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Children’s Health and Human Rights
by Norie Nogami
The child that is hungry must be fed, the child that is sick must be helped, the child that is backward must be
helped, the delinquent child must be reclaimed, and the orphan and the waif must be sheltered and succored
(Eglantyne Jebb/International Save the Children Union, Declaration on the Rights of the
Child—Adopted by the League of Nations as the Declaration of Geneva, in 1924).
One of the first international attempts to improve the health of children was by Ms.Eglantyne
Jebb, a founder of Save the Children, during the aftermath of the WWI. She drafted the Geneva
Declaration of the Rights of the Child, the first international children’s rights document adopted by
the League of Nations in 1924. Today, in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) we have
a more comprehensive and near universal legal instrument for children’s rights.
These developments have represented dramatic shifts in the attention of the international
community on children’s rights. In the Convention on the Rights of the Child states moved to
protect the rights of refugee, detained, and otherwise exploited and forgotten children. More recent
developments on the children’s rights legal instruments are the optional protocols to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child prohibiting the use of children in armed conflict, 2000 and the Worst
Forms of Child Labor Convention, (International Labour Organization Convention 182) 1999
which targeted such practices as child slavery, sexual exploitation, debt bondage, and trafficking.
Clearly, at each stage of development of international children’s rights more different groups of
children have been recognized to need special attention.
Empirical evidence and a growing literature also indicate that the fight for children’s right to
health is growing in importance. According to UNICEF, an estimated 12 million children under the
age of five die every year, many of easily preventable accidents; approximately 160 million children
are severely or moderately malnourished; and an estimated 250 million children are engaged in some
form of labour.

Basic Resources
UN Entities
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United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is a main International Organization
focusing on realization of Child Rights. UNICEF are working on health issues of
children such as: immunization against common childhood diseases, prevention against
HIV/AIDS, and better nutrition. Its updated activity information and many publications
such as “The State of the World’s Children” are available at its web site.



Committee on the Rights of the Child
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/crc/
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Conferences


World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children
This declaration was Agreed to at the World Summit for Children on 30 September
1990 http://www.unicef.org/wsc/declare.htm



Plan of Action for Implementing the World Declaration on the Survival,
Protection and Development of Children in the 1990s
http://www.unicef.org/wsc/plan.htm



Goals for Children and Development in the 1990s
http://www.unicef.org/wsc/goals.htm



U.N. General Assembly's Special Session on Children in 2001. 5-10, May 2002
http://www.unicef.org/specialsession/
This session was convened to review progress since the World Summit for Children
in 1990 and re-energize global commitment to children’s rights.

Legal Instruments


Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the Child 1924
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=1309&flag=legal



Declaration on the Rights of the Child 1959
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/25.htm



Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/crc/treaties/crc.htm



Convention Concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour 1999
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/ratification/convention/text.ht
m



Optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
involvement of children in armed conflict 2000
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/crc/treaties/opac.htm



Optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography 2000
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/crc/treaties/opsc.htm



Declaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to the Protection and
Welfare of Children, with Special Reference to Foster Placement and
Adoption Nationally and Internationally 1986
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/27.htm



Children’s rights legal instruments annotated by UNICEF
http://www.unicef.org/crc/crc.htm
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Human rights instruments by UNOHCHR
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/intlinst.htm



Save the Children, USA
http://www.savethechildren.org
Save the Children, USA is one of a major “nonprofit child-assistance organization to
make lasting positive change in the lives of children in need.” Its health program has
held in over 30 countries, and, its priority program areas include newborn and child
health and survival, reproductive health (including family planning, safe motherhood,
and adolescent health), HIV/AIDS and school health and nutrition.



International Save the Children Alliance
ttp://www.savethechildren.net/alliance/index.html
The International Save the Children Alliance, an association of 26 independent
organizations that provide child-oriented emergency response, development
assistance and advocacy of children’s rights in more than 100 countries.



Children’s Defense Fund
http://www.childrensdefense.org/



The International Save the Children Alliance
http://www.savethechildren.net
The International Save the Children Alliance, an association of 26 independent
organizations that provide child-oriented emergency response, development
assistance and advocacy of children’s rights in more than 100 countries.

