Debate Reflection Prompts

Some faculty find that requiring students to write about their experience participating in the debate encourages them to engage in reflective self-critique.  Here are some sample prompts that you may use to assign such a reflective exercise to your students

1. What did you learn about the debate topic that you did not know before? How did the arguments presented deepen or change your understanding of the subject matter?
2. Reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments you heard (including your own). What made certain arguments more persuasive or compelling than others?
3. How did hearing different viewpoints challenge or affirm your own beliefs? Did you find any perspectives difficult to accept, and if so, why?
4. How effectively did you or your team communicate and collaborate during the debate preparation and presentation? What would you improve in your communication strategy next time?
5. What emotions did you experience during the debate (e.g., frustration, excitement, anxiety)? How did these emotions impact your ability to engage critically and thoughtfully?
6. How did participating in or observing the debate help you develop skills such as critical thinking, public speaking, or active listening? Which of these skills do you want to further develop?
7. Reflecting on the debate, how do you see the topic relating to real-world issues or broader societal challenges? How can the skills and insights gained from the debate apply to other areas of your academic or personal life?

