: This report is a set of guidelines, intended to assist countries, international agencies and development
practitioners to translate human rights norms, standards and principles into pro-poor policies and strategies. In
elaborating these guidelines the authors have taken up the challenge of bridging the divide between a normative
approach and a development economist’s approach to the concept and content of poverty. At the same time the
experts have helped to clarify what a rights-based approach to development means in practice.
Ohchr. 2004. Human Rights and Poverty Reduction: A Conceptual Framework. http://www.
unhchr. ch/html/menu6/2/povertyE. pdf.
This report by the OHCHR explains the need for an appropriate concept of poverty and the
relationship between poverty and human rights. It lists the main features of a human rights
approach to poverty reduction strategies.
Siddiqur Rahman Osmani. 2005. “Poverty and Human Rights: Building on the Capability
Approach.” Journal of Human Development. 6(2): 205.
Abstract: This paper explores the conceptual connections between poverty and human rights through the lens of
the capability approach. The concept of capability can be seen as the bridge that links poverty with human rights
because it plays a foundational role in the characterisation of both poverty and human rights. Once this common
foundation is noted, poverty can be defined as denial of human rights. Furthermore, the capability approach also
helps us to address the question of whether just any denial of human right should count as poverty or whether there
should be some restriction in this regard admitting only certain cases of denial of human of rights into the domain
but not others. The capability perspective suggests that the domain should indeed be restricted in some well-defined
ways. Finally, the paper argues that such restriction of domain need not be inconsistent with the principle of
indivisibility of human rights.
Professor Siddiq Osmani and Professor Manfred Nowak Professor Paul Hunt. 2004. Summary of
the Draft Guidelines on a human rights approach to poverty reduction.
This article addresses the basis of the idea underlying the adoption of a human rights approach
to poverty reduction. Essentially, the idea assumes that policies, and the institutions
implementing those policies, for poverty reduction should be based explicitly on the norms and
values set out in the international law of human rights. This paper first sets out the main features
of a human rights approach to poverty reduction. It then explains the added value that comes
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from basing poverty reduction strategies on the international human rights framework. Finally, it
illustrates how this framework can be applied in operational terms by considering the
implementation of the right to health as part of a poverty reduction strategy.
General Secretary. 1999. The Role of Employment and Work in Poverty Eradication: The
Empowerment and Advancement of Women.
This report aims to demonstrate the role of employment creation in poverty eradication. It
focuses on the lack of economic opportunities for the poor and inherent economic and societal
biases against women.
Sigrun I. Skogly. 1993. “Structural Adjustment and Development: Human Rights--An Agenda for
Change.” Human Rights Quarterly. 15(4): 751.
Abstract: This article contends that there is a relationship between development, structural adjustment, and
human rights. While the international financial institutions have not yet recognized this relationship, such
recognition would create potential for sustainable development which current development and financial strategies to
a large extent lack. This article begins by presenting the current approaches to structural adjustment, some of the
criticisms that have been raised to these approaches, and how this relates to human rights. It then discusses the
legal, political, and economic reasons for including human rights in structural adjustment policies, and why the
discourse of rights provides a different--and more fruitful--approach to the questions of development and structural
adjustment. According to the author, to link the effects of structural adjustment to so-called non-economic factors
such as social dimensions has gained recognition in the last few years. The relative failure of structural adjustment
to achieve the stipulated goals has also largely been recognized, and new ways to improve efficiency are being sought.
However, to link these issues to a consideration of human rights, to determine damage, but also as a way to seek
improvement, is fairly new.
Violence Against Women
Women, Commission on the Status of. 1998. Economic and Social Council resolution 1998/12 on
critical areas of concern identified in the Beijing Platform for Action.
This is a resolution adopted by the Economic and Social Council in 1998. It includes
recommendations by the Council, for example actions to be taken by governments and the
international community in a holistic, integrated approach. The resolution also lists which
resources should be provided in order to combat violence against all women. The Council also
recommends creating linkages to protect women, particular legal measures that can be taken, and
how to ensure gender-sensitive justice.
2006. INTEGRATION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND A GENDER
PERSPECTIVE.
This report focuses on the relationship between trafficking and the demand for commercial
sexual exploitation. A human rights approach to trafficking is recommended.
2006. MISSION TO LEBANON.
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This article focuses on the particular human rights violations women face in Lebanon,
specifically concentrating on human trafficking. The author of this article recommends a human
rights-based approach in order to improve conditions for women.
General Secretary. 1999. The Role of Employment and Work in Poverty Eradication: The
Empowerment and Advancement of Women.
This report aims to demonstrate the role of employment creation in poverty eradication. It
focuses on the lack of economic opportunities for the poor and inherent economic and societal
biases against women.
Environmental Development Needs
Dan Bockington, Jim Igoe and Kai Schmidt-Soltau. 2006. “Conservation, Human Rights, and
Poverty Reduction.” Conservation Biology. 20(1): 250.
Abstract: The article discusses the discomfort about the relationships between conservation, human rights, and
development needs. Because of it disconnection this discomfort is unproductive. In order to have a productive
discussion, the authors of this article make three observations. First is the dearth of good information regarding the
social impacts of protected areas. Second is the need of a conservationist to be suspicious of an exclusive focus on
indigenous peoples. Lastly is the importance of understanding the ecologies of coexistence.
El Hadji Guisse. 2002. Relationship between the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights
and the promotion of the realization of the right to drinking water supply and sanitation.
This is a resolution by the Sub-Commission on Human Rights, which discusses the right to
water in light of different international agreements on water and human rights. It requests that
the Special Rapporteur and member states coordinate to improve monitoring of this right.
Division United Nations Development Programme. Management Development and Governance.
1998. Integrating human rights with sustainable human development: a UNDP policy document.
New York: United Nations Development Programme.
This report provides the UNDP’s assessment of the general relationship between human rights
and development, as well as how the UNDP can better integrate and promote human rights. It
includes useful annexes on UNDP publications on governance and human rights in 1997 and
features of international human rights law relevant to development.
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United Nations Development Programme
by Jason Keeler
The central goal of Development has and will be the promotion of human well-being. Given
that human rights define and defend human well-being, a rights-based approach to development
provides both the conceptual and practical framework for the realization of human rights through
the development process (United Nations Development Programme: Regional Bureau for Asia &
Pacific ).
A recent trend in development has been the implementation of rights-based approaches to
development, as opposed to development as a human right, or human rights encompassed within
the aim of development. A rights-based approach to development is unique and distinct from
previous concepts of connectivity because it brings specificity and obligation to bear in the language
of development. Since a rights-based approach is a recent phenomenon, international development
organizations have varied in their adherence to the approach. Some still support the idea that human
rights and development are separate fields, best approached independently from one another.
Others have, conceptually, created practical tools for rights-based programs to advancing its
meaning.
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has mainly taken a conceptual approach
to incorporating a human-rights based approach into development. Practical programming—
through which the UNDP has established a human-rights based approach to development—is
evident in some of the organizations’ projects and reports. The UNDP has historically been quite
limited in its human rights reporting within their development work. In general, it appears that the
UNDP’s work on rights has leaned heavily toward governance institutions. With the focus limited to
governance, a plethora of literature has surfaced on the UNDP’s role in promoting human rights
through governance projects in development. Other vehicles through which the UNDP promotes
human rights in development are: energy/environment, poverty, and gender projects. Those areas,
along with a stress on governance, constitute the bulk of the UNDP’s work in development along a
human rights approach. The UNDP’s national and regional development reports, articles authored
and co-authored by the UNDP, and books and journals covering the development projects
undertaken by the UNDP are all important sources for analyzing the UNDP’s involvement in the
recent attempts at incorporating a rights-based approach to development.
Background Resources
Brooke Ackerly. 2003. “Fields of Protest: Women’s Movements in India / Feminists Doing
Development: A Practical Critique / Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and
Development / Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach (Book).” Signs:
Journal of Women in Culture & Society. 29(1): 248.
Abstract: Reviews several books on political activists. “Fields of Protest: Women’s Movements in India,”by
Raka Ray; “Feminists Doing Development: A Practical Critique,”edited by Marilyn Porter and Ellen Judd;
“Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and Development by United Nations Development
Programme,”and “Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach,”by Martha Nussbaum.
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Chandra Muzaffar. 1993. “Double Standards in the West.” World Press Review. 40 (9): 17.
Abstract: States that the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), in its “Human Development
Report: 1992”observes that “for the first time in human history, the world is close to creating a single, unified
global system.”Questions impact of this global system upon nations and communities and upon human beings and
human rights; Control of global economy; Direct link between poverty and political rights; Reported from the
Third World Network Features agency of Penang, Malaysia.
National Council of Applied Economic Research. “In Collaboration with the Planning Commission,
the United Nations Development Programme and other United Nations Agencies.”
Abstract: Sequel to the India HDR, the South India HDR and the West and Central India HDR. Includes
statistical tables.
U. Nations. 2003. “Human Development Report.” New York: UNDP.
Abstract: The Human Development Report 2003 discusses the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)--the
targets set for reductions in poverty, improvements in health and education, and protection of the environment
around the world by the year 2015. In September 2000, world leaders pledged to achieve the MDGs, including
the overarching goal of cutting poverty in half by 2015. This report examines the progress made towards reaching
these goals on a country-by-country basis. The Human Development Report 2003 also features a wide variety of
national development indicators for 174 countries including demographic trends, educational levels, gender
disparities, and macroeconomic indicators. It is an important tool in the formulation of government policy.
Edelberto Torres-Rivas. 2005. “UNDERSTANDING POLITICAL VIOLENCE AND
POLITICAL CHANGE IN GUATEMALA.” Journal of Third World Studies. 22 (1): 319.
Abstract: Reviews three books on political violence in Guatemala. “Buried Secrets, Truth and Human Rights in
Guatemala,”by Victoria Sanford; “Terror in the Countryside: Campesino Responses to Political Violence in
Guatemala, 1954-1985,”by Rachel May; “Dictating Democracy: Guatemala and the End of Violent
Revolution,”by Rachel M. McCleary.
UNDP. 2004. Democracy in Latin America: Towards a Citizens Democracy (Report and Annexs).
987-0085-X.
Abstract: By combining quantitative indicators and detailed interviews with in-depth surveys and an on-going
dialogue with a cross-section of prominent leaders and opinion formers across the region, the report provides a
comprehensive analysis of the state of democracy in Latin America.
Human Rights Initiatives
1992. “Honesty International’ proposed.” Futurist. 26 (5): 8.
Abstract: Comments on the proposed formation of an “Honesty International”organization, as well as how such
an organization could monitor corruption just as Amnesty International monitors and publicizes human-rights
abuses. Includes an overview of the proposal as detailed by the United Nations Development Programme in its
“Human Development Report 1992.”
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1991. “Measuring human freedom.” Futurist. 25 (6): 46.
Abstract: Observes that more of the world’s people are enjoying more freedoms now than was the case five years
ago. Includes statistics from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) which has devised a Human
Freedom Index and provides evidence of a high correlation between a country’s development and freedom. INSET:
The Human Freedom Index.
2002. “No Development Without Human Rights.” U.N. Chronicle. 39 (3): 56.
Abstract: Examines the relationships between human rights and development. Analysis of the content of the
Declaration on the Right to Development, the role of human rights in development especially within the context of
rapid economic globalization, and the adoption of a policy on integrating human rights with sustainable human
development by the United Nations Development Program.
1996. “The Other Human Rights.” New Internationalist. 27 (5): 18.
Abstract: Presents the Human Development Index (HDI) compiled by the United Nations Development
Program.