NGOs

Civil and Political Rights
The section below on sexual exploitation lists texts that provide a broad perspective on how
personal security is violated various forums of sexual exploitation. The literatures on Sexual
Exploitation, Female Genital Mutilation and Trafficking illustrate how that general approach is
brought to bear in these key situations. Juvenile Justice and Corporal Punishment explains how
children are treated differently in legal fora, for better or worse.
Sexual Exploitation
Bilyeu, Amy Small. 1999. “Trokosi – The Practice of Sexual Slavery in Ghana: Religious and Cultural
Freedom vs. Human Rights.” Indiana University Indiana International & Comparative Law Review 9:
457.
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Higgins-Thornton, Shawronda. 2003. “Innocence Snatched: A Call for a Multinational Response
to Child Abduction that Facilitates Sexual Exploitation.” The Georgia Journal of International and
Comparative Law 31: 619-.
Loyd, Gregory S. 2001. “Child Sexual Exploitation in Costa Rica.” Indiana University Indiana
International & Comparative Law Review 12: 157-181.
Mahler, Karen. 1997. “Global Concern for Children’s Rights: The World Congress Against Sexual
Exploitation.” International Family Planning Perspectives 23(2): 79-84.
Mikhail, Susanne Louis B. 2002. “Child marriage and child prostitution: two forms of sexual
exploitation.” Gender and Development 10(1): 43-49.
Abstract: This article highlights some of the similarities between child marriages and child prostitution. Both
child marriage and prostitution involve economic transactions, lack of freedom, and the violation of a child’s right
to consent. This is often exacerbated by social and economic vulnerabilities of children linked to limited life options.
In order to capture much of the ongoing discussion and debate taking place in North Africa and the Middle East,
this article draws on anecdotal evidence, limited research samples, communication with local actors, and the
author’s own personal experiences in the region. It also discusses some initiatives undertaken by a range of
institutions with the aim of preventing these practices.
Willis, Brian M. and Barry S. Levy. 2002. “Child prostitution: global health burden, research needs,
and interventions.” The Lancet 359(315): 1417-1422.
Abstract: ..In this article we estimate morbidity and mortality among prostituted children, and propose research
strategies and interventions to mitigate such health consequences. Our estimates underscore the need for health
professionals to collaborate with individuals and organizations that provide direct services to prostituted children...
Female Gential Mutilation
Althaus, Frances A. 1997. “Female Circumcision: Rite of Passage Or Violation of Rights?”
International Family Planning Perspectives 23(3): 130-133.
Wood, Alexi Nicole. 2001. “A cultural rite of passage or a form of torture: Female genital mutilation
from an international law perspective.” Hastings Women's Law Journal 12: 347.
Abstract: This article adds to the growing literature on FGM by analyzing FGM as a violation of international
law, especially the United Nations ban on torture. Section II explores the various types of FGM that are
performed, their historical background, the reality of FGM and the various attempts that have been made to help
reduce the numbers of procedures performed. Section III examines how international law, covenants and treaties
can be used to help protect women from FGM, and also from experiencing the continued agony and repression that
accompanies FGM. Finally, this Article concludes by providing proposals for change.
Centre for Human Rights. 1995. Harmful traditional practices affecting the health of women and
children. Geneva, Switzerland; New York.
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This fact sheet identifies and analyses the background causes of harmful traditional practices,
and their consequences for the health of women and the girl child. It also reviews the action
taken by United Nations organs and agencies, governments and NGOs to this end.
Cisse, Bernadette Passade. 1997. “International Law Sources Applicable to Female Genital
Mutilation: A Guide to Adjudicators of Refugee Claims Based on a Fear of Female Genital
Mutilation.” Columbia Journal of Transnational Law 35: 429.
Abstract: This Comment identifies the factors that U.S. adjudicators should take into account when adjudicating
asylum claims by individuals n1 that involve the traditional practice of female genital mutilation (FGM) or what
has variously been called excision, female circumcision, or female genital surgery. This Comment discusses the
practice of FGM, canvasses international human rights principles applicable to FGM and analyzes refugee status
