
Dear campus colleagues, 

Thank you for choosing to present the IEE Bulletin Board: Introduction to the American Presidential Election 2020.

In this packet, you’ll find everything you need to begin a great bulletin board. Past and future BBBs are posted on our Publications 
website: www.du.edu/studentlife/ie-education/online-resources

How to use 
• We’ve provided several flyer-sized pages of information, intended to get your board started. 
• For the most part, the Board is just print and post ready. Color is obviously most eye-catching, but most of the graphics should be 

fine in black and white/grayscale if necessary. Color paper can add visual variety and help with accessibility as well!
• We strongly suggest researching and adding additional information that would be of most interest to your particular audience 

(relevant communities in home states/nations, campus/community activities that appeal to majors and hobbies); this can help 
expand the board and improve its impact.

Feedback 
If you use the board, to help us know where our boards have been, and how audiences have responded to them, please email us 
(igr@du.edu) any/all of the following:  ● Your name, hall and floor where the board is posted  ● A photo or two of the board up on 
your floor  ● A brief description of any reaction/feedback the board generated on your floor community,  ● And any feedback you 
have about this board or ideas for other Inclusive Excellence-related identities/issues/observances we could provide for the future. 
(And in the unfortunate event there’s any defacement or other negative reaction to the board, please follow your hall’s reporting 
procedures, and let us know.) 

THANKS for sharing this important and interesting info with your audiences! 

--DU Inclusion and Equity Education

https://www.du.edu/studentlife/ie-education/online-resources


Roadmap to the 
2020 US 
Election



Wait, there are two elections?

Primary Election 

• States holds primary election or 
caucus anytime from February 
to June in an election year. 

• This election determines the 
representatives who will attend 
the Democratic, Republican or 
other party national conventions 
and cast votes for a party’s 
nominee. 

General Election

• This US election is always held 
on the first Tuesday of 
November, and will determine, 
by way of allocating electoral 
college votes, the President of 
the United States, and by direct 
election, other local, state and 
national issues and officials.



Primary vs. Caucus process
• A primary or voting primary 

is the election process 
where voters fill out paper 
or electronic ballets and 
deposit them anonymously 
to be tallied later by election 
officials. (This is the on-
ballot voting most of us are 
familiar with.

• For this process you’ll need 
to be registered and have 
some form of photo 
identification. 

• A caucus is an US election tradition where 
citizens attend an in-person event at some 
neighborhood or community building.

• Supporters of different candidates form groups 
on different sides of the space and the biggest 
turnout awards a % of delegates.

• If no winner is determined after one round, 
candidates with less than 15% support will be 
removed from voting options and supports will 
relocate to their second choice. 

• During the primary election cycle Iowa and a few 
other states caucus instead of holding a primary 
election. 



via Google



What’s a closed vs open Primary?

Closed Primary

• In a closed primary, ballots list 
the options for a specific party’s 
nominees, and only registered 
party members can vote. 

• To vote in a specific party’s 
primary, you must be registered 
as a member of that party.

Open Primary
• An open primary is where any person, 

regardless of party affiliation, can vote 
in a party’s primary. 

• However, they can only vote one party’s 
ballot; not multiple.

• This allows independent (non-affiliated) 
voters to participate in primaries, in 
addition to open, general elections.

• Colorado recently became an open 
primary state.



https://www.d
ailykos.com/sto
ries/2016/4/20
/1518171/-
Closed-versus-
open-
primaries-a-
look-into-how-
we-perceive-
things



Who else is getting elected?
• During Presidential election years (not midterm elections) your ballot 

may have lots of options to vote on. 

• Your city, county, and state officials may be present on your ballot. All 
435 Members of the US House of Representative will be up for re-
election as well as 1/3 (about 33 members) of the US Senate.

• Some states, including Colorado, are proposition states, holding votes 
on citizen-promoted propositions to draft state law directly.



Why does my vote matter?
• The United States holds 200,000 elections over 

every four year period. Many of the elections have a 
low elector turnout. Some of these votes are direct 
elections where you are vote directly for the 
implementation or rejection of a law or proposition.

• Your vote is your opportunity to interact with and 
influence all the ways the government is present in 
your life. 

• In 1910, NY Congressman Charles Smith beat out his 
opponent by one vote for re-election. 20,685 to 
20,684.

rockthevote.com/register



Where can I get informed to vote 
in Colorado?

•Colorado is dedicated to informing its citizens as much 
as it can in an unbiased manner. Check this website 
for election and voter info: 
www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections

• The Denver Elections Division puts together a voting 
information packet on City/County voting: 
www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-
elections-divison.html

http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections
http://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-elections-divison.html


What if I am voting somewhere 
else in the US?

Vote.org is a national site that allows eligible voters to check 
registration status, register, get absentee ballot, and even find the 
polling place for your neighborhood.



What is the Electoral College?
• Created by the US Constitution, the Electoral College are a group of 

representatives voted on during election day who meet to cast votes for 
the President of the United States. 

• In most states whichever candidate wins the majority of votes wins the 
entirety of the states electoral college representatives. Nebraska and 
Maine both divide their electoral votes by congressional district so that a 
Republican candidate may win the rest of the state of Nebraska but a 
Democrat might win the electoral vote of the district around Omaha.

• Finally, although not all states require these electors to vote in favor of 
whomever won their state they have, historically, voted this way and they 
have never overturned an election result. 



Register to Vote 

• For those eligible to vote in the US, in almost every state (excluding 
North Dakota), you must be registered to vote. 

• You can register at:
• your local DMV
• Denver residents: online or in-person at the Denver Elections Division Office 

(200 W. 14th Ave #100 Denver, CO 80204 ). 

• And you can double check your registration status at vote.gov

(to vote for a candidate in a closed primary you must register with that political 
party to vote for them)



“I voted” sticker = free stuff!!

• Although the list is always changing, companies like Potbelly 
Sandwich Shop, Krispy Kreme Donuts, and Shake Shack offer small 
free items in exchange for displaying your “ I Voted” sticker making 
doing your civic duty that much sweeter. 

• Some light Googling will make sure you know where to go

• The Denver Post compiled this nice list for the 2016 election: 
www.denverpost.com/2016/11/08/free-things-you-can-get-with-i-
voted-sticker-2016

https://www.denverpost.com/2016/11/08/free-things-you-can-get-with-i-voted-sticker-2016/


What if I’m not eligible to vote?
• Although you can’t vote or donate to 

campaigns without US citizenship (and 
other eligibility qualifications), 
government representatives, local 
officials, and Presidential nominees all 
affect your daily life. 

• You can, and should be, informed about 
items that affect you and your US 
communities, and can engage and 
encourage those in your network who 
can vote. 



What happens next?
• Over the course of 4 years the United States holds 200,000 different 

elections from mosquito control board all the way to President of the 
United States. 

• Chances are there will be another election soon and you have the 
opportunity to stay informed, support propositions, petition your 
congressmen and women, and make your political opinions heard. 



Memes and Other image ideas 
Here are some examples of voting memes and images you can use to liven up your board; but be sure to pick images 
that are accurate and positive.  

www.pinterest.com/pin/4
11516484678973146

www.votersopinion.com/2017/04/28/no
rth-miami-elections-the-candidates-the-
issues-and-the-all-important-
votersopinion-endorsements/

https://cheezburger.com/112077
3/not-happy-with-this-years-
presidential-candidates-vote-for-
keyboard-cat


