Deliberation reflection prompts

Assessment: In addition to extending the impact of the debate assignment, the deliberation exercise can be a rich source of metacognitive insight for students as well as the basis for a focused reflective writing assignment that may be used for evaluation.  Using the debate as an artifact, students may engage in both individual and small group decision-making about the outcome of the debate.

The typical approach to post-debate deliberation requires that students first arrive at their own individual decision about the validity of the topic and then engage in small-group discussions with their peers with the goal of reaching consensus on a common decision about the topic.   For each phase of this process, you may require your students to write about their experiences.  

a. Following their individual decision about the debate, you may assign students to write about their rationale for their decision.  Evaluating the competing arguments and explaining how they reconciled tensions between the Pro and Con positions forces students to go beyond a reflexive response grounded in opinion to consider the substance of arguments made in the debate.  Several approaches are available here; some prompts that frame this writing exercise follow:
i. Please explain how you arrived at your decision, focusing particularly on the sub-issues that framed the debate.  Which side (Pro or Con) prevailed in each issue?  Why?  Which issue(s) was/were most salient to the decision you ultimately reached?  Why?
ii. Identify the two strongest arguments from the Pro side and the Con side. How did you evaluate the strength of these arguments and what criteria did you use to decide which was more persuasive? Explain how you ultimately reconciled the tensions between these viewpoints to arrive at your decision.
iii. Reflect on how your personal beliefs initially aligned with either the Pro or Con position. After hearing the debate, did your perspective shift? Describe how the arguments presented challenged or reinforced your beliefs and explain your final decision.
iv. Which pieces of evidence presented during the debate had the greatest influence on your decision? Discuss how the quality and relevance of the evidence shaped your thinking and explain how this evidence supported or undermined each position.
v. What could the side that didn’t prevail have done to convince you that their position on the topic was true?
vi. What was the most important takeaway from the debate for you, and how did this insight influence your decision? Explain how the debate process enhanced your understanding of the issue.

b. Once students have rendered their individual decisions, they may participate in a small group deliberation to attempt to reach consensus on a shared decision.  This process requires students to explain their rationale to their peers, motivating even further metacognition.  Moreover, the process requires that they both attempt to persuade their peers of their interpretation and be open to the persuasive efforts of other group members, reinforcing notions of openness and intellectual humility introduced in the debate. The following prompts are a good starting point for directing students’ reflections about their deliberation experience:
i. How did your individual decision differ from and align with the eventual decision reached by your deliberation group?   What convinced you to change your mind about your initial call on the topic and where were you successful at convincing your peers that your perspective was correct?
ii. How satisfied are you with the group’s final decision? If you had reservations, what aspects of the deliberation process prevented you from fully agreeing, or what compromises did you accept?
iii. During the group deliberation, which argument or perspective from a peer influenced your thinking the most? What made their argument persuasive, and how did you respond to it?
iv. Were there moments of tension during the group deliberation? How did your group address these disagreements and how did this process affect the outcome?
v. How did you balance the need to persuade others of your viewpoint with the need to remain open to other interpretations? Reflect on how this balance contributed to the group’s final decision.
vi. How did the composition of your group (different backgrounds, opinions, or personalities) shape the deliberation process? What challenges or advantages did this diversity present?