determination, including international protection principles associated with the cessation and exclusion clauses of
the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. A primary focus of this Comment is on the international
protection guidelines issued by the Office of the UNHCR.
Cook, R.J.; B.M. Dickens; and M.F. Fathalla. 2002. “Female genital cutting
(mutilation/circumcision): ethical and legal dimensions.” International Journal of Gynecology and
Obstetrics 79(3): 281-287.
Davar, Binaifer A. 1997. “Women: Female Genital Mutilation.” Texas Journal of Women & the Law 6:
257.
Gruenbaum, Ellen. 2000. The Female Circumcision Controversy: An Anthropological Perspective,
University of Pennsylvania Press.
Gunning, Isabelle R. 1999. “A Global Feminism at the Local Level: Criminal and Asylum Laws
Regarding Female Genital Surgeries.” The Journal of Gender, Race & Justice 3: 45.
Abstract: This essay is one example of a Critical Race Feminist/Critical Race Theorist exploration of the
impact of the implementation of international “law” - or norms through domestic legislation - on women of color at
the local level. In the U.S. inconsistencies and hypocrisies are two aspects of the array of reverberations that have
been generated by the implementation of the global norm opposing female genital surgeries (FGS) in domestic laws.
I will explore these tensions and contradictions in the context of two types of American domestic laws that involve
female genital surgeries.
Hughes, Karen. 1995. “The Criminalization of Female Genital Mutilation in the United States. “
Journal of Law and Policy 4: 321.
Abstract: This Note proposes that Congress enact legislation to prohibit the practice of FGM in the United
States. Part I describes the origins of and continuing justifications advanced for the practice of FGM, as well as
the history of FGM in the US. Part II summarizes the criminalization and treatment of FGM in other Western
and African countries. Part III analyzes constitutional and legal issues involved in passing federal legislation
criminalizing FGM. Section A argues that Congress has the power to enact federal legislation to prohibit FGM
via the Commerce Clause. Sections B and C argue that a federal law prohibiting FGM would not violate the
Free Exercise of Religion Clause of the First Amendment or the fundamental right to privacy recognized by the
Supreme Court. Section D reasons that if FGM is criminalized in the US, immigrants who practice FGM
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should not be exempt from prosecution under a cultural defense or religious exemption. Lastly, Section E analyzes
the Federal Prohibition of FGM Act of 1995, authored by Congresswoman Patricia Schroeder, which would
make the practice of FGM a federal crime and suggests modification to the proposed bill.
Kelson, Gregory A. 1995. “Granting Political Asylum to Potential Victims of Female Circumcision.
“ Michigan Journal of Gender & Law 3: 257.
Abstract: Part I of this article examines two cases. In one case, a U.S. immigration court allowed female
circumcision as a defense to deportation. In another case, the Canadian Immigration and Refugee Board granted
political asylum after recognizing female circumcision as a form of persecution. Part II assesses the extent of
protections currently provided for potential victims of female circumcision under U.S. asylum law and analyzes the
factors that a court should consider when making asylum determinations. Part III recommends that gender should
be added to the enumerated grounds for persecution under U.S. asylum law. This section provides a hypothetical
that demonstrates how claims of asylum based on female circumcision should be analyzed as gender-based
persecution.
Maguigan, Holly. 1999. “Will prosecutions for “female genital mutilation” stop the practice in the
U.S.” Temple Political & Civil Rights Law Review 8: 391.
Abstract: This essay questions the utility of criminal prosecution, under either the new special statutes or under
generally-applicable prohibitions of assault and child abuse, as a device to end the practice. Either choice, of course,
exposes those convicted to a range of attendant punishments, significant among which, in this context, are the
immigration consequences of convictions. The urge to resort to criminal sanctions, arguably without sufficient
attention to the collateral penalties faced by convicted immigrant parents (primarily mothers), is the result of three
phenomena: the developing awareness that the practice occurs in the U.S.; a determination to send the social policy
message that FGM is not tolerated; and an apparent belief that criminal law will operate as a deterrent to the
