
Right-Sizing your Wastewater Surveillance Program 
Free and Easy to Access WWS Data Download Guide 
 

Overview 
This guide will give you tips on where to find data you may not have ready access to, helping you right-size your wastewater surveillance 
program. It is meant to supplement the Right Sizing Your Wastewater Surveillance Program Post-Webinar workbook. 

The instructions here will help you find, download, and lightly edit the data. Once you complete this download guide, open the post-webinar 
workbook. You will copy and paste the data you’ve downloaded into that workbook. 

 

Intended Audience 
This guide and its accompanying workbook are designed for public health professionals in programs that lack the resources to collect and 
analyze the data needed to "right-size" a wastewater surveillance program. The intent is to help you find the data you need without extensive 
coding or statistical analysis, using only Microsoft Excel. Users will need only internet access and a basic working knowledge of copying, 
pasting, and sorting data in Excel to complete the workbook. You will not need to write any formulas; they are already written for you. 
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Important Information About Excel 
Automatic number conversions 
Depending on your Excel settings and version, you may see a pop-up message when you open these data files asking whether you want the 
numbers in the file converted to a different format. Choose Don’t Convert. 

`  

Data Rich Spreadsheets  
Many of the files we will use are very large and can significantly slow down your computer.  Therefore, we recommend keeping no more than 
two open at a time.  Once you copy data from a sheet and paste it into the workbook, close the data sheet.   

Cut/Paste Tips 
Always use Paste (CTRL+V or right-click > Paste) to add data to this workbook. Never use Paste Special (CTRL+SHIFT+V), as it can cause 
numerical values to lose trailing zeros. 

You do not need to copy header rows. 
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Data Source 1: United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Clean Water Needs Survey (CWNS) 
1. Open the CWNS Data Download page. 
2. Select your state from the 2022 CWNS Dataset by State section 
3. Click Download CSVs 

 
 

4. Double-click the file you just downloaded to “unzip” the contents. 
5. Rename file to CWNS 

https://sdwis.epa.gov/ords/sfdw_pub/r/sfdw/cwns_pub/data-download?session=14357268565082
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Open and Edit File- CWNS Population File 
1. Open the CWNS ZIP folder you just downloaded.  Then open the POPULATION_WASTEWATER file. 

 

2. Add a filter to Row 1 to make it easier to manipulate the data. An easy way to do this is to place your cursor in cell A1 and press 
Ctrl+L. If prompted, be sure to check “My data has headers.” 
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3. Sort column J (TOTAL_RES_POPULATION_2022) from smallest to largest. 

 

 

4. Delete any row where the value in column J is less than 1000.  These sites are too small to affect your wastewater surveillance 
program. 

5. Save and close the file. 
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Open and Edit File- AREAS_COUNTY File 
1. Open the CWNS ZIP folder you just downloaded, then open the AREAS_COUNTY file. 

 

2. Highlight the entire dataset and then navigate to Sort & Filter > Custom Sort 
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3. Sort by FACILITY_ID from smallest to largest.  Then click Add Level, sort by COUNTY_PRIMARY_FLAG from Z to A, and click OK.  

 

4. Select all of column B (FACILITY_ID), then navigate to Data > Remove Duplicates 
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5. Choose Expand the Selection, then Remove Duplicates 

 

6. Unselect All, then check the Facility ID box.  Click the OK button. 

 

7. Save and close the file. 
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Data Source 2: Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) Data & 
Documentation Download 

Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) By County 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) publishes a robust SVI 
database as a CSV file on its website.   

SVI scores include a wide range of factors.  For ease, we will use the overall SVI score, a composite of all social determinants of public 
health.   

Downloading the File 
1.  Navigate to the SVI Data and Documentation Download page. 

  

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/svi/svi-data-documentation-download.html
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2. Under the Data & Documentation heading, select the following options: 
o Year: 2022 
o Geography: Your State 
o Geography Type: Counties 
o File Type: CSV File  

 

3. Click “GO.” 
4. A file will be downloaded to the folder you have designated for downloads.  
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Data Source 3: US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural-Urban Continuum (RUCC) Codes 
1. Navigate to the USDA Rural-Urban Continuum Codes Download page. 
2. Under File Downloads, click 2023 Rural-Urban Continuum Codes > Download XLSX 

 

3. The file will automatically download. 

 

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-continuum-codes
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Open and Edit File- US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural-Urban Continuum Codes 
1. Open the RUCC file you downloaded.  The file name is likely Ruralurbancontinuumcodes2023. 
2. Use the filter at the top of Column B (State) to display all states except your own 
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3. Select all rows and delete them. Hint: Select them quickly by clicking the row number next to the top record (NOT the header row), 
then pressing CTRL+SHIFT+Down Arrow. Then, right-click> Delete Row 
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4. Clear the filter from column B 

 
 

5. Save and close the file. 
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Data Source 4: US Department of Transportation State, County, and City FIPS Reference Table 
1. Open the Transportation.gov State, County, and City FIPS Reference Table download page. 
2. In the top right corner of the page, select Export. 

 

  

https://data.transportation.gov/Railroads/State-County-and-City-FIPS-Reference-Table/eek5-pv8d/about_data
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3. Make sure that the export format is set to CSV, then click Download 

  
 

4. The file will automatically download. 
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Open and Edit File- US Department of Transportation State, County, and City FIPS Reference Table 
1. Open the state, county, and city FIPS Reference Table file you just downloaded.  The file name should be State, 

_County_and_City_FIPS_Reference_Table_(DOWNLOAD DATE). 
2. Place your cursor in cell A1, then use CTRL+L to add a filter to the sheet so that you can easily manipulate the data.  If prompted, be 

sure to check My table has headers before clicking OK. 
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3. Use the filter at the top of column D (State Code) to display all states except your own. You can do this by unchecking the 
checkbox next to your state’s abbreviation, then clicking OK. 
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4. Delete all of the visible rows.  Hint: Select them quickly by clicking the row number next to the top record (NOT the header row), then 
using CTRL+SHIFT+Down Arrow. Then, use right click> Delete Row 
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5. Clear the filter from Column D (State Code). You should now only see records for your state. 

 
 

6. Save and close  
7. the file. 
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Open and Edit the Right Sizing Workbook 
 

You have completed all the necessary data downloads. The next step is to open the Right Sizing Workbook and paste your data into it. 

Use the link below to download and open the workbook. 

A Few Notes: 

1. When you open the file, you may see an error message warning of possible data loss. If this happens, click Save As and save the file to 
your computer with a new name. 

 

2. Before entering any data, review the “Read First” tab for complete instructions on using the workbook. 
 

 

allison.wheeler@state.co.us
I had to remove the edit function for the 'read first' info to show
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Right Sizing Workbook Download Link (control + click to open) 

https://www.du.edu/sites/default/files/2026-03/Right%20Sizing%20Workbook%20For%20Distribution.xlsx
https://www.du.edu/sites/default/files/2026-03/Right%20Sizing%20Workbook%20For%20Distribution.xlsx
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