Brooke Ackerly. 2003. “Fields of Protest: Women’s Movements in India / Feminists Doing
Development: A Practical Critique / Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and
Development / Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach (Book).” Signs:
Journal of Women in Culture & Society. 29 (1): 248.
Abstract: Reviews several books on political activists. “Fields of Protest: Women’s Movements in India,”by
Raka Ray; “Feminists Doing Development: A Practical Critique,”edited by Marilyn Porter and Ellen Judd;
“Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and Development by United Nations Development
Programme,”and “Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach,”by Martha Nussbaum.
Khabir Ahmad. 2000. “United Nations Calls for More Effort into Equal Human Rights.” Lancet. 356
(9224): 145.
Abstract: Focuses on the Human Development Report 2000 released by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) that asserts that human rights must include economic, social, and cultural rights. Opinion
as to why this reflects a shift in the way the UNDP looks at human development and consideration of poverty as
a major human-rights challenge.
J. Dias Clarence and Leckie Scott. HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND SHELTER: A HUMAN
RIGHTS PERSPECTIVE. http://hdr. undp. org/docs/publications/ocational_papers/oc21a.
htm.
Abstract: Gives general background on the relationship between human rights and development. Argues that an
“International Law of Development”is expressed by various covenants and treaties. Discusses how international
law relates to housing rights in the context of development, and common misperceptions about the right to housing.
Chandra Muzaffar. 1993. “Double Standards in the West.” World Press Review. 40 (9): 17.
Abstract: States that the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), in its “Human Development
Report: 1992”observes that “for the first time in human history, the world is close to creating a single, unified
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global system.”Questions impact of this global system upon nations and communities and upon human beings and
human rights, control of global economy, direct link between poverty and political rights, and reported from the
Third World Network Features agency of Penang, Malaysia.
H. O. Sano. 2000. “Development and Human Rights: The Necessary but Partial Integration of
Human Rights and Development.” Human Rights Quarterly. 22 (3): 734-752.
Abstract: The article focuses on the need for integrating human rights and economic development. This article
attempts to explain the character of this convergence and to make proposals as to how it can be achieved. First, a
brief explanation is given as to why convergence is happening just now. Second, the history and background of
human rights and development are discussed more fully in order to identify the essential points and possibilities
that they share. Finally, the roles that the two disciplines have played in Danish aid policy are examined,
providing a concrete background for discussion of the obstacles and opportunities for further integration. It is
appropriate to think of human rights and development research as connected because of two predominant tendencies
of the 1990s. The first tendency is that the demands of developing countries for social provisions increasingly won
support as internationally accepted norms or entitlements.
James Gustave Speth. 1998. “Poverty: A Denial of Human Rights.” Journal of International Affairs. 52
(1): 277.
Abstract: Focuses on the approach of the United Nations Development Programme on the eradication of poverty.
Concept of poverty; Measures of deprivation to reach the Human Poverty Index; Implications of poverty as a
denial of human rights.
Nicholas Tate. 2004. “Life Lessons and Multicultural Liberty.” Times Educational Supplement. 460 (3):
23.
Abstract: Presents insight on the recently published annual global report on cultural liberty of the United
Nations Development Programme. Relevance of the report in the issues of national identity and cultural diversity
in school systems; Promotion of human rights; Discussion on the benefits that arise from cultural liberty and the
recognition of multiple identities.
UNDP. 2006. Human Development Report - TIMOR LESTE 2006 The Path out of Poverty.
Abstract: A regional look at poverty and human development in Timor-Leste. The report looks at the area’s
development as judged according to the MDGs.
Gender Initiatives
Brooke Ackerly. 2003. “Fields of Protest: Women’s Movements in India / Feminists Doing
Development: A Practical Critique / Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and
Development / Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach (Book).” Signs:
Journal of Women in Culture & Society. 29 (1): 248.
Abstract: Reviews several books on political activists. “Fields of Protest: Women’s Movements in India,”by
Raka Ray; “Feminists Doing Development: A Practical Critique,”edited by Marilyn Porter and Ellen Judd;
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“Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and Development by United Nations Development
Programme,”and “Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach,”by Martha Nussbaum.
Anne Hellum. 2001. “Towards a Human Rights Based Development Approach: The Case of
Women in the Water Reform Process in Zimbabwe.” Law, Social Justice & Global Development.
http://www2. warwick. ac. uk/fac/soc/law/elj/lgd/2001_1/hellum/.
Abstract: Water reform illustrates the conflicts and tensions between indivdualist and welfarist polices at the
international, national and local levels. Two goals of the water reform are to broaden women’s access to water and
to enhance their participation in water management. With the shift from welfarist to market driven policies in
relation to land, water, health and education I suggest employing the human rights of women as enunciated in
CEDAW as an important counterbalance. Thus in this article the impact of international and national water
reform policies are analyzed in light of Zimbabwean women farmers’ rights to non-discrimination and an adequate
standard of living.
UNDP. 2005. En Route to Equality: A Gender Review of National MDG Reports.
Abstract: This is an update to the earlier report “Millennium Development Goals: National Reports A Look
Through A Gender Lens”(2003). The report is a gender review of 78 MDGRs assessing the extent to which
gender has been included or mainstreamed into the reporting of each goal.
UNDP. 1995. Human Development Report 1995 Gender and Human Development. Oxford
University Press. 0-19-521836-1. http://hdr. undp. org/reports/global/1995/en/.
Abstract: Report argues that human development cannot succeed without gender mainstreaming. Integrating
women into development is a process that requires political creativity, not just technocratic adjustments. A serious
commitment to equal access to planning and resources requires a rights-based approach.
UNDP. 2003. Transforming the Mainstream: Gender in UNDP. Available at http://topics.
developmentgateway. org/gender/rc/ItemDetail. do?itemId=379765.
Abstract: Contemplates the importance of governance, the environment, and armed conflict in light of the
UNDP’s two-pronged approach to gender: mainstreaming and promoting women’s empowerment.
UNDP. 2005. Women’s issues now part of legal training in Nepal. http://content. undp.
org/go/newsroom/april-2006/womens-legal-training-nepal-20060405. en?g11n. enc=ISO-88591.
Abstract: New item noting the recent incorporation of women’s issues into legal training in Nepal. Training is
meant to inform legal official on the international human rights instruments that Nepal is party to, and which
pertain to the treatment of women there.
Poverty Initiatives
Ronald Paul Hill and Kanwalroop Kathy Dhanda. 2003. “Technological Achievement and Human
Development: A View from the United Nations Development Program.” Human Rights Quarterly.
25(4): 1020.
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Abstract: The article examines the relationship between technological achievement and human development so
that the human rights community may better understand the impact of the digital divide worldwide. Using data
collected by a variety of international organizations and in cooperation with the United Nations Development
Programme, this article explores the creation, diffusion, and utilization of technology within the context of vast
socio-economic inequalities among nations. The article begins with a brief introduction to the technology revolution,
followed by a discussion of the digital divide. Data descriptions are also presented in the article, along with findings
that show comparisons across technology achievement categories. The paper concludes with suggestions for abridging
the digital divide and policy implications for the global community. Connected to one another in complex and
reciprocal ways, the creation, diffusion and utilization of technology and the quality of life of the citizenry will be
closely aligned in the 21st century. Unfortunately, most nations and their people lack resources, educational levels,
and infrastructure necessary to partake in this global revolution.
A. C. Kelley. 1991. “The Human Development Index: Handle with Care.” Population and Development
Review. 17(2): 315.
Abstract: Critique of the HDI concept and its application by the UNDP.
UNDP. 2006. Human Development Report - TIMOR LESTE 2006 The Path out of Poverty.
Abstract: A regional look at poverty and human development in Timor-Leste. The report looks at the area’s
development as judged according to the MDGs.
Environment Initiatives
Tim Forsyth. 2002. “In the Eyes of the State: Negotiating a “˜Rights-Based Approach”to Forest
Conservation in Thailand.” World Development. 30 (9): 1591-1605.
Abstract: Recent debates about governance, poverty, and environmental sustainability have emphasized a “rightsbased”approach, in which equitable development is strongly associated with individual and communal rights. This
paper reviews this approach and explores its practical application to Thailand’s Community Forestry Bill, which
seeks to establish communal rights of access and conservation in forest reserve areas. The paper examines conflicts
concerning watershed forests and mangroves in Thailand, and argues that efforts to support rural livelihoods
through community rights have been undermined by a state that has frequently supported commercial interests or
opposed decentralization. The paper documents how civil society organizations may negotiate rights within the
wider public spheres in which rules, rights, and “community”are established and defended.
Sean O. Siochru and Bruce Girard. 2005. Community-based Networks and Innovative
Technologies: New Models to Serve and Empower the Poor. http://www. undp.
org/poverty/docs/ICTD-Community-Nets. pdf.
Abstract: Considers community development approaches in the context of recent developments in information
communication technology. Especially concerned with the question of equal access.
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 2003. Guidelines on the
Integration of Energy and Rural Development Policies and Programmes. New York: United
Nations.
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Abstract: The Guidelines are intended to assist national energy, rural development planners, and policy-makers
in introducing an integrated approach to energy and rural development policies and programs. Particular emphasis
has been given to stakeholders’ involvement, gender mainstreaming of processes and results, and institutional
arrangements. Attempts have also been made to devise a practical way to put the ideas presented in the Guidelines
into action at the national level. Training materials, which will be developed at national levels as a later stage of
the project, will supplement the Guidelines.
Sudir Anand and Amartya Sen. 1996. Sustainable Human Development: Concepts and Priorities.
United Nations Development Programme, Office of Development Studies. http://hdr. undp.
org/docs/publications/ocational_papers/Oc8a. htm.
Abstract: Occasional UNDP paper details the theoretical and conceptual aspects of human development. States
the importance of intergenerational justice, and relates the human development concept to economic orthodoxy.
United Nations Environment Programme Economics and Trade Unit. 2004. Training Module:
Introduction to Capacity Building for Environment, Trade and Sustainable Development.
Geneva, Switzerland: UNEP. http://www. unep.
ch/etu/publications/Capacity%20Building/Training%20Module1-48. pdf.
Abstract: Accompanying CD-ROM contains a PDF copy of the manual, including a powerpoint presentation
of the overhead projection transparencies (OHPs) included with the manual.
Regional Initiatives
Brooke Ackerly. 2003. “Fields of Protest: Women’s Movements in India / Feminists Doing
Development: A Practical Critique / Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and
Development / Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach (Book).” Signs:
Journal of Women in Culture & Society. 29(1): 248.
Abstract: Reviews several books on political activists. “Fields of Protest: Women’s Movements in India,”by
Raka Ray; “Feminists Doing Development: A Practical Critique,”edited by Marilyn Porter and Ellen Judd;
“Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and Development by United Nations Development
Programme,”and “Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach,”by Martha Nussbaum.
Kate Dyer. 2005. The Cost of Poverty: Transaction Costs and the Struggle to Make Aid Work in the
Education Sector in Tanzania. http://hdr. undp.
org/docs/publications/background_papers/2005/HDR2005_Kate_Dyer_9. pdf.
Abstract: Analysis of transaction costs in development assistance to the education sector in Tanzania.
Anne Hellum. 2001. “Towards a Human Rights Based Development Approach: The Case of
Women in the Water Reform Process in Zimbabwe.” Law, Social Justice & Global Development. 2.
(http://www2. warwick. ac. uk/fac/soc/law/elj/lgd/2001_1/hellum/.