proscribed activities.
Messito, Carol M. 1997. “Regulating rites: legal responses to female genital mutilation in the West.”
The Buffalo Journal of Public Interest Law 16: 33.
This comment examines the legislative responses to FGM by Western legal systems, with a focus
on the new U.S. federal law. Section I examines the substance of U.S. federal law and the factors
that influenced its passage. Sections II and III examine regional approaches within the U.S. and
the EU. An exploration of potential Constitutional problems with the new U.S. legislation
follows in Section IV, focusing on whether the law is an unconstitutional burden on the free
exercise of religion and whether it is beyond Congresses’ power to regulate this practice. Section
V presents the primary arguments against the criminalization of FGM on an international level
and examines the potential relevance of these arguments to the domestic law.
Obiora, L. Amede. 1997. “Bridging Society, Culture, and Law: The Issue of Female Circumcision:
Bridges and Barricades: Rethinking Polemics and Intransigence in the Campaign Against Female
Circumcision.” Case Western Reserve Law Review 47: 275.
White, Allen E. 2001. “Female Genital Mutilation in America: The Federal Dilemma.” Texas Journal of
Women & the Law 10: 129.
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Abstract: This paper explores three possible bases of authority for the federal FGM statute. Part II of this paper
examines the historical background of FGM practices and discusses medical and sociological aspects of this ancient
custom. Part III provides an overview of the legal response to modern FGM issues in Europe and Africa and of
efforts by the international community to address the issue, principally through the United Nations. Part IV
begins an examination of the legal response in the United States by state governments and the federal government,
focusing on the federal criminal statute proscribing FGM.
Trafficking
Farrior, Stephanie. 1997. “The International Law on Trafficking in Women and Children for
Prostitution: Making it Live Up to its Potential.” Harvard Human Rights Journal 10: 213.
Abstract: This Article provides a survey and analysis of the international tools available to combat trafficking
for prostitution. It examines conventions on trafficking and slavery, two International Labor Organization
conventions, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The
next section discusses the U.N. Charter-based mechanisms: such as the U.N. Commission on Human Rights,
it’s Sub-Commission, and it’s Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery. It also describes the “soft
law” on trafficking, along with various Plans of Action adopted by U.N. bodies, such as the Program of Action
for the Prevention of the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, adopted by the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights in 1992.
Fitzpatrick, Joan. 2003. “Trafficking as a Human Rights Violation: the Complex Intersection of
Legal Frameworks for Conceptualizing and Combating Trafficking.” Michigan Journal of
International Law 24: 1143.
Inglis, Shelley Case. 2001. “Expanding International and National Protections Against Trafficking
For Forced Labor Using A Human Rights Framework.” Buffalo Human Rights Law Review 7: 55.
Abstract: This article discusses how the current process of redefinition and debate concerning trafficking is
working to simultaneously broaden the scope of traditional conceptions of trafficking and bring into focus this
phenomenon. Section I of this article will assess the contours of current international legal norms concerning
trafficking and forced labor. Section II examines the limitations of these existing protections and contemporary
suggestions from international actors for redefining trafficking. Section III reviews the current proposed solutions
initiated by governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental entities to address this considerable human
rights problem. Turning to a discussion of the policy implications emerging from these proposed solutions, Section
IV analyzes the most controversial aspects of the trafficking issue and highlights ways to expansively reconceptualize international protections against trafficking. Finally, Section V concludes with a set of
recommendations to effectively combat trafficking within a human rights framework.
Potts, LeRoy G., Jr. 2003. “Global Trafficking in Human Beings: Assessing the Success of the
United Nations Protocol to Prevent Trafficking in Persons.” George Washington International Law
Review 35: 227.
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Abstract: This Note discusses trafficking, especially in relation to the December 2000 Protocol. First, this Note
