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WORK AND CULTURE OF THE SOUTHERN COLORADO COAL FIELDS

LESSON PLANS

LaVetaisasmal district with about 330 students Pre- School--12. Since I’ m the Library
Media Specidist for K-12, these lesson plans/units will be focused toward methods
recommended by American Library Association in INFORMATION POWER:
BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS FOR LEARNING. Theliterature is continuing to guide us
toward a collaborative gpproach for facilitating use of the library and technology in the
Library Media Center. The form that is being used for the lesson plansisthe
recommended format from ALA. To begin the year, | would aso like to do a presentation
with teachers before school starts that presents the benefits of collaboration between the
teachers and the Library Media Specidist. This collaborative effort with the 4™ grade
teacher could be used as an example. This would be a good opportunity to talk about the
use of primary sources.

So toward that goal, | met with the 4" grade teacher on June 29™" to discuss a unit on
Colorado History. Colorado History will be taught in her socia studies time period and
focus on the standards for 4" grade social studies. The unit will be taught for a9 weeks
period. Socid Studiesis taught for 30 minutes each day, and our school has a 4-day
week. My contribution will be to gather resources from our library, purchase some books
and materias to add to the library collection, contribute information for guest speskers
and fidd trips, and contribute enthusasm and suggestions for_using much of the
materialsthat | gained from the Teacher Institute. As Media Specidist, one of my
main responsibilitiesis to act as a resource person and to be familiar with dl curriculum
aress 0 that the library resources complement the curriculum. | will add my standards for
Information Literacy and the teacher will add the Socid Studies Standards. Last year this
unit led up to visting Bent's Fort that culminated the unit for Colorado Higtory.

Thereisanew teacher for 7" grade Colorado History this year so can not meet with
himvher. It would really be greet if the middle school (7" and 8™) would have an
interdisciplinary unit because there are only 3 teachers and one class for each subject. A
retired teacher said the “hook” she would use isto put them in adark room first and ask
how they liked it and have different languages spoken that they would not understand.
They could focus on the history, science, (the middle school teacher aso teaches high
school chemistry) math, (last year Colorado History teacher taught math), plus writing
about the persondities of Ludlow. This could be concentrated into an enrichment week
that we sometimes have during the week before the second semester starts. I’ ve included
a syllabus and scheduling notes for a summer session that was taught by 5 teachers
during the summer of 1997 on Huerfano County. The materids filled a 2-inch notebook.
Thiswould be a great interdisciplinary unit for the middle schoal.
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Thereis aso avacancy for high school history. Hopefully, there will be a teacher soon.
It would be good for them to gpproach the mining and Ludiow from the study of unions.

| dso think it would be a good writing exercise for the English classto consider what a
massacreis and why thetermisused. What are the guidelines that make it a massacre,
rather than an incident, uprising, etc? The Columbine school shooting was called a
massacre and other school shootings have not been. Some strikes, where people were
killed, were not caled massacres. What makes a massacre? It's an interesting question
to me. | would assume that the teacher would look at the Ludlow Massacre and some
others before the writing assgnment. | found a reference to a Columbine massacre that
wasin 1927:

21 November 1927
Picketing miners were massacred in Columbine, Colorado

It was on aweb page, http://hempwine.com/alleycat/labor.html , with the title, “An Eclectic List
of eventsin U.S. Labor History.” The pageis by Allen Lutinswho received hisM.A.
from Binghamton University in the Department of Anthropology in 1992. Seemed a
coincidence. This could make an interesting writing exercise. It would be a good

research question for History or English students.

| dso talked with the Principa and suggested that we might choose Colorado asthe
theme for the year since everything we teach could definitely betied to our state. She
thought that sounded good. The decision would be made at the Teachers Meeting before
school gartsfor sudents. | told her that | was going to have atimeline for Colorado in
both the eementary and high schooal libraries

It ssemsthat | have done alot of explaining. | hope thisfulfills the requirements.


http://hempwine.com/alleycat/labor.html
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June 17, 1999

Hi Adhley,

I’m sending the top sheet that | sent to Dean about the unit to be taught in 4" grade. Il
try to include other ideas that | might have.