Abstract: Water reform illustrates the conflicts and tensions between indivdualist and welfarist polices at the
international, national, and local levels. Two goals of the water reform are to broaden women’s access to water and
to enhance their participation in water management. With the shift from welfarist to market driven policies in
60

HUMAN RIGHTS & HUMAN WELFARE

relation to land, water, health and education employing the human rights of women as enunciated in CEDAW is
an important counterbalance. Thus in this article the impact of international and national water reform policies
are analyzed in light of Zimbabwean women farmers’ rights to non-discrimination and an adequate standard of
living.
Union Inter-parliamentary and Programme United Nations Development. 2003. Ten Years of
Strengthening Parliaments in Africa, 1991-2000: Lessons Learnt and the Way Forward: Report
of a Joint IPU/UNDP Survey. Inter-parliamentary Union. 9291421413. http://www. ipu.
org/pdf/publications/africa2000_en. pdf.
Abstract: Describes how the UNDP has strengthened Parliaments in several key Sub-Saharan African cases.
Notes that the international community has been key in promoting ombudsmen, national human rights
institutions, and human rights conferences. Contains data on project funding.
Chandra Muzaffar. 1993. “Double Standards in the West.” World Press Review. 40 (9): 17.
http://search. epnet. com/login. aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=9308240079.
Abstract: States that the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), in its “Human Development
Report: 1992”observes that “for the first time in human history, the world is close to creating a single, unified
global system.”Questions impact of this global system upon nations and communities and upon human beings and
human rights; Control of global economy; Direct link between poverty and political rights; Reported from the
Third World Network Features agency of Penang, Malaysia.
National Council of Applied Economic Research. ; “In Collaboration with the Planning
Commission, the United Nations Development Programme and other United Nations
Agencies.”
Abstract: Sequel to the India HDR, the South India HDR and the West and Central India HDR. Includes
statistical tables.
U. Nations. 2003. “Human Development Report.” New York: UNDP.
Abstract: The Human Development Report 2003 discusses the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)--the
targets set for reductions in poverty, improvements in health and education, and protection of the environment
around the world by the year 2015. In September 2000, world leaders pledged to achieve the MDGs, including
the overarching goal of cutting poverty in half by 2015. This report examines the progress made towards reaching
these goals on a country-by-country basis. The Human Development Report 2003 also features a wide variety of
national development indicators for 174 countries including demographic trends, educational levels, gender
disparities, and macroeconomic indicators. It is an important tool in the formulation of government policy.
Edelberto Torres-Rivas. 2005. “UNDERSTANDING POLITICAL VIOLENCE AND
POLITICAL CHANGE IN GUATEMALA.” Journal of Third World Studies. 22(1): 319.
Abstract: Reviews three books on political violence in Guatemala. “Buried Secrets, Truth and Human Rights in
Guatemala,”by Victoria Sanford; “Terror in the Countryside: Campesino Responses to Political Violence in
Guatemala, 1954-1985,”by Rachel May; “Dictating Democracy: Guatemala and the End of Violent
Revolution,”by Rachel M. McCleary.
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UNDP. 2004. Democracy in Latin America: Towards a Citizens’ Democracy. 987-0085-X.
http://democracia. undp. org/Informe/Default. asp?Menu=15&Idioma=2.
Abstract: By combining quantitative indicators and detailed interviews with in-depth surveys and an on-going
dialogue with a cross-section of prominent leaders and opinion formers across the region, the report provides a
comprehensive analysis of the state of democracy in Latin America.
UNDP. 2004. Human Development Report 2004 Cultural Liberty in Today’s Diverse World.
http://hdr. undp. org/reports/global/2004/?CFID=1118624&CFTOKEN=98374345
Abstract: Accommodating people’s growing demands for inclusion in society and respect for their ethnicity,
religion, and language, takes more than democracy and equitable growth. Also needed are multicultural policies
that recognize differences and champion diversity while promoting cultural freedoms, so that all people can choose to
speak their language, practice their religion, and participate in shaping their culture—in essence all people can
choose to be who they are.
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World Health Organization
by Wendy Braun
Over the past 60 years the World Health Organization (WHO) has succeeded in improving the
general standard of health around the world. The WHO is an international agency within the United
Nations and is comprised of 192 countries. The World Health Assembly, a 34 member elected
board, meets annually to determine new regulations and budgetary needs for the organization.
Rights-based policy is integrated throughout the World Health Organization’s programs. The WHO
works with several entities, including non-governmental organizations, U.N. agencies and private
organizations to achieve goals and implement new programs. Key topics for the WHO include
gender rights, policy, and medical ethics. The Millennium Development Goals are a prime example
of rights-based integration and universal collaboration that WHO strives to achieve, as these goals
encompass the areas of poverty, education, environment, development and gender.
One priority is to improve women’s rights through the promotion of gender equality and
empowerment of women. Throughout the world, women are not given the same opportunities as
men, and continue to be at an increased risk for HIV/AIDS infection. According to the WHO,
women have a greater susceptibility to infection from HIV because of biological factors, gender
roles, social behaviors and forced sex. In an effort to promote awareness and education, the World
Health Organization has implemented programs such as Sixteen Days of Activism against genderbased violence and World AIDS Day.
U.N. policy intervention is an expanding effort throughout the world. To promote creative
policy thinking, Secretary-General Kofi Annan created the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges
and Change in 2004. Under the Secretary-General’s guidance, The World Health Organization
works to improve policy that protects and improves people’s well being. Though sovereignty
continues to impact the progress of international human rights, the World Health Organization has
been able to penetrate many of these barriers though intra-agency coordination.
Another example of successful policy intervention is the prohibition of unethical medical
practices. To that end, the World Health Organization has utilized the Declaration of Helsinki and
developed guidelines for research on human subjects. The basic principles include beneficence, nonmalfeasance, respect and justice. As medical research continues to allow for increased economic
gains, developing countries are at a greater risk. The ethical guidelines are clear, but individual
countries’ interpretations have presented a challenge for the global community. The WHO provides
training programs and capacity-building activities which improve understanding of ethical medical
research.
The World Health Organization is also a leader in the effort to provide safe and equal rights to
all citizens of the world. The challenge of state sovereignty is being penetrated by the WHO and
collaborating organizations through international policy intervention, treaties and social pressures. In
many cases there are no punishments for human rights violations. The WHO programs are utilizing
local and international resources to combat many of the world’s problems through rights-based
approaches and policy interventions.
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General Resources
S. R. Chunkath, Della, S. , Chotani, R. A. , Smyth, I. , Burns, K. , Hidayat, M. 2005. “Panel 2. 3:
gender dimensions and human rights aspects to responses and recovery.” Prehospital and disaster
medicine: the official journal of the National Association of EMS Physicians and the World Association for
Emergency and Disaster Medicine in association with the Acute Care Foundation. 20(6): 404.
Abstract: This is a summary of the presentations and discussion of the Gender Dimensions and Human Rights
Aspects to Responses and Recovery of the Conference, Health Aspects of the Tsunami Disaster in Asia, convened
by the World Health Organization (WHO) in Phuket, Thailand, 04-06 May 2005. The topics discussed
included issues related to gender dimensions and human rights pertaining to the responses to the damage created by
the Tsunami. It is presented in the following major sections: (1) gaps encountered and major issues; (2) limitations
of response; (3) what could have been done better? and (4) recommendations.
N. ; Flores Daniels, W. ; Pannarunothai, S. ; Ndumbe, P. N. ; Bryant, J. H. ; Ngulube, T. J. ; Wang,
Y. 2005. “An evidence-based approach to benchmarking the fairness of health-sector reform in
developing countries.” Bulletin of the World Health Organization. 83(7): 534.
Abstract: The Benchmarks of Fairness instrument is an evidence-based policy tool developed in generic form in
2000 for evaluating the effects of health-system reforms on equity, efficiency and accountability. By integrating
measures of these effects on the central goal of fairness, the approach fills a gap that has hampered reform efforts for
more than two decades. Over the past three years, projects in developing countries on three continents have adapted
the generic version of these benchmarks for use at both national and subnational levels. Interdisciplinary teams of
managers, providers, academics and advocates agree on the relevant criteria for assessing components of fairness
and, depending on which aspects of reform they wish to evaluate, select appropriate indicators that rely on accessible
information; they also agree on scoring rules for evaluating the diverse changes in the indicators. In contrast to a
comprehensive index that aggregates all measured changes into a single evaluation or rank, the pattern of changes
revealed by the benchmarks is used to inform policy deliberation about which aspects of the reforms have been
successfully implemented, and it also allows for improvements to be made in the reforms. This approach permits
useful evidence about reform to be gathered in settings where existing information is underused and where there is a
weak information infrastructure. Brief descriptions of early results from Cameroon, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Thailand and Zambia demonstrate that the method can produce results that are useful for policy and reveal the
variety of purposes to which the approach can be put. Collaboration across sites can yield a catalogue of indicators
that will facilitate further work.
World Health Organization. Ethics in Health research. http://whqlibdoc. who.
int/emro/2004/9290213639_chap2. pdf.
This chapter outlines the ethical responsibilities for health researchers. The World Health
Organization has created these guidelines because of the increasing awareness of individual
human rights. The authors state why it is no longer acceptable to compromise an individual’s
welfare and respect in the pursuit of scientific gain.
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Ethics of the WHO
World Medical Association. 1964. Declaration of Helsinki. http://www. wma. net/e/policy/b3.
htm.
The World Medical Association (WMS) Declaration of Helsinki is a set of International
guidelines that outlines ethical principles for medical research involving human subjects.
F. Baum. 2005. “Who cares about health for all in the 21st century?”Journal of epidemiology and
community health. 59(9): 714.
Abstract: This paper regrets the retreat in the 1990s from a focus on health as a social good that results from
good social policy. It highlights the importance of the People’s Health Movement and the WHO Commission on
the Social Determinants of Health as offering a chance to return to a more socially just quest for equity and
health.
D. Birnbacher. 2005. “Human cloning and human dignity.”ReprodBiomedOnline. 10 Suppl 1(50).
Abstract: Judging from the official documents dealing with the moral and legal aspects of human reproductive
cloning, there seems to be a nearly worldwide consensus that reproductive cloning is incompatible with human
dignity. The certainty of this judgment is, however, not matched by corresponding arguments. Is the incompatibility
of reproductive cloning with human dignity an ultimate moral intuition closed to further argument? The paper
considers several ways by which the intuition might be connected with more familiar applications of the concept of
human dignity, and argues that there is no such connection. It concludes that the central objections to human
reproductive cloning are not objections relating to dignity but objections relating to risk, especially the risks imposed
on children born in the course of testing the method’s safety.
C. Chen. 2004. “Rebellion against the polio vaccine in Nigeria: implications for humanitarian
policy.” AfrHealthSci . 4(3): 205.
Abstract: Polio eradication has been top on the agenda of various international humanitarian organizations since
1988. Caused by a virus that enters through the mouth, poliomyelitis attacks the nervous system, and can lead to
irreversible paralysis or death. Children under five years of age are most at risk. The oral polio vaccine, OPV, is
administered as a drop often on a lump of sugar placed in the child’s mouth. Given multiple times, the vaccine
may protect a child for life. In this essay, the Nigerian scenario serves as a case study of community involvement
and trust in international humanitarian policy. The underlying causes of the rebellion and its long-term impact on
immunization programs in the region as well around the world are of interest and relevance to students, teachers
and practitioners of public health.
N. Daniels; W. Flores; S. Pannarunothai; P. N. Ndumbe; J. H. Bryant; T. J. Ngulube and Y. Wang.
2005. “An evidence-based approach to benchmarking the fairness of health-sector reform in
developing countries.” Bulletin of the World Health Organization. 83(7): 534.
