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Foreword by Chancellor Ritchie
(reprinted from 2002)

In April of 1994 our University Architect Cab Childress asked me about the long-term future of our Park Hill 

campus.  We were embarking on a very ambitious building program and I replied that it was only a distant hope 

that one day we would bring all of our core programs to the University Park Campus and therefore we needed to 

modestly improve the facilities of the former Colorado Women’s College.  As music fi lls Trevorrow hall and the 

Law School’s clock tower begins to emerge from its construction scaff olding, we are witnessing the culmination of a 

dream begun 138 years ago.  

Th e University is committed to the belief that the best learning is done together.  Th e inspirational exchanges 

between jurists and saxophonists are fostered in buildings built to stand the tests of time.  Life-long friendships are 

found on lawns where students can debate citizenship.  Teamwork is embraced in facilities that press athletes to 

perform beyond their expectations.  While we are committed to extending the benefi t of our learning throughout 

the world, discovery is sometimes accidental.  By bringing all of our students and faculty together on one campus we 

eagerly anticipate more such accidents.  

For this campus to endure, we must cherish it.  While we employ thoughtful design and engineering to craft  

buildings that will serve changing needs for centuries, we are certain that humor is as fundamental as brick and 

stone—tree and spire.  Th e construction to date has crossed the great variety of programs we off er, improved the 

living and work environments for our students, faculty, and staff , and reinforced the University’s commitment to the 

wider community.  While we are proud of the work that has been achieved, it compels us to search further for ways 

to enhance the varieties of learning environments on our campus.

In the last few years we have been encouraged by our neighbors to openly plan for the coming generations and this 

Land Use Plan affi  rms our commitment to do so.  For the University of Denver to thrive, we must strive to have our 

neighbors enjoy this institution as much as our students, alumni, faculty and staff .  As we look to the future no single 

project is certain, but each new project can be carefully shaped in light of the principles put forth in this document.  

While only a guide, it represents a far more considered answer than the one I gave Cab some eight years ago.   

         Daniel L. Ritchie

         Chancellor

Chancellor Daniel L. Ritchie
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Remarks by the University Architect
 (reprinted from 2002)

I fi rst met Chancellor Daniel L. Ritchie in early 1992.  Dan had asked Cabell Childress to design a “cabin” for his 

mountain ranch and Cab brought me along to Dan’s offi  ce to begin the process of understanding what the project 

could be.  Once we arrived and the pleasantries were exchanged, Cab asked Dan to “tell Mark the story of 3-1/2.”

Dan looked “humored” and “pained” at the same time, sighed, and then launched into a tale.  It seems that a few 

years previous Dan had been in the four corners area of our state and had met a potter.  Th is fellow had pursued an 

understanding of Anasazi pottery to the point where not only was he one of the foremost authorities on the nuances 

of the designs, shapes, and patterns, but also how the glazes and clays were fi red to achieve the kind of results found 

in the archeological digs.   Aft er a thorough conversation, Dan asked if he could commission the potter to do two 

pieces for his new “cabin”.  Th e potter replied that he would be delighted, and asked which “phase” would Dan prefer.  

Th ere are three prime phases of design and the potter was well versed in all three.  Aft er a pause, Dan replied “3-

1/2”.  Th e potter was a little surprised… Dan continued, “You are a foremost authority on the Anasazi, I really do not 

want a copy, but rather I am more interested in where you think the Anasazi would have taken their design had they 

continued to thrive.”  Th e two pots are magnifi cent, respectful to the traditions that they sprang from, but tantalizing 

in how they reach to a new place in history.

A few months ago in the midst of the Land Use Plan presentations, it struck me that this story was a fi ne refl ection on 

what we have worked for.  One of Cab Childress’s fi rst comments to me as we stepped onto the Campus in 1994 was 

that we need to “fall in love” with each of the buildings and places on campus.  Th e University has four major eras of 

buildings:

 • Th e initial buildings of University Hall and Chamberlain Observatory by Rauschlaub in a Victorian   

  Romanesque style during the 1880s under founder John Evans’ eye.

 • Th e reaffi  rmation of the University under Chancellor Buchtel with such buildings as the Memorial Chapel,  

  Old Science Hall, the Alumni Gymnasium, and the Carnegie Library in a somewhat southwestern vernacular  

  during the early 1900’s.

 • Th e Collegiate Gothic of the 1930s inspired by Charles Klauder’s Margery Reed Hall followed by the “old row”  

  fraternity houses along with Mary Reed Hall during Chancellor Hunter’s tenure.

 • Th e International style of the post war years under Chancellor Alter’s vision with such buildings as Johnson &  

  MacFarlane Halls, Benjamin Cherrington Hall, and Centennial Halls and Towers.

Aft er slightly more than 100 years, the University can no longer aff ord to “re-image” itself.  Much that is worth 

cherishing is already here.  Both Dan and Cab initially walked the Campus and aft er some discussion, decided that 

for the most part reinforcing a red brick with white trim architectural fabric was the direction we would follow.  A few 

“jewels” of stone could shine forth.  Existing landmarks such as University Hall (our origin) and the Evans Chapel (our 

spiritual heart) set the standard.  Th e Ritchie Center and the Newman Center welcome both our students and stand as 

a commitment of our citizenship to the city of Denver.  However, as with “3-1/2”, the new is neither a copy nor a “next” 

phase.  We have tried to acknowledge the value of what is here along with pursuing a “timeless” design.  We have 

embraced both the indoor and the outdoor environments.  Some of the most successful moves include: “cranberry” 

paint, a consistent pedestrian light pole, the removal of the Penrose ramp that separated Old Science Green from 

Graduation Green, the use of towers for way fi nding, a “DU” chair in each building, and the pruning of the spruce 

trees in the Harpers Humanities Garden.  As you read through the Land Use Plan, my assignment is that you embrace 

the principles given, and take the time to learn why this place has earned a commitment across so many generations.

Th ere is another important lesson in the story of “3-1/2”.  Dan asked for two pots.  A single interpretation is easily 

criticized.  Th is is a campus, and as such, it encourages interaction, debate, and contrast.  No single piece should be 

held as the prime example.

         Mark Eliot Rodgers, AIA

         University Architect
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Strategies
(reprinted from 2002)
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