Sometimes | think we get history only by bits and pieces and it never getstied together. |
redly liked the overdl picture that we had. | don't think it hasto be in great detail to lead
up to the period of time being discussed in more detail. That's the reason that | liked the
idea of kegping atimeline in the dlassroom (in my casein the libraries) to let Sudents see

the progression of events.

A unit on genealogy would be an opener to discuss the mines and could be done in
conjunction with aunit like in the 4™ grade or any history unit. It would bring it down to
the locd level for sudents. Thiswould include other cultures and traditions.

It s;emsto methat history classes are sometimes boring because they tick directly to the
history book which sometimes only has a sentence about things that might be redly
interesting for alocd area. 1 would like to see them augment their classes by reaching

out for other resources—librarian and the library, locd individuas, and including the

local history. For example, WPA probably recelves afew sentences. Our school was
built around 1911 and with WPA labor as were the town lakes here. Teachers sometimes
go s0 dowly in some aress that students become quickly bored. They're dways saying,
“We never got past the Civil War thisyear”. | would like to see them learn how higtorica
events have changed their world and not just udy unrelated events thet are not relevant
to them.

| like the idea of the literature connection. | don't have particular examples right now but
am more aware and will be looking to tie someto my timdinesin the libraries thisyear.

| would liketo see alist of resources that could be purchased at the present time that
would expand my collection for Colorado History. One teacher from Trinidad said to use
the "Grandmother’ strunks’ that can be borrowed from the Colorado Historical Society
with only cost of postage.

We have a science teacher that gives an end of the year project for environmental science
that concentrates on education, minerals, and industry. They have to research how the
particular area has impacted the environment for anumber of years. One student redlly
had an in-depth paper on the education of our county, especidly our local area.

World higtory could be made more interesting by relaing what is happening in Colorado
a the time things are hgppening in other parts of the world. Some teachers do this|
know, but it has not happened in our school very much.
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Of course my main emphasis would be on more collaboration with the library and more
cooperation/teaming with other teachers within the syssem. Our Science department has
avery good natura history museum and aso isworking on an Interactive Nature Trail on
property adjacent to the school that was granted GOCO funds. These are great resources
for science but dso for the study about Colorado in generd. Just communicaing with
other professonasin our loca digtricts show how many have an expertise in areas that

we didn’t know about. Our Superintendent was redly interested and talked to me just
onetime for an hour and a hdf about his father and grandfather in the mines and about
other persona experiences that were so interesting.

And last but not means least, | would like to see more consideration of teaching students
and teachers more Information Literacy and copyright restrictions. One greet Site thet |
found about copyright for young students was. “What | learned about being a copy-cat: a
true story”.  http://www.peachstar.gatech.edu/ga_stories/stu/copycat.htm

WEell, this probably covers more than you ever wanted to know about what | think. Have
agood summer for the time that is left.


http://www.peachstar.gatech.edu/ga_stories/stu/copycat.htm
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Collabor ative Unit Planning Sheet
Teacher; _Marie Ortivez-4" grade Library Media Specialist: Evelyn Heikes
Content area: Social Studies Unit of study: Colorado
Unit planning began: June 29, 1999 Unit ended:

Goals and Objectives of the Unit:

Social Studies:

SSE4-01. Studentswill demonstrate knowledge of map skills for 4" grade
level.

SSE4-02. Students will demonstrate knowledge of geography by acquiring
skills about studying regions, environment, multi-cultures, how
people make a living with available natur al resour ces—farming,
ranching, mining, manufacturing, and providing ser vices.

SSE4-03. Students will demonstrate a knowledge of regions utilizing the
following concept objectives at 4™ grade level:

3.1. Concept objective, discovering what aregion is. The earth
isdivided into regions, which are differentiated by climate,
vegetation, or landforms.

3.2. Concept objective, the U.S. in theworld. The U.S. isthe

fourth largest country in theworld in areaand isa
country of immigrants.