Abstract: The Benchmarks of Fairness instrument is an evidence-based policy tool developed in generic form in
2000 for evaluating the effects of health-system reforms on equity, efficiency and accountability. By integrating
measures of these effects on the central goal of fairness, the approach fills a gap that has hampered reform efforts for
more than two decades. Over the past three years, projects in developing countries on three continents have adapted
the generic version of these benchmarks for use at both national and subnational levels. Interdisciplinary teams of
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managers, providers, academics and advocates agree on the relevant criteria for assessing components of fairness
and, depending on which aspects of reform they wish to evaluate, select appropriate indicators that rely on accessible
information; they also agree on scoring rules for evaluating the diverse changes in the indicators. In contrast to a
comprehensive index that aggregates all measured changes into a single evaluation or rank, the pattern of changes
revealed by the benchmarks is used to inform policy deliberation about which aspects of the reforms have been
successfully implemented, and it also allows for improvements to be made in the reforms. This approach permits
useful evidence about reform to be gathered in settings where existing information is underused and where there is a
weak information infrastructure. Brief descriptions of early results from Cameroon, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Thailand and Zambia demonstrate that the method can produce results that are useful for policy and reveal the
variety of purposes to which the approach can be put. Collaboration across sites can yield a catalogue of indicators
that will facilitate further work.
Lawrence O. Gostin David P. Fidler. “The New International Health Regulations: An Historic
Development for International Law and Public Health.” The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics.
35(4): 85-94.
Discusses the evolution of international health law. Excellent discussion of the relevance of
international human rights law to international health law. Schematics of reporting and
monitoring system.
A. Dhai. 2005. “Module five: implementation of ethics review.” Developing World Bioeth . 5(1): 73.
Abstract: The objective of this module is to provide information on issues of concern for Research Ethics
Committee members and investigators during the review process. The many guidelines on research ethics, including
those from the South African Department of Health and the World Health Organisation, will be referred to
extensively to educate you on the requirements of Research Ethics Committees. The evolution of the review process
in South Africa will be detailed.
B. M. Dickens. 2005. “Interactions of law and ethics affecting reproductive choice.” Medicine and law.
24(3): 549.
Abstract: Controversies affecting reproductive choice can often be resolved within interactions of legal and ethical
decision-making. This paper addresses three topics, following the methodology presented in Reproductive Health
and Human Rights: Integrating Medicine, Ethics, and Law, by R. J. Cook, B. M. Dickens and M. F.
Fathalla ( Oxford University Press, 2003). The book’s 15 case studies each addresses medical, ethical, legal and
human rights aspects, and structural approaches at clinical, healthcare system and societal levels.
STERILIZATION: Individual self-determination supports legal and ethical rights of intellectually competent
persons to sterilization. Sterilization of intellectually compromised persons was historically abused, causing
reactions of excessively protective prohibition. ABORTION: Most developed countries have liberalized abortion
legislation, thereby reducing abortion-related mortality and morbidity, but many developing countries retain
repressive colonial laws. Over 95% of the estimated 20 million unsafe abortions annually occur in developing
countries. COURT-ORDERED CAESAREAN DELIVERIES: A concern in developed countries is the
willingness of some courts to order Caesarean procedures over competent women’s objections.
T. Goodman. 2005. “Is there a right to health?”The Journal of medicine and philosophy. 30(6): 643.
Abstract: This article challenges the widespread contention-promoted by the World Health Organization, the
U.N. Human Rights Commission, and certain non-governmental organizations-that health care should be
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regarded as an individual human right. Like other “post-modern”rights, the asserted individual right to health
care is a positive claim on the resources of others; it is unlimited by corresponding responsibilities, and it pertains
exclusively to the individual. In fact, an individual human right to health, enforceable against either governments
or corporations, does not currently exist in law. If established, such a right would portend a dramatic expansion of
government control over health care, with negative consequences for efficiency and patient welfare. Voluntary efforts
based on partnership, rather than the imposition of legal requirements, are the most productive means of
expanding access to health care while preserving incentives for continued development of innovative health
technologies.
Ana Maria Linares Parada Hernan Fuenzalida-Puelma, and Diana Serrano LaVetu. 1992. Ethics and
law in the study of AIDS. Pan American Health Organization, Pan American Sanitary Bureau,
Regional Office of the World Health Organization. http://publications. paho.
org/english/moreinfo. cfm?Product_ID=277.
Abstract: This is a compilation of papers by notable experts in the fields of bioethics, law, and medicine. It
expounds some of the ethical and legal dilemmas arising out of the epidemics of HIV infection and AIDS and
proposes solutions that seek to ensure respect for fundamental human rights. The contents range from a detailed
analysis of AIDS- and HIV-related legislation in Latin America and the Caribbean to thought-provoking
discussions of both ethical issues (such as confidentiality and the allocation of scarce resources) and public health
policy (such as restrictions on travel of HIV-infected persons and protection of workers with AIDS). The
perspectives of doctors, nurses, and AIDS patients are also represented.
World Health Organization. Ethics in Health research. http://whqlibdoc. who.
int/emro/2004/9290213639_chap2. pdf.
This chapter outlines ethical responsibilities for health researchers. The World Health
Organization has created these guidelines because of the increasing awareness of individual
human rights. The author states why it is no longer acceptable to compromise an individual’s
welfare and respect in the pursuit of scientific gain.
K. A. Rao and A. Faundes. 2006. “Access to safe abortion within the limits of the law.” Best
PractResClinObstetGynaecol.
Abstract: The World Health Organization defines unsafe abortion as a procedure for terminating an unintended
pregnancy carried out by people lacking the necessary skills or in an environment that does not conform to minimal
medical standards, or both. The Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development recommends that ‘In circumstances where abortion is not against the law, such abortion should be
safe’. However, millions of women still risk their lives by undergoing unsafe abortion even if they comply with the
law. This is a serious violation of women’s human rights, and obstetricians and gynaecologists have a fundamental
role in breaking the administrative and procedural barriers to safe abortion. This chapter reviews the magnitude of
the problem, its consequences for women’s health, the barriers to access to safe abortion, including its legal status,
the effect of the law on the rate and the consequences of abortion, the human rights implications and the current
evidence on methods to perform safe abortion. This chapter concludes with an analysis of what can be done to
change the current situation.
C. Rueff Mdo. 2004. “Medical confidentiality and HIV/AIDS. Ethical-legal perspective.” Acta
Medica Portuguesa. 17(6): 451.
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Abstract: This paper deals with the violation of professional confidentiality and with transmission of infection
disease under the Portuguese legal framework, in the case of HIV/AIDS. Topics include: the conflict of interests
and duties for the practitioner, and the difficulty of solving it. Shall the practitioner speak, or shall he/she keep
silence when the HIV/AIDS patient refuses to say the truth to his/her sexual partner, with the consequent risk
of transmission of infection disease? The point of view of the Human rights. The position of the World Health
Organisation (WHO) and of the European Union (EU) in the fight against the discrimination of people affected
by HIV/AIDS. The statements of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) concerning the right
to privacy and to non-discrimination (even for illness). Possibility of confrontation with the positions represented
by: a) the opinion of the National Council of Ethics for the Sciences of Life (CNECV), of 23rd October 2000,
required by the Order of the Practitioners; b) the opinion of the Portuguese legal experts; c) the Criminal Law and
the Procedural Criminal Law; d) the cases of the English jurisprudence (High Courts). The ethics of
responsibility, the crossing of the traditional principles of medicine, bioethics and law, as well as the reinforcing of
the medical deontology and the implementing of a deontology of the patient as possible ways to be considered in
order to find answers for the problems.
J. R. Williams. 2005. “UNESCO’s proposed Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights - a bland
compromise.” Developing World Bioethics . 5(3): 210.
Abstract: According to the authors, the latest (June 2005) draft of UNESCO’s proposed Universal
Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights is a major disappointment. The committee of government ‘experts’
that produced it made sure that it would not introduce any new obligations for States, and so the document simply
restates existing agreements and lists desirable goals without specifying how they can be achieved. This article
focuses on the shortcomings of the document as it would apply to health care. These shortcomings are evident in the
document’s scope, aims and principles. The conclusion is that if UNESCO still thinks that such a declaration is
needed, it should produce either an ethical document addressed to individuals and groups, which would be
primarily educational in nature, or a legal document addressed to States, which should not have the word ‘ethics’
in its title.
Gender Dimensions to Health
S. Chhabra. 2005. “Gender and sufferings.” Journal of obstetrics and gynecology ( Tokyo, Japan). 25(8): 772.
Abstract: The World Health Organization describes violence against women as the most pervasive yet least
recognised human rights abuse which cuts across geographical, racial, social and economic boundaries in the world.
In the present study of the 2000 women interviewed, nearly 50% reported having been physically assaulted. Age,
education or socioeconomic status did not change anything but more women from nuclear families were assaulted
(52%) compared with other group. Some 68% of women were assaulted by husbands and 7% by multiple
perpetrators. The reasons for assault varied. Nearly 60% of those assaulted had informed someone and in around
65% of cases someone had tried to help, but in only 50% of those where help was offered, was the situation
improved. The complex problem of gender violence needs to be remembered while providing healthcare because it is
common. Women need to be aware of their rights and possible help. We need to progress towards a civilised society
with gender equality and no violence.
S. R. Chunkath, Della, S. , Chotani, R. A. , Smyth, I. , Burns, K. , Hidayat, M. 2005. “Panel 2. 3:
gender dimensions and human rights aspects to responses and recovery.” Prehospital and disaster
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medicine: the official journal of the National Association of EMS Physicians and the World Association for
Emergency and Disaster Medicine in association with the Acute Care Foundation. 20(6): 404.
Abstract: This is a summary of the presentations and discussion of the Gender Dimensions and Human Rights
Aspects to Responses and Recovery of the Conference, Health Aspects of the Tsunami Disaster in Asia, convened
by the World Health Organization (WHO) in Phuket, Thailand, 04-06 May 2005. The topics discussed
included issues related to gender dimensions and human rights pertaining to the responses to the damage created by
the Tsunami. It is presented in the following major sections: (1) gaps encountered and major issues; (2) limitations
of response; (3) what could have been done better? and (4) recommendations.
R. J. Cook; B. M. Dickens and S. Thapa. 2005. “Caring for victims of sexual abuse.” International
journal of gynecology and obstetrics: the official organ of the International Federation of
Gynecology and Obstetrics. 91(2): 194.
Abstract: Recognizing sexual abuse to be universal, in stable as well as disordered societies and directed
predominantly but not only against younger women, this article first considers legal definitions of sexual abuse and
the forensic evidence health care providers may be expected to gather. It explores the impact on victims of historic
definitions of rape, and legal reforms to dispense with proof of sexual penetration. The WHO 2003 guidelines for
medico-legal care for victims of sexual violence are noted, which emphasize the need for physical and psychological
care of victims. The guidelines show that goals of treating victims and retaining forensic evidence can create a
clinical dilemma. Ethical issues concern management of this dilemma, probing whether patients’ psychological
disturbance may have roots in past sexual abuse, and the conduct of appropriate research. It concludes that much
sexual abuse is symptomatic of women’s sexual subordination and disregard of their human rights.
B. F. Dugassa. 2005. “Women’s rights and health: the case of Oromo women in Ethiopia.” Health
care for women international. 26(2): 149.
