Debate Individual Performance
	Criteria
	5 – Exemplary
	4 – Proficient
	3 – Satisfactory
	2 – Developing
	1 – Minimal

	Content Knowledge
	Demonstrates deep understanding of the topic, integrating research and course concepts effectively.
	Shows solid understanding of the topic, with appropriate use of research and course material.
	Displays basic understanding of the topic, with limited integration of research or course content.
	Limited grasp of the topic, with superficial use of research or course material.
	Minimal or no understanding of the topic; lacks research or relevant content.

	Argument Quality
	Arguments are clear, well-structured, and supported by strong evidence; anticipates counterarguments.
	Arguments are clear and supported by evidence; addresses counterarguments reasonably.
	Arguments are understandable but may lack strong evidence or structure; limited engagement with counterpoints.
	Arguments lack clarity, evidence, or coherence; minimal effort to address counterarguments.
	Arguments are unclear, unsupported, and show no consideration of opposing views.

	Communication & Delivery
	Communicates confidently, clearly, and persuasively; excellent articulation and appropriate tone.
	Communicates clearly and effectively; maintains a persuasive tone and delivery.
	Communication is understandable but may lack confidence, clarity, or persuasiveness.
	Delivery is hesitant, unclear, or lacks engagement; struggles to convey ideas effectively.
	Delivery is difficult to understand, unclear, or disengaged; minimal effort to communicate.

	Engagement & Responsiveness
	Actively listens and responds to peers; engages constructively with different viewpoints.
	Responds well to peers; shows respect for differing viewpoints and contributes to the discussion.
	Some engagement with peers; responds to others but lacks depth or consistency.
	Minimal engagement with peers; limited responses to others’ ideas.
	Little or no engagement with peers; ignores or dismisses others’ viewpoints.

	Supporting Material
	Incorporates a wide range of credible sources and evidence effectively; seamlessly integrates material to strengthen arguments.
	Uses credible sources and evidence effectively; integrates material to support arguments.
	Uses some supporting material, but sources may be limited or not fully integrated
	Limited use of supporting material; sources may be weak or poorly integrated.
	No supporting material used; claims lack evidence or are poorly substantiated.

	Questions: Asking & Answering
	Asks insightful, relevant questions and provides thoughtful, well-informed answers; advances the discussion.
	Asks relevant questions and provides clear answers; contributes meaningfully to the discussion.
	Asks basic questions and answers adequately; limited depth in engagement.
	Rarely asks or answers questions; responses are superficial or off-topic.
	Does not ask or answer questions; shows no engagement with the discussion.


Scoring Guide
· Total Possible Points: 30
· Scoring Scale: 
· 27-30 points – Excellent
· 24-26 points – Good
· 18-23 points – Satisfactory
· 12-17 points – Needs Improvement
· 0-11 points – Unsatisfactory
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