briefly describes trafficking and provides an overview of the global trafficking problem. Second, this Note discusses
the major elements of the Protocol, including the role of non-governmental groups in framing the trafficking debate.
Finally, this Note suggests ways in which the United Nations (U.N.) and member states should combat
trafficking in the aftermath of the signing of the Protocol.
Juvenile Justice and Corporal Punishment
Carpenter, Robyn. 2000. “Surfacing Children: Limitations of Genocidal Rape Discourse.” Human
Rights Quarterly 22(2): 428-477.
Hill, Ronald Paul; and Sandi Macan. 1996. “Welfare Reform in the United States: Resulting
Consumption Behaviors, Health and Nutrition Outcomes, and Public Policy Solutions.” Human
Rights Quarterly 18(1): 142-159.
Hirschl, Ran. 2000. ““Negative” Rights vs. “Positive” Entitlements: A Comparative Study of Judicial
Interpretations of Rights in an Emerging Neo-Liberal Economic Order.” Human Rights Quarterly
22(4): 1060-1098.
Kramer, Donald T. 1994. Legal Rights of Children. Deerfield, Ill, Clark Boardman Callaghan.
Levesque, Roger J.R. and Alan J. Tomkins. 1995. “Revisioning Juvenile Justice: Implications of the
New Child Protection Movement.” Washington University Journal of Urban and Contemporary Law 48:
87.
Abstract: This Article examines the soundness of the new family and community based juvenile justice system.
Part I examines the punitive zeitgeist that has developed within the juvenile justice system. Part II then examines
juveniles’ legal rights to in-home services and concludes that while juveniles may not have an affirmative right to inhome services, they do have liberty interests that protect against unnecessary removals from their homes. Part III
details the reasons for directing efforts and resources to support family-based services for delinquent youth. This
section explores the problems with current out-of-home placements, policy concerns favoring in-home placements,
and the cost-benefit effectiveness of in-home placement programs. Part IV then provides an overview of the new
family preservation statutes. These statutes highlight the often self-defeating effect of “defamilization” and state
legislatures’ interests in nonpunitive approaches to children who require state intervention. Finally, Part V
concludes that the new child protection movement should not ignore delinquent youth and cautions against creating
the type of boilerplate statutes that have historically plagued the juvenile justice system.
McEntee, Adrienne D. 2003. “The Failure of Domestic and International Mechanisms to Redress
the Harmful Effects on Australian Immigration Detention.” Pacific Rim Law & Policy Journal 12:
263.
Abstract: Australia’s Migration Act explicitly permits the government to detain non-citizens seeking entry
without visas, including those who request asylum. Detainees wait up to five years for their immigration claims to
be processed in detention centers managed by Australasian Correctional Management (ACM), a subsidiary of
U.S. corporation Wackenhut Corrections. Arriving asylum-seekers often suffer the lasting effects of torture,
threats of death, and other traumatic conditions - effects that are exacerbated by detention conditions. This
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Comment emphasizes detention’s effects on children, who suffer health and other problems while detained.
Detainees, Australian citizens, and overseas commentators are now protesting against the detention policy. The
government’s response has been unsympathetic and legal challenges have been largely eliminated by Migration Act
amendments that have virtually foreclosed judicial review. Further, while international claims are possible under
treaties to which Australia is a party, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), they are
generally difficult to enforce. Even the Alien Tort Claims Act (ATCA), which grants jurisdiction to U.S.
Federal District Courts over international claims by foreign citizens, fails to offer redress for torts endured while in
immigration detention, despite a recent development from the Ninth Circuit that further extends the ATCA’s
reach over multinational corporations. The ATCA remains ineffective because of difficulties in holding the U.S.
parent, Wackenhut, liable for the actions of its foreign subsidiary, the detention management firm, ACM.
Mohr, Wanda; Richard J. Gelles; and Ira M. Schwartz. 1999. “Will the Juvenile Court System
Survive?: Shackled in the Land of Liberty: No Rights for Children.” The Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science 564(1): 37-55.