Abstract: Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), for which we
have no cure or vaccination, is the major health problem in Ethiopia. This epidemic generally has affected poor
communities and women. To contain this epidemic, the empowerment of women is essential. In fact, the current
working definition of health by the World Health Organization (WHO) makes social well-being a part of
everyday living, which is an essential dimension of the quality of life. The concept of quality of life means an
opportunity to make choices and even change the situation one is in. Here, the concepts of health and human rights
intersect, because of the quality of life requires freedom of choice, dignity and respect. Dignity, the right to access
basic education and information, as well as the right to life are the major elements of human rights. It is for that
purpose that health promotion is intended to enable people to increase their control over determinants of health and
thereby improve their health. Women’s involvement in outlining the agendas of health promotion is vital to achieve
the desired goals. In this article I examine human rights violations in Ethiopia and the lost opportunities for
Oromo women to make choices in life within the framework of the Universal Declarations of Human Rights
(UDHR).
B. Ganatra; M. Bygdeman; B. T. Phan; D. V. Nguyen and M. L. Vu. 2004. “From research to reality:
the challenges of introducing medical abortion into service delivery in Vietnam.” Reproductive
health matters. 12(24 Suppl): 105.
Abstract: Following the inclusion of mifepristone + misoprostol for early pregnancy termination into the
Vietnam National Reproductive Health Guidelines in 2002, a team from the Ministry of Health, World
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Health Organization and Ipas assessed how best to move from clinical research to widespread public sector
availability. After field visits to hospitals and discussions with stakeholders, the team endorsed the phased
introduction of medical abortion alongside vacuum aspiration services to expand choice. They stressed the
importance of patient-oriented information on what to expect as the abortion process takes place and the need for
follow-up, also crucial in training of providers. Routine use of ultrasound to detect ectopic pregnancies or determine
that abortion was complete was considered unnecessary The mandated four-hour observation period following
misoprostol administration could be reduced. The National Guidelines, appropriately conservative at the start of
the programme, should be amenable to modification as experience grows. Introduction is not possible without a
steady supply of drugs at affordable prices. Ways to reduce the high price of mifepristone and deal with provider
expectations of extra allowances, as with surgical abortion, are needed. Making medical abortion a viable option
for most Vietnamese women will require provision at commune-level clinics through mid-level providers, and with
home use an option. Other challenges include use of misoprostol alone and regulating provision in the private
sector.
Beverly J. McElmurry; Kathleen F. Norr; Randy Spreen Parker and World Health Organization.
Global Network of WHO Collaborating Centres for Nursing/Midwifery Development. 1993.
Women’s health and development: a global challenge. Boston: Jones and Bartlett.
A compilation of reports presented at the fifth annual meeting of the Global Network, which
met in Ferney-Voltaire, France.
World Health Organization. Ethics in Health research. http://whqlibdoc. who.
int/emro/2004/9290213639_chap2. pdf.
This chapter outlines the ethical responsibilities for health researchers. The World Health
Organization has created these guidelines because of the increasing awareness of individual
human rights. The author states why it is no longer acceptable to compromise an individual’s
welfare and respect in the pursuit of scientific gain.
Organization World Health. 2006. WHO Multi-country Study on Women’s Health and Domestic
Violence against Women.
Abstract: Violence against women (VAW) has been identified as a major public health and human rights
problem throughout the world, but a lack of reliable and comparable data on the root causes, magnitude, and
consequences of the problem has been a major obstacle in the search for solutions. In 1997, in order to collect such
data, WHO initiated the ground-breaking WHO Multi-Country Study on Women’s Health and Domestic
Violence Against Women.
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World Bank
by Adrienne Stohr
The mission of the World Bank is to aid developing countries stabilize their economies through
financial and technical assistance. The five dominant themes that emerge in a review of the World
Bank literature are: health, gender, environment, globalization, and global governance. Each of these
themes is broadly related to issues that consistently influence the larger issue of how the World Bank
incorporates, rejects, or impacts human rights.
In the context of the World Bank’s relationship to human rights, health is usually related to
poverty reduction, or the enhancement of capabilities to prevent perpetuation of cyclical poverty.
The concern over access and rights for those with disabilities is a dominant subcategory within
health literature. Similarly, many analyses center on individual claims to rights in health care. Policies
and efforts to improve nutrition for people in developing and impoverished countries and the legal
obligations of the international community are also represented.
Gender issues emerge in discussions of women’s rights and access to education. The
improvement of women’s conditions within a society is a determinant of development more
broadly, and especially in their experience with family and community living conditions. Legal
equality for women is also important to achieving sustainable and developing societies.
The World Bank’s environmental pursuits constitute a complex issue, involving varied interests
and needs. Resettlement concerns, specifically land redistribution in developing and conflicted
regions is a significant area of concern for both human rights and the World Bank, as are the rights
of indigenous communities in environmental development. Lastly, sustainability and responsible use
of resources, such as energy and water, depend on conservation and the role of renewable resources
for their realization.
Globalization and Global Governance are reflected in the regulatory and development policies
of the various international organizations such as the U.N. , WTO, and the IMF. The awareness and
recent incorporation of a rights-based approach to development by such organizations suggests not
only the ability of international organizations to incorporate a rights-based approach into their
policies, but also a general recognition of the importance to do so. Resource distribution, access to
markets, and legal rights—in terms of representation and access to education or property rights are
important in the interpretations of measurement and dedication in the World Bank’s human rights
contributions. As in the discourse on disabilities, children’s rights and the communities’ inclusion in
development processes is uniquely represented by policies intended to improve the rights and
participation of developing peoples in the international system.
Globalization and the World Bank
The Challenges of Globalization: The Role of the World Bank, Volume 1. The World Bank.
Abstract: Details the broader role of the World Bank in managing globalization. States the roles of different
member states and presents a vision for the future.
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Global Monitoring Report 2006 - Millennium Development Goals: Strengthening Mutual
Accountability, Aid, Trade, and Governance, Vol. 1 of 1.
Abstract: Reports on the Bank’s progress on working toward MDGs.
Kenya - Institutional Reform and Capacity Building Technical Assistance Project, Vol. 1 of 1.
Abstract: Sets forth a development plan that incorporates respect of human rights and the rule of law.
‘Rightsizing’ the IMF, the World Bank and the WTO. http://www. globalpolicy. org/socecon/bwiwto/wto/ritesize. htm.
Abstract: Discusses reform of international financial organization in light of popular mobilizations like the
Seattle protests. Principally concerned with labor and environmental rights.
Summary of the Joint IMF, OECD, World Bank Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) Review
Meeting. http://www. imf. org/external/np/prspgen/review/2001/091801. htm.
Abstract: Summary of inter-agency meeting that reveals the politics of international organization cooperation.
World Development Report 2006: Equity and Development, Vol. 1 of 1.
Abstract: World Development Report 2006 analyzes the relationship between equity and development. The
report documents the persistence of inequality traps by highlighting the interaction between different forms of
inequality. It presents evidence that the inequality of opportunity that arises is wasteful and inimical to sustainable
development and poverty reduction. It also derives policy implications that center on the broad concept of leveling
the playing field-both politically and economically and in the domestic and the global arenas. The report recognizes
the intrinsic value of equity but aims primarily to document how a focus on equity matters for long-run
development. It has three parts: Part I considers the evidence on inequality of opportunity, within and across
countries. Part II asks why equity matters, discussing the two channels of impact (the effects of unequal
opportunities when markets are imperfect, and the consequences of inequity for the quality of institutions a society
develops) as well as intrinsic motives. Part III asks how public action can level the political and economic playing
fields. In the domestic arena, it makes the case for investing in people, expanding access to justice, land, and
infrastructure, and promoting fairness in markets. In the international arena, it considers leveling the playing field
in the functioning of global markets and the rules that govern them-and the complementary provision of aid to help
poor countries and poor people build greater endowments.
Philip Alston. 2005. “Ships Passing in the Night: The Current State of the Human Rights and
Development Debate Seen Through the Lens of the Millennium Development Goals.” Human
Rights Quarterly. 27(3): 755.
Abstract: The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are the most prominent initiative on the global
development agenda and have a great deal in common with human rights commitments. But neither the human
rights nor development communities has embraced this linkage with enthusiasm or conviction. This article explores
the reasons why the two agendas resemble ships passing in the night, even though they are both headed for very
similar destinations. The empirical evidence examined includes analyses prepared by a range of human rights
NGOs, the MDG National Plans adopted by many developing countries, and the relevant analyses undertaken
by U.N. human rights treaty bodies and special rapporteurs. The author calls upon the human rights community
72

HUMAN RIGHTS & HUMAN WELFARE

to engage more effectively with the development agenda, to prioritize its concerns rather than assuming that every
issue needs to be tackled simultaneously, and to avoid being overly prescriptive.
Peter Beresford. 2005. “Redistributing Profit and Loss: The New Economics of the Market and
Social Welfare.” Critical Social Policy. 25(4): 464.
Abstract: A major feature of government public and social policy over the past 25 years has been a shift in
emphasis from state to market. With little supporting evidence, the positives of the market have been contrasted
with the negatives of state intervention. This article explores the background to this development and suggests that
under ‘globalization’ the trend has been for the market increasingly to be freed to be profitable and for the state to
bear consequent costs. It argues for the market to be subjected to systematic cost-benefit analysis to see whether a
pattern of redistribution of profit (gains) to the market has been accompanied by losses (costs) being laid at the
door of the state/public sector. It also considers the additional impact on this of the privatization of welfare. It
ends by suggesting that an alternative, rights-based approach to welfare highlighted by new social movements of
disabled people and welfare service users based on anti-discrimination, inclusion, participation and accountability
may offer a more positive basis for future social policy.
Audrey R. Chapman. 1996. “A “Violations Approach”for Monitoring the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.” Human Rights Quarterly. 18(1): 23.
Abstract: The article examines the problems that the performance standard of progressive realization entails for
monitoring the International Covenant on economic, social, and cultural rights and proposes a violations approach
as a more feasible and effective alternative. The violations approach advocated here focuses on three types of
violations: first, violations resulting from actions and policies on the part of governments, second, violations related
to patterns of discrimination and third, violations taking place due to a state’s failure to fulfill the minimum core
obligations contained in the Covenant. In order to illustrate examples of violations of the rights enumerated in the
Covenant, this article analyzes several years of reports by the U.N. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights. At first glance, the assertion that little effective or systematic monitoring of the Covenant is taking place
seems to be at variance with the current international human rights system. The principle that the two major
categories of rights, civil and political rights on the one hand and economic, social, and cultural rights on the other,
are interrelated, interdependent, and indivisible constitutes one of the fundamental underpinnings of the
international consensus on human rights norms.
Jules L. Coleman. 1978. “Taking Rights Seriously (Book).” California Law Review. 66(4): 885.
Abstract: Reviews the book ‘Taking Rights Seriously,’ by Ronald M. Dworkin.
David Collard. 1994. “Economic Policy Analysis: A Rights-Based Approach (Book).” Journal of social
policy. 23(3): 460.
Abstract: Reviews the book “Economic Policy Analysis: A Rights-Based Approach,”by Henry Neuberger and
Neil Fraser.
Andrea Cornwall and Celestine Nyamu-Musembi. 2004. “Putting the ‘Rights-based Approach’ to
Development into Perspective.” Third World Quarterly. 25(8): 1415.
Abstract: This paper seeks to unravel some of the tangled threads of contemporary rights talk. For some, the
grounding of rights-based approaches in human rights legislation makes them distinctively different to others,
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lending the promise of re-politicizing areas of development work--particularly, perhaps, efforts to enhance
participation in development, that have become domesticated as they have been ‘mainstreamed’ by powerful
institutions like the World Bank. Others complain that like other fashions, the label ‘rights-based approach’ has
become the latest designer item to be seen to be wearing, and has been used to dress up the same old development.