Information Literacy:

1. (Inf. Lit #1) Students as knowledge seeker s develop infor mation-seeking
strategies and locate information.

2. (Inf. Lit #5)Students asresponsible information users. Students cite
referencesin proper format.

3. (Inf. Lit. #2) Studentswill create quality products.

4. Interest studentsand teachersin therich history of Southern Colorado as
shown by the Teacher Ingtitute on “Work and Culture of the Southern
Colorado Coal Fields.”

Responsibilities:
Teacher: Will decideformat for divisonsof sudy—individual, groups, €tc.
Will decide thetime period for the class.
Will determine order of topics.
Will determine when studentswill bein classroom or library and
timefor field trips, guest speakers, and other activities.
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LMS:  Will collect resources, either by ordering, school library,
Interlibrary Loan, bibliographies, etc.

Will have Colorado History featured in thelibrariesfor the 9
weeks with atimeline, aswell as displays and bulletin boardsto
coor dinate with particular topics, such as exploration,
immigration, and L udlow.

Will help facilitate with obtaining guest speakers and arranging
some of thefield trips.

Will makealist of Internet referencesto makeit easier to search
on the Internet. Thiscan be donewith Filimentality or
Dreamweaver 2.

Will help with the technological aspects on computers, CD-ROM s

| nternet.

Will help with the scheduling so that 4" graders can usethe
elementary and high schoal librariesaswell asthelocal public
Library.

Students:

Will complete workbook that accompanies textbook.

Will add to Colorado map that wasused by 1998-99 4™ graders
and draw mapsfor coal minesin Huerfano County and
Ludlow.

Will conduct research in thelibrary, interview family members
and other knowledgeable per sons, and take notes on guest
speakers, field trips, etc.

Will have a culminating paper/scr apbook/jour nal with proper
references

Will have a presentation in the form of scrapbook, oral,
computer, etc.

Will have some essay assignments, with one at least focusing on
the Ludlow Massacre.

Will contributeto Timeline banner in thelibrary.

Assessments:
Theresponsibilities mentioned above will be assessment items aswell as
giving tests after five lessons.

Text:
Schmidt, Cynthia. Colorado: Grassr oots. Phoenix, Arizona: Cloud
Publishing, 1996.
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Unit Topics.
1. Colorado Today
2. Explorersand Settlement
A. Spanish
B. French
1. Furtraders
2. Mountain men
a. Kit Carson
b. Jim Bridger
c. Jim Beckwourth
C. Mexico
D. Native Americans
1. Anasazi
2. Utes
3. Arapaho
4. Cheyenne
E. United States
1. Zebulon Pike
2. Stephen Long
3. John Fremont
4. John Gunnison
3. Counties and geogr aphical information
A. Huerfano
1. Altitude
2. Landforms
B. LasAnimas
4. Natural Resources
A. Gold
B. Silver
C. Coad
D. Grasdands
1. Cattle
2. Sheep
5. Occupations
Their families at the present time/their grandparents
Mining
Ranching and farming
Manufacturing
Shopkeepers
Service Industries (tourism)
. Mines
6. Colorado’s People/Ethnic groups
A. Native Americans
B. Immigrants
1. Mexicans

GOmMmMoOw >
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2. Spanish
3. Europeans
a. Germany
b. England,
c. Russia
d. Italy
4. Oriental
5. AfricanrAmerican
C. Inmines
D. Students ancestors
7. Businesses
A. Railroad
B. Supplies
8. Education

The teacher plans to cover these topics but some of the detailed lessons will focus on the
mining and Ludlow. Thereisawoman that “does’ Mother Jones. We aso have students
whose grandparents can tell stories about their parents that worked in the mines. The
Superintendent has dready sad that he will take them for an dl day fidd trip to Ludlow
and around to the other mine locations. His grandfather and father both worked in the
mine a Vadez. Heisavery good source to explain to the students about the different
methods and other areas associated with mining. We also want to look at the mine Sites
around La Vetaand Walsenburg. | think they can prepare some materia on the
computer(with help) that could illusrate the mines in Huerfano County. Also thereisa
high school web devel opment class that might cooperate with them for aweb page that
would link to other pages for the mines. The 4™ grade teacher spends 9 weeks on
Colorado so I'll push the study of Ludlow and the mining subjects. Thereis so much that
can bedonewithit. Thereal goal for meisto make students awar e of their local
history and the significance of it to them.