Abstract: This article addresses the rights of children in areas of juvenile justice, child welfare, and mental health.
Although a large proportion of the juvenile court’s business includes child welfare and mental health cases, these
important areas are rarely considered by authors concerned with the future of the juvenile court. In mental health,
children have few, if any, rights. Yet, they are often subjected to abuse and constraints that would constitute major
civil rights violations if they were adults. In child welfare, children have some basic rights, but they are often
dependent upon the virtually unbridled discretion of child welfare and other administrative officials. More often
than not, the juvenile court plays a perfunctory role in the process and merely rubber-stamps recommendations
made by child welfare personnel. The article discusses the implications of these issues and how they should be
addressed in the future.
Oren, Laura. 2001. “Righting Child Custody Wrongs: The Children of the “Disappeared” in
Argentina.” The Harvard Human Rights Journal 14: 123.
Pistone, Michele R. 1999. “Justice Delayed Is Justice Denied: A Proposal for Ending the
Unnecessary Detention of Asylum Seekers.” Harvard Human Rights Journal 12: 197.
Abstract: This Article examines how, when, and why the INS detains asylum seekers pending adjudication of
their claims. Part I briefly summarizes relevant asylum law and describes the INS’s recent attempts to implement
a parole system for asylum seekers. Part II describes the conditions under which asylum seekers are detained and
the toll that detention takes on them. Part III examines the adverse impact that detention has on the asylum
adjudication process, as being in custody severely impedes asylum seekers’ ability to present thoroughly their asylum
claims. The rationales that the INS has professed in support of its detention policies -- to deter undocumented
immigration, to prevent absconding, and to protect the public safety -- are discussed in Part IV. Part V then
argues that the force of two of these three rationales, namely, the deterrence and absconding rationales, has been
substantially reduced as a result of recent changes to immigration law enacted as part of the Illegal Immigration
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (IIRIRA). Part VI examines why the INS has failed to
appreciate the reduced weight of the deterrence and absconding rationales post-IIRIRA. Finally, the Article
concludes with a legislative proposal to create a parole system.
Pollard, Deana. 2003. “Banning Child Corporal Punishment.” Tulane Law Review 77: 575.
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Abstract: This Article will proceed in three Parts. First, a brief history of child corporal punishment and current
statistics on its use will be reviewed, including a review of other nations’ recent actions banning corporal
punishment. Second, scientific data regarding the harms associated with child corporal punishment will be
discussed. Finally, the current state of American law supporting child corporal punishment will be analyzed, and
it will be shown that the policy justifications for the law have been entirely undermined by recent scientific research.
This Article argues that American law should change to protect children and society from the harms scientifically
shown to result from child corporal punishment.
Winter, M.; Chris Baerveldt; and J. Kooistra. 1999. “Enabling children: participation as a new
perspective on child-health promotion.” Child: Care, Health and Development 25(1): 15-25.
Abstract: As fellow citizens, all children need a stimulating social environment that helps them develop selfrespect and social competence. Developmental research, however, shows that many children do not or cannot fulfill
the social, moral or cognitive developmental tasks which are necessary for healthy development. A lack of
opportunities for gaining meaningful social experiences can be seen as a major source of psychosocial and behavioral
problems in children. On the contrary, active commitment in educational environments such as the school and the
neighborhood helps them to get an increasingly better grip on their own lives and health. Moreover, such ‘children’s
participation’ appears to have a protective and preventive effect for health-related problems. Therefore, it is argued,
that ‘enablement’, a key-element of both the Ottawa Charter on Health Promotion and the International
Convention on the Rights of the Child, should be at the core of every child-health promotion programme.
Young, Wendy. 1999. “U.S. Detention of Women and Children Asylum Seekers: A Violation of
Human Rights.” The University of Miami Inter-American Law Review 30: 577.

Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
The portion of the literature on health and human rights encompasses a well-developed
literature on Child Labor. The sections on Poverty, Poverty, Nutrition and Education all combine to
expose the causes and effects of children’s participation in the market.
Poverty
Bartell, Ernest J. and Alejandro O’Donnell (eds.). 2001. The Child in Latin America: health,
development, and rights. Notre Dame, Ind., University of Notre Dame Press.
Kurz, Demie and Amy Hirsch. 2003. “Welfare Reform and Child Support Policy in the United
States.” Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State and Society 10(3): 397-412.
In all the debate over the 1996 Personal Responsibility and Work Reconciliation Act in the
United States, little attention has been paid to the impact of welfare reform on women’s ability
to secure child support, a key to bringing single mothers out of poverty. Advocates of welfare
reform claim it will reduce women’s poverty, but we argue that this legislation actually makes it
difficult for poor women to receive adequate child support because the legislation is written to
serve the interests of the government, not those of poor women and children. We argue that the
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goals of child support policies in the United States must change from punitive attempts to
enforce child support orders to the type of child support assurance policies found in other
welfare states that guarantee basic benefits for children.
Ramsey, Sarah and Daan Braveman. 1995. “‘LET THEM STARVE’: Government’s obligation to
children in poverty.” Temple Law Review 68: 1607.
White, Howard; Jennifer Leavy; and Andrew Masters. 2003. “Comparative Perspectives on Child
Poverty: a review of poverty measures.” Journal of Human Development 4(3): 379-396.
Abstract: Child poverty matters directly because children constitute a large share of the population, and indirectly
for future individual and national well-being. Developed country measures of child poverty are dominated by
income-poverty, although health and education are often included. But these are not necessarily the most direct
measures of the things that matter to children. Moreover, a broader range of factors than material well-being
matter for child development; family and community play an important role. The conclusion is that social and
psychological variables are an important component of child welfare. Can such a conclusion be extended to
developing countries? It might be thought not, since the dictates of a focus on absolute poverty imply concern with
fundamentals such as malnutrition, illiteracy and premature death, and the things that cause these outcomes. But
such a view is short-sighted. Child development concerns are at least as important in developing countries as
developed ones, if less well understood. Hence, approaches to child welfare in developing countries (both
measurement and policy) should also adopt a broad-based approach that embraces diverse aspects of the quality of
a child’s life, including child rights.
Social Services
Cousins, Wendy; Sharon Milner; and Eithne McLaughlin. 2003. “Listening To Children, Speaking
For Children: Health and Social Services Complaints and Child Advocacy.” Child Care in Practice
9(2): 109-116.
Morgan, Kimberly J. 1970- 2001. “A Child of the Sixties: The Great Society, the New Right, and the
Politics of Federal Child Care.” Journal of Policy History 13(2): 215-250.
Moye, Jim; and Roberta Rinker. 2002. “It’s a Hard Knock Life: Does the Adoption and Safe
Families Act of 1997 Adequately Address Problems in the Child Welfare System? “ Harvard
Journal on Legislation 39: 375.
Abstract: One of the biggest problems with the child welfare system in the U.S. is that there are too many
children in foster care for too long a period of time. In response to this concern, Congress enacted the Adoption and
Safe Families Act of 1997 (“ASFA”), the primary purpose of which is to facilitate the quicker placement of
foster children into permanent homes. The statute’s chief vehicle for accomplishing this objective is the requirement
that a permanency hearing be held within twelve months of a child’s entering the foster care system. In this Essay,
Mr. Moye and Ms. Rinker argue that ASFA, far from reforming the child welfare system, has actually
exacerbated the problems inherent in the system. In particular, the statute’s twelve-month permanency deadline has
made it almost impossible for a family that has lost a child to the foster care system to reunify.
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Nutrition
Jonsson, U. 1997. “An approach to assess and analyze the health and nutrition situation of children
in the perspective of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.” The International Journal of
Children's Rights 5(4): 367-381.
Pande, Rohini. 2003. “Selective Gender Differences in Childhood Nutrition and Immunization in
rural India: The Role of Siblings.” Demography 40(3): 395-418.
Abstract: This article examines the role of the sex composition of surviving older siblings on gender differences in
childhood nutrition and immunization, using data from the National Family Health Survey, India (19921993). Logit and ordered Logit models were used for severe stunting and immunization, respectively. The results
show selective neglect of children with certain sex and birth-order combinations that operate differentially for girls
and boys. Both girls and boys who were born after multiple same-sex siblings experience poor outcomes, suggesting
that parents want some balance in sex composition. However, the preference for sons persists, and boys who were
born after multiple daughters have the best possible outcomes.
Child Labor
Arat, Zehra F. 2002. “Analyzing Child Labor as a Human Rights Issue: Its Causes, Aggravating
Policies, and Alternative Proposals.” Human Rights Quarterly 24(1): 177-204.
Briones, Joshua. 1999. “Paying the price for NAFTA: NAFTA’S effect on women and Children
laborers in Mexico.” UCLA Women's Law Journal 9: 301.
Abstract: Women and children laborers in Mexico are badly mistreated. The North American Agreement on
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