We pose a series of questions about why rights have come to be of interest to international development actors, and
explore the implications of different versions and emphases, looking at what their strengths and shortcomings may
come to mean for the politics and practice of development.
Mac Darrow. 2003. “HUMAN RIGHTS ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE WORLD BANK AND
IMF: POSSIBILITIES AND LIMITS OF LEGAL ANALYSIS.” Social & Legal Studies. 12(1):
133.
Abstract: Reviews the book ‘The Human Rights Obligations of the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund,’ by Sigrun I. Skogly.
Joan Fitzpatrick and Richard B. Bilder. 2002. “The Human Rights Obligations of the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund (Book).” American Journal of International Law. 96(2): 501.
Abstract: Reviews the book ‘The Human Rights Obligations of the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund,’ by Sigrun I. Skogly.
Brigitte I. Hamm. 2001. “A Human Rights Approach to Development.” Human Rights Quarterly.
23(4): 1005.
Abstract: This focuses on the views on human rights approach to development as a stream of thinking within the
development and human rights context. Economic, social, and cultural rights are often classified as secondgeneration rights, while political rights and civil liberties are considered as rights of the first generation. Many have
understood this not as a mere categorization but as a ranking which puts economic, social, and cultural rights after
political rights. Thus, the so-called second-generation rights have led a kind of shadow life until the late 1980s. A
precondition of the success of a human rights approach to development is its integration into the monitoring
mechanism of human rights committees and human rights non-governmental organizations. In addition to this
institutional level, the dialogue between human rights and development activists should follow the demands of such
an approach and thus mutually strengthen their lobbying activities. The realization of human rights becomes the
aim of development policy and thus human rights are the benchmark by which to evaluate the outcome of such
policies. Based on human rights, all duty-bearers become legally accountable for their development efforts.
Hurst Hannum. 2006. “Human Rights in Conflict Resolution: The Role of the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights in U.N. Peacemaking and Peacebuilding.” Human Rights
Quarterly. 28(1): 1.
Abstract: The mainstreaming of human rights into all political, development, and other initiatives by the United
Nations has led to a welcome attempt to coordinate related U.N. activities. However, there remains a degree of
mistrust or misunderstanding that negatively affects the prospects for a more effective working relationship between
those U.N. officials whose primary focus is politics and diplomacy and those whose primary concern is human
rights. To successfully integrate human rights into their work, political and human rights officials must become
more aware and respectful of the other’s perspectives and values. In addition, as holistic approaches to
peacemaking, peacebuilding, and peacekeeping become more common, it is important to achieve a better division of
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labor between negotiators and human rights advocates, so that each can contribute meaningfully to the work of the
other.
Emma Harris-Curtis. 2003. “Research Round-up.” Development in Practice. 13(5): 558.
Abstract: The recent increase in the number of publications, training courses, NGO policy statements on
mainstreaming rights, as well as workshops and conference papers from International Financial Institutions on
rights-based approaches is testimony to the importance that development professionals attach to the concept. This
article seeks to explore some of the key issues associated with the adoption of a rights-based approach that are
relevant to NGOs. The most important issue facing NGOs today is to question rights-based approaches in a
constructive fashion, because so many development actors are adopting such approaches in their own policies and
programming.
Raymond C. Offenheiser and Susan H. Holcombe. “Challenges and Opportunities in Implementing
a Rights-Based Approach to Development: An Oxfam America Perspective.” Nonprofit &
Voluntary Sector Quarterly.
Abstract: Two practitioners/thinkers take old ideas about human rights and make a new case for an economic
and social rights-based approach to development. Our mid-20th century predecessors recognized—in Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights—that a secure world requires a
social contract that assures everyone access to basic economic and social rights. In today’s globalized world, the
private sector and civil society join the state in influencing the ability of the marginalized to enjoy basic rights.
Pursuing a rights-based approach is an end to business as usual for international development nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs). NGOs will need to move beyond supporting delivery of services to building the capacity of
civil society to be an organized and effective balance to the power of governments and of the private sector. This
transformation will have profound effects on the basic business plans, evaluation systems, and staff competencies of
international development NGOs.
Craig Johnson and Timothy Forsyth. 2002. “In the Eyes of the State: Negotiating a ‘Rights-Based
Approach’ to Forest Conservation in Thailand.” World Development. 30(9): 1591.
Abstract: Recent debates about governance, poverty and environmental sustainability have emphasized a “rightsbased”approach, in which equitable development is strongly associated with individual and communal rights. This
paper reviews this approach and explores its practical application to Thailand’s “Community Forestry
Bill,”which seeks to establish communal rights of access and conservation in forest reserve areas. The paper
examines conflicts concerning watershed forests and mangroves in Thailand, and argues that efforts to support
rural livelihoods through community rights have been undermined by a state that has frequently supported
commercial interests or opposed decentralization to minority groups. The paper documents how civil society
organizations may negotiate rights within the wider public spheres in which rules, rights, and “community”are
established, and defended.
Peris S. Jones. 2005. “A Test of Governance: Rights-based Struggles and the Politics of HIV/AIDS
Policy in South Africa.” Political Geography. 24(4): 419.
Abstract: Debates concerning democratization and development increasingly engage with what are termed as
“human rights-based approaches.” As such, whilst critical accounts are correct in cautioning against Rights-Based
Development (RBD) in an era of rampant neo-liberalism and donor-driven agendas, the paper proposes that not
only are more progressive and political readings of RBD necessary, they already exist “on the ground.” The
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dramatic u-turn in the South African government’s policy concerning HIV/AIDS treatment, for example, is,
arguably, situated at the confluence of rights-inspired struggles and the politics of governance. The policy shift
therefore provides an opportunity to assess how rights-based approaches to development (RBD) can, under specific
conditions, widen critical “political space”and enable more inclusive governance. The key issues posed in the paper
are, first, how the South African government’s HIV/AIDS policy can only be properly understood when placed
in the context of the broader rhythms of post-apartheid transition and discursive fault-lines underpinning
understandings of the epidemic. Second, as embodied through the Treatment Action Campaign--a social movement
in South Africa --the paper seeks to explore how human rights principles deployed in a context of social
mobilization and people-driven access to institutional channels, have the potential to impact upon policy-making.
Third, setting out the guiding principles of one particular right, the right to health, allows better understanding of
RBD more generally. Finally, and by way of conclusion, RBD’s contribution to widening inclusive political space
does not have to end at policy-making but can also impact upon rights-based approaches to service delivery. Above
all, this case study offers more general theoretical and practical lessons for conceptualizing both RBD and the role
of alternative social actors and movements in this.
Nuket Kardam. 1993. “Development Approaches and the Role of Policy Advocacy: The Case of the
World Bank.” World Development. 21(11): 1773.
Abstract: Addresses policy innovation in international organizations. Independence of the international
organizations (IOs); External pressure; Consistency of new issues with organizational goals and procedures;
Internal policy advocacy; Case of the World Bank.
Stephan Klasen. 2001. “SOCIAL EXCLUSION, CHILDREN AND EDUCATION: Implications
of a rights-based approach.” European Societies. 3(4): 413.
Abstract: The article investigates the relationship between social exclusion, children and education in Europe.
Social exclusion has become one of the most important themes in contemporary social policy debates in Europe.
While the term originated in France in the 1970s and was originally concerned with the exclusion of the disabled
from equal participation in society, it has recently received renewed attention. Despite the proliferation of studies
and papers on the topic, there are few precise definitions and clearly defined foundations of the term and its
implication for social policy. While income poverty is only one possible factor causing social exclusion, persistent or
recurrent unemployment can generate social exclusion directly, since as the involuntarily unemployed are excluded
from the world of work, an important aspect of citizenship and participation. In this way, unemployment is seen
as an intrinsic problem, even if there are appropriate systems in place to ensure that unemployment does not lead to
poverty.
Sheldon Leader. 2001. “The Reach of Democracy and Global Enterprise.” Constellations: An
International Journal of Critical & Democratic Theory. 8(4): 538.
Abstract: The article presents a framework for principles that relate an enterprise to a democratic political order.
The power of civil society is such that those in charge of protecting democratic rights against the pressures of a
globalizing economy will lapse into shrinking control over less and less, and will mouth pious declarations about
the rest. There is in many parts of the world a double movement in policy. On the one hand, states are divesting
themselves of many services and functions, often in response to the demands of global enterprise for a chance to offer
these same services on what they claim is a more efficient basis. The solution is either sought in some form of
partnership between public and private resources and control, or else states are happy to see the whole of the
provision pass into private hands. These results are often imposed by the pressures for free movement of goods and
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services coming from the World Trade Organization or from regional orders such as the European Union; and
they form part of the structural adjustment programs of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank.
Vincent Lyon-Callo and Susan Brin Hyatt. 2003. “The Neoliberal State and The Depoliticization Of
Poverty: Activist Anthropology And “Ethnography From Below”.” Urban Anthropology & Studies
of Cultural Systems & World Economic Development. 32(2): 175.
Abstract: The idea of a politically engaged or activist ethnography has received increased attention in recent years.
Yet, such social and economic processes as globalization and neoliberalism would seem to militate against the
efficacy of an engaged anthropology. In this article, we argue that, although systemic restructuring and related
discursive conditions have fundamentally altered the social and political landscape of cities in the United States
and around the world, there still remains much potential for carrying out locally based activist ethnographic work.
In fact, we argue for a particular type of ethnographic encounter we refer to as an “ethnography from below”which
is built on the notion that studying localities means simultaneously “ethnographazing”and thereby demystifying the
nature of the neoliberal state. Using examples from our own involvement in activism and in ethnography, we
suggest that through long-term collaborations with community-based activists, engaged ethnographers can contribute
to creating a space for the realization of new policies, new subject positions, and the emergence of new political
possibilities beyond what the global economy and its neoliberal rationalizations have set for us.
Malcolm Malone and Deryke Belshaw. 2003. “The Human Right-based approach to Development:
Overview, context and critical mass.” Transformation. 20(2): 76.
Abstract: Reports on the importance of incorporating human rights to economic development processes. Nature of
the human rights-based approach to development; Implementation of poverty reduction strategy; Threat to the
independence of cultural traditions.
Kerstin Martens. 2006. “Professionalised Representation of Human Rights NGOs to the United
Nations.” International Journal of Human Rights. 10(1): 19.
Abstract: Most studies explain the rise of NGOs as actors on the international stage by emphasizing political
developments or technical achievements as factors which have fostered their success. The focus in this paper, instead,
will be on how NGOs themselves have transformed and how such change has affected the way in which they have
become significant players in international relations. Drawing upon the notion of professionalization as deriving
from theoretical approaches of societal activism, I argue that NGOs increasingly invested in their international
presence and gradually professionalized. In order to illustrate the argument, professionalization of NGO
representation to the U.N. will be examined with respect to four case studies of international human rights
organizations: Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, the International Federation of Human Rights
and the International League for Human Rights.
Philip Martin and Susan Martin. 2006. “GCIM: A New Global Migration Facility.” International
Migration. 44(1): 5.
Abstract: The article reports on the release of a consensus report of the Global Commission on International
Migration calling all countries to respect the human rights of migrants. It recommends a new Interagency Global
Migration Facility to help coordinate migration policies at the regional and global levels. It consists of
recommendations aimed at making a comprehensive framework for migrants in a globalizing labor market,
migration and development, migrants in society, and the governance of migration.
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Craig G. Mokhiber. 2001. “Toward a Measure of Dignity: Indicators for Rights-based
Development.” Statistical Journal of the U.N. Economic Commission for Europe. 18(2/3): 155.