Sincethisisavery long unit, we will work closaly together to plan to stay far enough
ahead to make the unit effective. Hopefully thiswill be a unit that she will want to repest
in future years.
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Papanikolas, Zeese. Buried Unsung: Louis Tikas and the Ludlow Massacre. Lincoln,

Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 1982.

Sampson, Joanna. Remember Ludlow: Ludlow Massacre April 20, 1914. Denver,
Colorado: Colorado Historical Society, 1999.

Scamehorn, H. Lee. Pionear Stedmaker in the West: The Colorado Fudl and Iron
Company 1872-1903. Boulder, Colorado: Pruett Publishing Company, 1976.

Other booksin the LaVeta schoal libraries.

Lesson Plans that focused on Huerfano County from 1997 summer school that was team
taught by five teachers from Wa senburg.

Roger Brundli, Superintendent of La Veta Schools
Nancy Chrigtofferson

Betty Story retired teacher

Carolyn Newman (does Mother Jones)
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Industries, Resources, Etc. Denver, Colorado: Times Steam Printing House and Blank
Book Manufactory, 1882, reprinted by Trinidad Historical Society, 1990.

Broadhead, Edward. John Smith 1810-1871: Trader and Interpreter for the Cheyennes.
Pueblo, Colorado: Pueblo County Historical Society, 1085.

Carson, Phil. Across the Northern Frontier: Spanish Explorations in Colorado. Boulder,
Colorado: Johnson Books, 1998.

Colorado Railroad Historical Foundation. Santa Fe in the Intermountain West: Colorado
Rall Annud No. 23, aJournd of Railroad History in the Rocky Mountain West., Golden,
Colorado: Colorado Railroad Museum, 1998.

Cutler, Bruce, Massacre at Sand Creek: Narrative Voices. Norman, Oklahoma:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1995.

Garrett, Pat F.Authentic Life of Billy, the Kid. New ed. Norman, Oklahoma Universty
of Oklahoma Press, 1954.

Genedogica Society of Hispanic America; artwork by Lorraine Horowitz. Trinidad
Colorado. “Nuestras Raices’ Specia Ed. Vol.5 No. 4 winter 1993. Denver, Colorado:
Genedogicd Society of Hispanic America, 1993.

Goetzmann, William H. Exploration and Empire: the Explorer and the Scientist in the
Winning of the American Wes. Audtin, Texas, Texas State Historical Association, 1993.
Kaman, Bobbie. Hooray for Sheep Farming. New Y ork: Crabtree Publishing Company,
1998.

Kopp, April. Creatures, Critters & Crawlers of the Southwest. Albuquerque, New
Mexico: New Mexico Magazine, 1996.

Kurtz, Jane. Faces Along the Santa Fe Trail. Trinidad, Colorado: Trinidad Downtown
Area Development, 1989.

Rice, James and Trandation by Ana Smith. Vagueros. Gretna, Louisana Pelican
Publishing Company, 1998.
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Stokes, Gerald H..Wak Through of the History of Trinidad: an lrreverent and frankly
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Taylor, David A. and John Alexander Williams, editors. Old Ties, New Attachments:
Italian American Folklife in the West. Washington, D.C.: American Folklife Center,
1992.

Webb, Dave; Illustrated by Phillip R. Buntin ; Leo E. Oliva, Historica consultant.
Adventures with the Santa Fe Trail: an acrivity book for kids and teachers. Rev. ed.
Dodge City, Kansas. Kansas Heritage Center, 1993. 1995.

Weigle, Marta._The Penitentes of the Southwest. Santa Fe, New Mexico: Ancient City
Press, 1970.

Wills, Charles A. Higtorical Album of Colorado. Brookfield, Connecticut: Millbrook
Press, 1996.
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