Abstract: While development and human rights have long been pursued in isolation from one another, the two
concepts are now being reintegrated. For the UN, the question of indicators arose in the context of the Common
Country Assessment (CCA) process, into which a rights-based approach to development was to be integrated. A
rights-based approach is based on international human rights standards and directed to protecting human rights.
Its elements include participation, accountability, non-discrimination, empowerment and linkage to the
international standards. This creates demands for data that are not satisfied by traditional indicators. There is a
need to base indicators on international standards; to use a comprehensive human rights framework; to integrate
the “rights element”into existing indicators; to measure the subjective, status, capacity, official response, and
accessibility. Data must be disaggregated further, to test equality and non-discrimination, and must be read in
context. Indicators themselves must be designed as tools of development, not weapons of critique. The next stage of
rights-based development will require the compilation of an agreed list of core development indicators for civil and
political rights, to measure the administration of justice, political participation, and personal security. It will also
require indicators for the measurement of cultural rights in development, and integrating the “rights element”into
socio-economic indicators.
Carol Mottet and Raul Suarez de Miguel. 2001. “Monitoring Development and Human Rights? A
Project for Handling the Challenge.” Statistical Journal of the U.N. Economic Commission for
Europe. 18(2/3): 275.
Abstract: This paper summarizes the main outcomes of the international Conference on “Statistics, Development
and Human Rights”(Montreux, 4-8 September 2000), which revealed the enormous potential that statistical
methods offer for improving monitoring of human development and reporting on human rights issues. The
Montreux Conference was characterized by a multidisciplinary and cross-institutional approach, bringing together
statisticians, development experts and human rights practitioners. Its conclusions translated the “spirit of
Montreux”into a concrete program of action. Thus in the course of the last months a network of more that 50
academic institutions, international organizations, national statistical institutes and NGOs agreed to launch an
independent international project: the “Development and Human Rights Observatory”(DHR-O). The objective
of this project is to strengthen mechanisms and methods for monitoring development and human rights. It intends
to facilitate, organize and implement interdisciplinary policy-oriented research, training programs and technical
assistance to institutional building. In its present stage of development, DHR-O is focusing on three core areas: i)
use of statistical methods, indicators and qualitative analysis for human rights reporting; ii) design, testing and
pilot application of rights-based development indicators; and iii) design and evaluation of statistical tools for
monitoring democracy and governance
Robert Naiman. 2000. “‘Rightsizing’ the IMF, the World Bank and the WTO.” Development. 43(2):
97.
Abstract: Focuses on the role of International Monetary Fund, World Bank and World Trade Organization
(WTO) on global economy reformation. Consideration of labor and environmental standards in international
trade agreements; Implications for the creation of WTO; Skepticism about the authority of WTO to adjudicate
violations of labor rights.
S. Peers. 2001. “Immigration, Asylum and the European Union Charter of Fundamental Rights.”
European Journal of Migration & Law. 3(2): 141.
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Abstract: This article focuses on the correlation between immigration, asylum and the European Union Charter
of fundamental rights, as of 2001. The tension between a rights-based approach to migration and asylum policy
and states’ desire to control their borders and populations as an essential aspect of their sovereignty is well-known.
Inevitably, when the European Union institutions decided to draw up a European Union Charter of
Fundamental Rights, migration and asylum matters proved to be controversial issues. Any prospect of change
resulting from the new Charter is limited, because the Charter is not legally binding. Nevertheless, the Charter is
at least a modest further step toward a rights-based approach to migration and asylum law. As is well known, the
three founding treaties of the European Communities initially made no reference to human rights. The European
Court of Justice therefore at first rejected arguments that Community legislation could be invalid for breach of
human rights. When the German and Italian courts in particular faced such allegations, they felt obliged to apply
the human rights protections in their national constitutions, threatening the supremacy of Community law.
Gustavo Pereira. 2006. “Means and Capabilities in the Discussion of Distributive Justice.” Ratio Juris.
19(1): 55.
Abstract: Dworkin’s equality of resources can be interpreted as a proposal that integrates distributive criteria
taken from both equality of means and equality of capabilities, and overcomes the risks of subjectivism, overrigidity and perfectionism inherent in theories of welfare, means and capabilities respectively. This can be achieved
by concentrating on arrangements of justice working within the parameter of equality of resources that equalize
capabilities at a level of minima, thus avoiding the perfectionist risk and, once the threshold that ensures
autonomous subjects is passed, ruled by criteria taken from theories of means. In such a task, the concept of moral
person will be used as the criterion for determining the threshold of autonomy, and not only will it allow for the
discrimination between the different circumstances that make the application of distributive criteria possible, but it
will also specify the circumstances in which it is possible to attribute responsibility to an agent.
C. Offenheiser Raymond and H. Holcombe Susan. 2003. “Challenges and Opportunities in
Implementing a Rights-Based Approach to Development: An Oxfam America Perspective.”
Nonprofit & Voluntary Sector Quarterly. 32(2): 268.
Abstract: Two practitioners/thinkers take old ideas about human rights and make a new case for an economic
and social rights-based approach to development. Our mid-20th century predecessors recognized--in Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights--that a secure world requires a
social contract that assures everyone access to basic economic and social rights. In today’s globalized world, the
private sector and civil society join the state in influencing the ability of the marginalized to enjoy basic rights.
Pursuing a rights-based approach is an end to business as usual for international development nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs). NGOs will need to move beyond supporting delivery of services to building the capacity of
civil society to be an organized and effective balance to the power of governments and of the private sector. This
transformation will have profound effects on the basic business plans, evaluation systems, and staff competencies of
international development NGOs.
Ben Rogaly. 1999. “Book Reviews.” Journal of Development Studies. 36(1): 169.
Abstract: Reviews the book `The Struggle for Accountability: The World Bank, NGOs, and Grassroots
Movements,’ edited by Jonathan A. Fox and L. David Brown
Bharati Sadasivam. 1997. “The Impact of Structural Adjustment on Women: A Governance and
Human Rights Agenda.” Human Rights Quarterly. 19(3): 630.
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Abstract: This article identifies the effect of structural adjustment and stabilization policies (SAPs) on women,
while focusing on poverty in several countries. It is now well-established that structural adjustment and
stabilization policies (SAPs) undertaken in developing countries to receive condition- based loans from the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have exacerbated conditions of poverty and deprivation for
large sections of the population. Several commentators have also shown that these macroeconomic policies are not
class-neutral or gender-neutral. The World Bank’s emphasis on “safety nets”to cushion the poor from the impact
of orthodox stabilization and adjustment policies is an admission that these policies do not affect all sections of the
population equally. These criticisms and the deterioration in economic and social conditions in the majority of
adjusting countries during the “lost decade”of the 1980s have occasioned much introspection at the international
financial institutions. In fact, recent World Bank evaluations of the results of SAPs acknowledge that while
macroeconomic stabilization policies are necessary for growth, they are not sufficient in reducing poverty or income
inequality in all countries.
Arjun Sengupta. 2004. “The Human Right to Development.” Oxford Development Studies. 32(2):
179.
Abstract: This paper examines the content of the right to development in the light of human rights as recognized
in international law and interprets it in an operational manner. The right to development is the right to a
development where all rights can be progressively realized. Both the process of development and the outcomes of the
process can be regarded as human rights claimed by the people of a country for the benefit of all individuals. The
right is exercised collectively but enjoyed individually. The related obligation is appropriate development policy by
the state (the primary duty-bearer) and co-operation by other states and international institutions. The
international community that recognizes this right has to support its implementation by co-operating in trade, debt,
finance, technology transfer and development assistance. This paper provides illustrative mechanisms for
implementing the right, complemented by programs of international co-operation.
Margaret Graham Tebo. 2000. “POWER BACK to the People.” ABA Journal. 86(7): 52.
Abstract: Comments on the power of the World Trade Organization to control the economy of its member
countries. Purpose of the organization; Views on the globalization issues; Protection of multinational corporations
despite activities which violate human rights and abuse the environment; Relations with International Monetary
Fund and World Bank.
Marion Traub-Werner. 2006. “Worldly Encounters in Free Trade: Export Apparel in the Caribbean
Basin.” Antipode. 38(1): 178.
Abstract: This article presents the author’s thoughts about free trade within the export apparel industry in
regards to a collaborative case study on the topic. Details are presented from discussions at a conference that took
place in Managua, Nicaragua, which centered around the end of apparel quotas and its impact on those in the
Caribbean Basin. The author, who is the recipient of the “Antipode”graduate student scholarship, will explore
how global connections articulate various actors on an imagined frontier of post-quota apparel production in the
study. It is hoped that the study will elucidate the historical and current work done to link the apparel trade with
development.
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Involvement on the Health Sector
2000. “Unhealthy Policies from the World Bank.” Multinational Monitor. 21(6): 23.
Abstract: Interviews Doctor Vineeta Gupta, the general secretary of Insaaf International, a Punjab, India-based
organization working for economic, social and political rights. Her views on the World Bank’s involvement in
India and the health sector; Reason for the need of India for a World Bank loan to privatize the health care
system; Kind of corruption she has found related to the Bank’s involvement in the health sector.
Carolyn Baylies. 2002. “Disability and the Notion of Human Development: Questions of Rights and
Capabilities.” Disability & Society. 17(7): 725.
Abstract: From a rights perspective, disability has come increasingly to be seen as less a matter of personal
misfortune than of societal neglect and obstruction, and as much warranting claims on the state to ensure inclusion
and equality as to prosecute a duty of care. This shift resonates with other transitions within international
discourse, most notably the increasing prominence of the notion of human development, which emphasizes the
importance of equity, freedom, and full realization of human rights and capabilities as central to societal
developmental objectives. After briefly examining apparent parallels in discourses relating to disability and to
human development, the capabilities approach, upon which the concept of human development is grounded, is
examined more closely and its implications for disability considered. It is argued that a capabilities approach may
serve alternatively to keep disability partially hidden from view or become a powerful means for identifying the
responsibilities of governments and external agencies in genuinely equalizing opportunities.
Scott Burris; Zita Lazzarini and Lawrence O. Gostin. 2002. “Taking Rights Seriously in Health.”
Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics. 30(4): 490.
Abstract: Focuses on the importance of social factors in population health. Influence of law and human rights on
health; Social determinants of health; Details on an international conference on the social aspect of health.
Indu Capoor. 2005. “Square Pegs in Round Holes: Redefining Public-Private Partnership.”
Development. 48(4): 137.
Abstract: With the focus on Indian experience, Indu Capoor looks at the impact of private-public partnerships
on women’s reproductive health and rights. She underlines how NGOs deliver many of the services once provided
by the State and argues that public-private partnerships must take care to secure the rights of poor women’s access
to quality reproductive healthcare.
Mac Darrow. 2003. “HUMAN RIGHTS ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE WORLD BANK AND
IMF: POSSIBILITIES AND LIMITS OF LEGAL ANALYSIS.” Social & Legal Studies. 12(1):
133.
Abstract: Reviews the book ‘The Human Rights Obligations of the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund,’ by Sigrun I. Skogly.
Gerald W. Fry. 2002. “Alan G. Smith, 1997: Human Rights and Choice in Poverty: Food Insecurity,
Dependency, and Human Rights-Based Development Aid for the Third World Rural Poor.”
Journal of Developing Societies (Sage). 18(4): 367.
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Abstract: Reviews the book “Human Rights and Choice in Poverty: Food Insecurity, Dependency and Human
Rights-Based Development Aid for the Third World Rural Poor,”by Alan G. Smith.
Munmun Jha. 2000. “Human Rights and Choice in Poverty (Book Review).” Contemporary South Asia.
9(1): 102.
Abstract: Reviews the book `Human Rights and Choice in Poverty: Food Insecurity, Dependency, and Human
Rights-based Development Aid for the Third World Rural Poor,’ by Alan G. Smith.
Stephan Klasen. 2001. “SOCIAL EXCLUSION, CHILDREN AND EDUCATION: Implications
of a rights-based approach.” European Societies. 3(4): 413.
Abstract: The article investigates the relationship between social exclusion, children and education in Europe.
Social exclusion has become one of the most important themes in contemporary social policy debates in Europe.
While the term originated in France in the 1970s and was originally concerned with the exclusion of the disabled
from equal participation in society, it has recently received renewed attention. Despite the proliferation of studies
and papers on the topic, there are few precise definitions and clearly defined foundations of the term and its
implication for social policy. While income poverty is only one possible factor causing social exclusion, persistent or
recurrent unemployment can generate social exclusion directly, since as the involuntarily unemployed are excluded
from the world of work, an important aspect of citizenship and participation. In this way, unemployment is seen
as an intrinsic problem, even if there are appropriate systems in place to ensure that unemployment does not lead to
poverty.
Malcolm Malone and Deryke Belshaw. 2003. “The Human Right-based Approach to Development:
Overview, Context and Critical Mass.” Transformation. 20(2): 76.
Abstract: Reports on the importance of incorporating human rights to economic development processes. Nature of
the human rights-based approach to development; Implementation of poverty reduction strategy; Threat to the
independence of cultural traditions.
Siddiqur Rahman Osmani. 2000. “Human Rights to Food, Health, and Education.” Journal of Human
Development. 1(2): 273.
Abstract: Focuses on issues concerning human rights to food, health and education. Notion of capability rights as
goal rights; Implication of scarcity of resources for viewing economic rights as capability rights; Problem in
operationalizing the rights-based approach to human development.
Siddiqur Rahman Osmani. 2005. “Poverty and Human Rights: Building on the Capability
Approach.” Journal of Human Development. 6(2): 205.
Abstract: This paper explores the conceptual connections between poverty and human rights through the lens of
the capability approach. The concept of capability can be seen as the bridge that links poverty with human rights
because it plays a foundational role in the characterization of both poverty and human rights. Once this common
foundation is noted, poverty can be defined as denial of human rights. Furthermore, the capability approach also
helps us to address the question of whether just any denial of human right should count as poverty or whether there
should be some restriction in this regard admitting only certain cases of denial of human of rights into the domain
but not others. The capability perspective suggests that the domain should indeed be restricted in some well-defined
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ways. Finally, the paper argues that such restriction of domain need not be inconsistent with the principle of
indivisibility of human rights.
Gustavo Pereira. 2006. “Means and Capabilities in the Discussion of Distributive Justice.” Ratio Juris.
19(1): 55.
Abstract: Dworkin’s equality of resources can be interpreted as a proposal that integrates distributive criteria
taken from both equality of means and equality of capabilities, and overcomes the risks of subjectivism, overrigidity and perfectionism inherent in theories of welfare, means and capabilities respectively. This can be achieved
by concentrating on arrangements of justice working within the parameter of equality of resources that equalize
capabilities at a level of minima, thus avoiding the perfectionist risk and, once the threshold that ensures
autonomous subjects is passed, ruled by criteria taken from theories of means. In such a task, the concept of moral
person will be used as the criterion for determining the threshold of autonomy, and not only will it allow for the
discrimination between the different circumstances that make the application of distributive criteria possible, but it
will also specify the circumstances in which it is possible to attribute responsibility to an agent.
Frank W. Young. 2006. “Community decline and mortality.” Health & Place. 12(3): 353.
Abstract: This study of the relation of social problems to mortality in the context of growth and decline in 50
New York counties is guided by an ecological framework that sees communities depending on their many agencies
and services for maintaining and improving the well-being of residents despite external problems/threats. Two allpurpose measures of threats are community growth and decline, especially the latter. If the specialized agencies
typical of more urbanized places are weak, threats generate internal social problems like crime and unemployment
and these problems lower population health. Findings: when urbanization is held constant, growth is negatively
associated with poverty-related problems while decline predicts deviance. Both poverty and deviance problems, in
turn, predict mortality. The applied implications of this model are discussed.
Effects of World Bank Policies on the Environment
World Bank. 2006. CEA and Institutional Assessment: A Review of International and World Bank
Tools, Vol. 1 of 1.
Abstract: Institutional analysis is a key building block of Country Environmental Analysis (CEA), an
upstream analytic tool that aims to integrate environmental considerations into Country Assistance Strategies
(CASs), Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs), Development Policy Lending operations (DPLs), and
country level development assistance strategies. In order to develop a systematic approach to undertaking
institutional analysis in CEAs, a review of available governance tools and instruments used both within and
outside the Bank was undertaken. This paper is an outcome of this exercise. Its objective is to learn from available
tools, and identify key elements of institutional analysis within CEAs. The review shows that there are a wide
range of tools used both within and outside the Bank that vary in terms of their objective, scope, type of governance
issue addressed, data used, and the context in which they can be used. The paper argues that even though many
available tools cannot be used in their present form, they have important lessons to offer for institutional analysis
within CEAs. In particular, they highlight (i) the complexity of addressing governance issues, requiring analysis of
both formal and informal rules and political dynamics underlying management of environmental concerns, (ii)
difficulty of developing a standard template for institutional assessments, and (iii) importance of assessing public
sector capacity, but also assessing links with private sector and civil society. The review also highlights the
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importance of assessing both environmental management capacity at a broad level, and also linked with priority
environmental concerns. Finally it emphasizes the importance of assessing capacity for environmental assessments
as part of broader institutional assessments. Based on some of these lessons, and drawing upon the World
Development Report (WDR) 2003 framework, the paper concludes with an outline of what the key elements for
institutional analysis within CEAs should be.
World Bank. Mozambique - Market-Led Smallholder Development in the Zambezi Valley Project:
Resettlement Policy Framework, Vol. 1 of 1.
Abstract: This is an Environmental and Social Management Framework (ESMF) for the Market-Led
Smallholder Development in the Zambezi Valley Project, which increases the income of smallholder farmers in
selected districts of the region in central Mozambique. The Global Environment Objective is to limit land
degradation and improve the ecosystem’s resilience towards climate change. However, it is expected that some
subprojects may result in potential adverse impacts on the biophysical and socioeconomic environments. This
framework sets the guidelines to protect the environment in accordance with the country’s regulations and the
Bank’s operational directive on the environment. The least productive or degraded uninhabited land will be
selected, so as to protect inhabited productive land and assets, while loss of indigenous vegetation and of sensitive
habitats will be avoided as much as possible. Moreover, project sites will be selected preferably on level ground to
avoid potential soil erosion from steep areas, its lack of vegetation cover, and the adverse impacts from high
rainfall. If possible, removal of trees and stream bank vegetation, etc. , will be avoided, to be replanted with native
species once construction works are ended. Storage areas will be installed for diesel and other fuels, selected in
compliance with standard regulations to prevent soil and water pollution. The cumulative solid wastes will be
removed, disposed of at selected sites, and covered with topsoil to minimize health risks and air pollution. Regular
maintenance and cleaning services will be set regarding sewage removal and latrines, and drainage flows through
community action, and health education campaigns will raise awareness about those risks.
I. M. Bugaje. 2006. “Renewable Energy for Sustainable Development in Africa: A Review.”
Renewable & Sustainable Energy Reviews. 10 (6): 603.
Abstract: Renewable energy usage in Africa has been reviewed using South Africa, Egypt, Nigeria, and Mali as
case studies. The various national energy policies of these countries were analyzed and areas that require attention
to achieve sustainability were highlighted. Overall, the success of sustainable development in Africa lies in
addressing the imminent energy crisis in the continent. Excessive usage of fuel wood is already creating considerable
environmental problems especially in the Sahel. Africa has all the potentials to solve its energy problems if
appropriate infrastructural support can be provided for harnessing the abundant renewable resources in the
continent, and if skills are pooled together and experiences shared in addressing the key issues.
Paul Georgia. 1995. “Robert McNamara’s World Bank Record Rivals His Vietnam Fiasco.” Human
Events. 51 (22): 15.
Abstract: Criticizes World Bank policies which adversely affect people and the environment in developing
countries. Human rights abuses, destruction and economic stagnation that resulted from World Bank president
Robert S. McNamara’s humanitarian service; Stated goal of the World Bank; Attempts at reform.
Meredith Gibbs. 2005. “The Right to Development and Indigenous Peoples: Lessons from New
Zealand.” World Development. 33(8): 1365.
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Abstract: Discourses surrounding the right to development have paid scant attention to its application to
indigenous peoples, particularly in developed countries. This paper argues that the emerging recognition of a right to
development for New Zealand’s indigenous people, the Maori, provides lessons of international significance. The
New Zealand jurisprudence suggests that the right to development may apply to a wide range of resources,
including both resources used traditionally by indigenous peoples and resources not known or used by indigenous
peoples in traditional times. If other countries follow this interpretation, rights-based development in both developed
and developing countries will be enhanced.
Kimberley L. Knowles-Yanez. 2005. “Children’s Participation in Planning Processes.” Journal of
Planning Literature. 20(1): 3.
Abstract: This review catalogs approaches to involving children in local agency land use planning processes. Four
approaches are defined: scholarly, practice, educational, and rights-based. There is only a weak link between any of
these approaches and actual local agency land use planning. However, the rights-based approach is the most
holistic of the four. Examining these approaches raised questions. These questions are discussed and lead into the
formulation of a new approach that synthesizes components from all of the studied approaches.
Behrooz Morvaridi. 2004. “Resettlement, Rights to Development and the Ilisu Dam, Turkey.”
Development & Change. 35(4): 719.
Abstract: A cursory attempt to measure the extent of displacement over the past two decades indicates significant
increases in conflict-induced displacement and displacement resulting from development projects. At the same time
a growing opposition to the latter form of displacement has raised questions over its legitimacy through a variety of
media, including public campaigns and protests. This article focuses on some of the challenges that this presents to
the displacement and resettlement discourse. In particular it considers the influences of the rights to development
agenda on the spatial context of displacement and its associated economic and political changes. There appears to
be a disjuncture between the practices of mainstream development, which tend to interpret development policy as it
is defined and applied by a nation state and to assess inequalities within clear geographical definitions, and the
universality of a rights based approach to development. This article examines these tensions in the context of
displacement and resettlement management, drawing on evidence from a case study of the Ilisu dam in South East
Anatolia, Turkey.
Gustavo Pereira. 2006. “Means and Capabilities in the Discussion of Distributive Justice.” Ratio Juris.
19 (1): 55.
Abstract: Dworkin’s equality of resources can be interpreted as a proposal that integrates distributive criteria
taken from both equality of means and equality of capabilities, and overcomes the risks of subjectivism, overrigidity and perfectionism inherent in theories of welfare, means and capabilities respectively. This can be achieved
by concentrating on arrangements of justice working within the parameter of equality of resources that equalize
capabilities at a level of minima, thus avoiding the perfectionist risk and, once the threshold that ensures
autonomous subjects is passed, ruled by criteria taken from theories of means. In such a task, the concept of moral
person will be used as the criterion for determining the threshold of autonomy, and not only will it allow for the
discrimination between the different circumstances that make the application of distributive criteria possible, but it
will also specify the circumstances in which it is possible to attribute responsibility to an agent.
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